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Wing'd with red Lightning ang impetuaus rage, 
Perhaps hath ſpent hs ſhafts, and ceaſes now 

To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs Deep. 
Let us not (lip th occalion,, whether ſcorn, 

Or fatiate! fury - yicld it from our, Foe, , 

The ſcat of defolation, voyd gf light, 

Save what the glimmering ofahe 

Caſts pale aud. dreadful ?, Thither ler,us rend.., | 
From 6ff the toflingof theſe, ery waves, ... |; 
There reſt, it aviy/3£lt canbarbour there; -. ... : 
And reaflembling our aſflicted Powers, | 
Conſult how we may henceforth moſt offend 
Our Eneay, , our own loſs how repair, 

How overcome this dire Calamity; | 

What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, 

If not what reſolution from deſpare. 

Thus Satan talking to his-neereſt Mate | 
With Head up-lift above 4he wave, and Eyes , 
T haf ſparkling blaz'd, his other, Parts, befzdes 
Prone onthe Flood, .cxtended long and large 
Lay floating many. a rood, (in bulk a8 bu 
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Moors by his ſide under the Lee, while Night 
laveſts the Sea, and wiſhed Morn delayes : 

So ſtretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay 
Chain'd' on the burning Lake, nor ever thence | 
Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permiſſion of all-ruling Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns, 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himſelf damnation, white he ſought | 
Evil to others, and enra d *might ſee 

How all his malice ſerv'd but to bring forth 
ſafinite goodneſs, grace and mercy n 

On Man by him ſeduc'r, but on himſelf 

Treble contuſion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwith upright he rears frun off the Pool 
His mighty Stature';z on cach hand the flames 
Driva backward ſlope their pointing ſpires,&rowld 
{n billows, leave i'th' mid(t a horrid Vale. 

Then with expanded wings he ſtears his flight 
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky Air 

That fele-unuſual weight, till on dry Land 

He lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd 
With ſolid, as the Lake with liquid fire 5 

And ſuch appear'd'in hve , as when the force 

Of ſubterrapeatr 'tranf| _ 

Of thundring #t=4, whoſe combuſtible 

And: fewel'd entrdls thence conceivin 
Subliuſd with Mineral fury; aid 'the- 
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Both glorying to have ſcap't the 8:yg#4m' flood 

As Gods, and by their own recover'd ſtrength, 

Not by the ſufterance of fu | Power. 

- | Is this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime, 
Said then the loſt Arch Angel, this the feat 

That we muſt change for Heav'n, this mourmtul 

For that celeſtial light ? Be it ſo,figcehee ' (gloom 

Who now is Sovran can diſpole and bid 

What ſhall be righe-: fardeſt! from him is'beft 

Whom reaſon hath equald, force hath made fu- 

| Above his equals. Farewel happy Fields (pream 

|Where oy tor ever dwells : Hail horrours, hail 

Infernal world, and thou profoundeſt Hell 

Receive thy new Polleſior : One who brings 

- |A mind not tobechang'd by Place or Time. - 

The mind is its own , and in ic ſelf 

Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'n. 

What matter where, if 1 be (till rhe fame, 

And what I ſhould be, all bur'leſs then hee-' 

Whom Thunder hath made > Here at leaſt 

We ſhall be free; th" Aln hath not built 

Here for his envy; will not drive us hence : 

Here we may reign ſecure, and in my choyce 

To reign is worth ambirion « hin Hell : | 

Better to reign in Hell, then ſerve in Heav'y, 

[But w ler we then our faithful friends, 

Thr aflociates and copartners of our loſs 

Lye thus aſtonifſhe on th' oblivious Pool, 

And call them not to ſhare with us their part 

[In this unha py Manſion \, or once more 

With rallied Arms to try what may be = 
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So Satan lpake, and him F#t{zcbab 
Thus anſwer'd. Leader of thoſe Armies bright , 
'Which but th! Omnipotent none could have toyld, 
_ If once they hear that royce, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In wort extreams, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in all aſſaults 
[Their ſureſt ſignal, they will ſoon reſume 
New courage and revive, though now they lye 
28>Groveling and proſtrate on yon Lake of Fire, 
As we erewhile, aſtounded and amaz'd, 
No wonder, fall'a ſuch a pernicious highth. 

He ſcarce had ceas't whenthe ſuperiour Fiend 
Was moving toward the ſhoreybis us ſhield 
Ethereal temper, ao round, 
hind him caſt; 'the circumference 
ung on his ſhouldess like the Moon, whoſe Orb 
hrough Optic Glaſs the _—_ Artiſt views 
At Ev'ning from the top of Feſole, 

290 Or in YValdairno, to deſcny mew Lands, 

ivers or Mountains in her ſpotty Globe. 

is Spear, to equal which the talleſt Pine 

ewn on egian hills, to be the Maſt 

great ira}, were but a wand, 

e walkt with to ſupport uticeie ſteps 

ex the burning Mazle, not like thoſe eps 
Heavens Azure, and the torzid Clime 

mote on him fore beſides, vaulted with Fire 5 
thieſs he ſo endur'd, till on the Beach 

that inflamed Sea, he ſtood and call'd 

is Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intrans't 

hick as Autumnal Leaves that ſtrow the _— 
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In Vallombroſs, where th' Errariean (hades 
High overarch't imbowr z or ſcatterd ſedge 
Afloat, when with fierce Winds Orion arm'd 
Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaſt, whole waves ore. 
Fulrir and his Memphian Chivalrie, ( threw 
VVhile with perfidious hatred they purſu'd 

The Sojourners of ſen who beheld 

From the ſafe ſhore their floating Carkaſes 

And broken Chariot V Vheels, fo thick beſtrown 
Abje@& and loſt lay theſe, covering the Flood, 
Under amazement of their hideous c . 

He call'd fo loud, that all the bollow 

Of Hell reſfounded. Princes, Potentates, 
Warriers,the Flowr of Heav'n,once yours,now loſt, 
[f ſuch aſtoniſhment as this can fieze 

Eternal ſpirits 3 or have ye chos'n this place 
After the toyl of Battel to repoſe - 

Your wearied vertue, for the eaſe find 

To ſlumber here, as in the Vales of Heav'n ? 

Or in this abje& poſture have ye ſworn 

To adore the Conquerour ? who now beholds 
Cherube and Seraph rowlivg in the Flood 

With ſcatter'd Arms and Enfigns, till anon 

His (wift purſuers from Heav'n Gates diſcern 
Th' advantage, and deſcending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked Thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulte, 
Awake, ariſe, or be for ever falln. 
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| They heard,and were abaſhe,and up they ſprung 
Upon the wing,, as when men wont to watc 

On duty, ſ)ceping found by whom they dread, 

Rouſe and beſtir themſelves ere well awake. 
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Nor did they not perceave the evil plight 

In which they were, or the fierce obs woe feel 5 
Yet to their Generals Voyce they ſoon obeyd 
| Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 

Of Amrams Son in Egypt: evill day 
340| Wav'd round the Coaſt, up call'd a pitchy cloud 
| Of Locwſts, warping on the Eaſtern Wind, 

| That ore the Realm of impious Pharaoh h 
[Like Night, and darken'd all the Land of Nite : 
'So numberleſs were thoſe bad Angels ſeen 

| Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell 
'Twixt upper, hether, and ſurrounding Fires 5 
Till as'a ſignal giv'n, th' uplifted Spear 

' Of their great Sultan waving to direct 

Thir courſe, in even ballance down they light 


A multitude, like which the populous North 

\Pour'd never from her frozen loyns, to paſs 

| Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons 
Came hike a Deluge on the South, and ſpread 
'Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian ſands. 
Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band 
'The Heads and Leaders thither haſt where ſtood | 
Their great Commander;Godlike ſhapes and forms 
Excelling human, Princely Dignities, 

360 And Powers that earſt in Heaven fat on Thrones ;' 
Though of their Names in heav'nly Records now 

'  |Be no memorial, blotted our and ras'd 

| By thir Rebellion, from the Books of Life, 

| Nor had they yet a the Sons of Fve 

Got them new Names, til! wandring ore the Earth, | 


'ThroughGods high ſufferanceforthe tryalof man, | 
| By| 


| Paradiſe lot. Book 1. 


| By falfities and lyes the greateſt part 

Of Mankind they corrupted to forlake 
'God their Creator, and th' invilible 
(Glory of him, that made them, to transform 
'Oft to the Image of a Brute, adorn'd 

With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold, 
And ils to adore for Deities : 

Then were they knowa to men by various Names, 
And various Idols through the Heathen World. 
Say, Muſe,their Names then known, who firſt, who 
Rous'd fromthe ſlumber,on that fieryCouch, (laſt, 
At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth 
Came ſingly where he ſtood on the bare ſtrand, 
While the promiſcuous croud ſtood yet aloof ? 
The chief were thoſe who from the Pit of Hell 
Roaming to ſeek their prey on earth, durit fix 
Their Seats long after next the Seat of God , 
[Their Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd 

Among the Nations round, and durſt abide 
Jehovah thundring out of 89x, thron'd 

| tween the Cherubim 3 yea, often plac'd 
Within his SanQtuary it ſelf their Shrines, 
Abominations z and with curſed things 

His holy Rites, and ſolemn Feaſts vrotun'd, 
And with their darkneſs durſt affront his light, 
Firſt Moloch, horrid King beſmear'd with blogd 
'Of human ſacrifice, and parents tears, 
Though for the noyſe of Drums and Timbrels loud 
Their childrens cries unheard,thar paſt through fire 
To his grim Idol. Him the Awwonite 
Worſhipt in RXabbe and her watry Plain, 
In Argob and in Baſan, to the ſtream | 
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Or utmoſt Arnon. Nor contert with ſuch 
Audacious neighbourhoud, the wileſt heart 
Of Solomon hc led by traud to build 

His Temple right againſt the Temple of God 
On that opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove 
The pleaſant Vally of Hianow, Tophbet thence 
And black Gebenss call'd, the Type of Hell. 
Next Chemor, th' obſcene dread Hy Moab: Sons, 
From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 

Of Suuthmoſt Abarim ; in Heſebou 

And Heronaim, Seons Realm, beyond 

The flowry Dale of $ihw4 clad with Vines, 
And Fleale to th' Aſpbaltick Pool. 

Peor his other Name, when he entic'd 

Iſracl in Sittim on their march from Nile 

To do him wanton rites, which coſt them woe. 
Yet thence his luſtful Qrgics he enlarg'd 
Eventothat Hill of ſcandal, by the Grove 

Of Molech homicide, luſt hard by hate; 

Till good Jopah drove them thence to Hell. 
With heſe came they, whofromthe bordring flood 
Of old Exphrates to the Brook that parts 

Egypt from 8yrian ground, had general Names 
Ot Baalim and Aſbraroth, thoſe male , 

Theſe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleaſe 
Can cither Sex aſſume, or both + fo ſoft 

And uncompounded is their Eſſence pure, 


Not ti'd or manacl'd with pages or limb, 

Nor founded on the brittle ſtrength of bones, 

| Like cumbrous flefty but in whit ſhape they chooſe 
Dilated orcondens't, bright or obſcure, 


430 |Can execute their acric purpoſes, 
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And works of love or enmity fulfill, 
For thoſe the Race of 1/racl oft forſook 
Their living ſtrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down 
To bettial Gods 4 for whick their heads as low 
Bow's down in Battel, ſunk beforc the Spear 
Ot deſpicable foes. With theſe in tr 
Came Aftoreth, whom the ohantelons cnt 


o whoſe bright Image nightly by the Moon 
Sidowian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs, 
ln Siox alſo not unſung, where ſtvod 
Her Temple on th' offenſive Mountain, buile 
By that uxorious King, whoſe heart thouglslarge, 
Beguil'd by fair Idolatreſles, fell 
To Idols foul. Thawwur came next behind, 
Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The $yrian Damſels to lament his fate 
in amorous dittyes all a Summers Gay, 
While ſmooth Adonis from his native Rock 
——> Ow to the Sea, ſuppos'd with blood 
'Of Thammuz, yearly wounded :'the Love-tale 
'Infeted 8ionr daughters with like heat, 
'Whoſe wanton ps in the ſacred Porch | 
| Ezekiel ſaw, when by the Viſion led 
[His eye furvay'd the dark Idolatries 
Of alienated Judsb, Next came one 


Aſtarie, Queen of Heav'n, with creſcent Horns 3 | 
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Who mourn'd in earneſt, when the Captive Ark 
Maim'd his brute Image, head and hands lope off 
In his own Temple, on the grunſel edge , 
Where he fell flat, and ſham'd his Worthipers : 
Dagon his Name, Sea Monlter, upward Man 


And 
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| Th' infe&ion when their borrow 'd Gold compos'd 


And downward Filh : yet had his Temple bigh | 


Rear'd in Azot»r, dreaded through the Coalt 


Of Paleſtine, in Gath and Aſcalon, 
And dccaron and Gazd's frontier bounds, | 
Him follow'd &Kimmon, whoſe delightful Seat | 


| Was fair Damaſtws, on the fertil Banks | 

Of Abbans and Pharphar, lucid ſtreams. 
470 | He alſo againſt the houſe of God was bold : 
A Leper once he loſt and gain'd a Ki 


Ahaz, his (ottiſh Conguerour, whom he drew 
Gods Altar to diſparage and diſplace 
For one of Syrian e, whereon to burn 
His odious offrings, and adore the Gods 
Whom he had vanquiſhe. After theſe appear'd 
A crew who under Names of old Renown, 
@firir, Ifir, Orns and their 'Train | 

ith monſtrous ſhapes and forceries abus'd 
Fanatic Fgypt and her Prieſts, to ſeek 
Thir nanting Gods _—_— in brutiſh forms 
Rather then human. r did 1/reet fcape 


The Calf in 0rch : and the Rebel King 

Doubl'd that fin in Bethel and in Dar, 

L_ his Maker to the Grazed Ox, 

mw , who in one Night when he paſs'd 
rom Eeops marching, oqre with one ſtroke 

Both her firſt born and afl her bleating Gods. 


pelial came laſt, then whom a Spirit more lewd 

Fell not from Heaven, or more groſs to love 

Vice for it ſelf +: To him no Temple ſtood 

Or Alrar ſmoak'd 5 yet who more oft then hee 

ln Temples and at Altars, when the Prieſt _ 
it 
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Turns Atheiſt, as did Elys Sons, who fill'd 
Witch luſt and violence the houſe of God, 
In Courts and Palaces he alſo Reigas 

And in luxurious Cities, where the noyle 

Of riot aſcends above thir lofticſt Towrs, 

And injury and outrage : And, when Night 
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 
Of Belial, flown with infolence and wine. 3 
Witneſs the Streets of Sodow, and that night 
In Gibeah, when hoſpitable Dores 

Yiclded thir Matrons tq, prevent worſe rape. 
Theſe were the prime in order and in might ; 
The reſt were long to tell, though far renown'd, 
Th' 1o#ian Gods , of Jevans Iifue held 

Gods, yet confeſt later then Heay'n and Earth 


Thir boaſted Parents 3; Titan Heav'ns firſt born 


With his enormous brood, and hates To ſeis'd | 


By younger $atzrn, he from mightier Jove 
His own and Ahea's Son like meaſure found ;- 
$0 Jove uſurpipg reign'd : theſe firlt in Creet 
And 14s known, 'thence on the Snowy top 
Of cold olympns rul'd the middle Ais 

Thir higheſt Heav'n z or on the Delphian Clif, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds . 
Of Doric Land 3 or who. with Satwrz old 
Fled over Adria to th' Heſperian Fields, 

And ore the Celtic roam'd the utmoſt Iſles. 


All theſe and more came flocking 3but with looks - 


: 


Down caſt and damp, yet ſuch wherein appear'd- 


Obſcure ſam glunps of joy,to have found thir chief* 


Not in delpoie, to bave foufd themſelves not loſt 
In loſs it ſelf ; which on his count'nance caſt 
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' Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
| Soon recolle&ing,with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fabſtance; gently rais'd 
530. Their fainted'courage, and diſpel'd'their fears. 
| Then ſtrait commands thatat the warlike ſound' 

. | Of Truimpers loud; and Clarions be upreard | 
His mighty Standard ; that proud honour claim'd ' 
Azazel- as his right, a Cherube tall : 4 
Who'ferthwith'from the glittering Staff unfurld 
Th' Imperial Enſign, which full high advanc't © 
Shofi like a' Meteor ſtroaming to the Wind © 
With Gemms and Golden luſtre rich imblaz'd, 
Seraphic'arms and Trophies :' all the while 
540, Sonorous metta} blowing Martial founds : 

| At which the 'unifyerſil Hoſt upſent © '** | 
- © | Arſhout that tore Hells Concave; and beyond _ 

Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night, 
All in a'moment through the gloom were ſeen 


— 


' Ten thouſand Banners riſe into the Air 
With Orient-Colours waving : with them roſe © 
'A Forreſt 'hvge of Spears : and thronging Helris| 
- | Appear'd, and ferried Shields 'in thick array "| 
Of depth immeaſurable +: Anon they move * 
550 In perfet& Phalanx to the Dorian mood | 
Of Flutes arid" ſoft Recordeys's fue as 'rah'd "| 
To highth of bobleſt\temper Hero's old- '- 1 
Arming to Batre], and in [ſtead of rige 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd 
With dread of death to fligtit or foul retreat”, 
Nor wanting power go mitigate and ſwage 
With ſolemn touches, troubV'dthbughts,and chaſe! 
Anguiſh and doubr and fear and ſorrow and _ 


rom, 
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From mortal or in\thorti? minds; This'thiy: = 
Breathing united force with freed thought” * 
Mov'd on in filence-to'fott Pipes thar charm'd 
Thir painful ſteps o're the burnt'ſqyte 3 and/now 
Advanc't in' view they ſtand; a hoprid Front' 
Of dreadful length and dizling Arms, in guiſe 
Of Warriers old with orderd Spear and Shield, ' 
Awaiting what command thir mighty Chief 

Had to impole :' He through the axmed Files 
Darts his 'exptrienc't eye, and ſuun traverſe 
The whole Battalion'views , thir order due; 
Thir viſages and ſtature as of Gods, 

Thir number laſt he fumms. And now his heart 
Diſtends with pride, and hardning in his ſtrength 
Glories : For never fince created 'man, | 
Mer ſuch imbodied- force; as nam'd withthefe 
Could merit more then that fmall infantry * 
Warr'd on by Cranes : though all the Giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th' Heroic Race were joyn'd 


Mixt with auxiliar Gods'3” and what refounds 
In Fable or R:wance of UVthers Son 
\Begirt with B-it:h and Armoric Knights ; 

And all who fince, Baptiz'd or. Infidel - 


» |Joſted in Aſpramont or Morntathan, * 


Damuſeo, or Marocco, of Trebifowd, 
Or whom ##ſtrra ſent from Afric ſhote 
When Charlemain with all His Peerage fell 


Thir dren Commninder ? he above the teſt ©) 


| 


That fought at Theb'7 and 7/jum, on each fide | 


By Fouter#46#4; "Thus far theſe beyond. k 
Cornpate mortal prowefs, yet obſerv'd”* 7 1 
4 


In ſhape and geſture proudly eminent 
TI C 2 ———— 
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|ook like a Towr 3 his form had yet not loſt 


All her Original brightneſs , nor appear'd 

Leſs then Arch Angel ruind, and th excels 

Of Glary obſcur'd : As when the Sun new ris'n 
Looks through the Horizagtal milty Air 

Shorn of his Beams, or from behiad the Moon 
In dim Eclips difaſtrons twilight ſheds 

On half the Nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs. DarK'n'd ſo, yet ſhon 
Above them all th' Arch, Aogel : but his face 
Deep ſcars of Thunder had intrenchr, and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under Browes 

Of dauntleſs courage , and conliderate Pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, bur caſt 

Si we remorſe and paſſion to behold 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 

( Far other once beheld in bliſs ) condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot 1n pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc't 

Of Heav'n, and from Eternal Spleadors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithfull how they ſtood, 
Thir Glory witherd, As when Heavens Fire 
Hath ſcath'd the Forreſt Oaks, or Mountain Pines, 
With ſinged top their (tately growth though bare 
Stands on the blaſted Heath, He now prepar'd 
To ſpeak; whereat their doubl'd Ranks they bend 
From Wing to Wing, and half encloſe him round 


With all his Peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aflayd, and thrice in ſpite of ſcorn, 
Tears ſuch as Jogel weep, burſt forth : at laſt 


Words interwove with fighs found out their way. 
O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers | 
k | Match-| 


—— 
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Matchleſs, but with th' Almighty, and that ſtrife | 
Was not 1nglorious, though th' event was dire, 
As this place teſtifies, and this dire change 
Hateful to utter : but what powerot mind 
'Foreſteing or preſaging, from the Depth 
'Of knowledge paſt or preſent, could have fear'd, 
| How ſuch united force of Gods, how ſuch 

' As {tood like theſe, could ever know repulſ ? 


' For whocan yet beleeve, though after loſs, 


That all cheſe puiſlant Legions, whoſe exile 
[Harh empticd Heav a, (hall faile to re-aſcend 
Self-rais'd, and repoſleſs their native ſeat, 
'For me, be witneſs all the Hoſt of Heav'n, 
[f counſels different, or danger ſhun'd 
By me; haveloſt our bo But, he who reigns | 
onarch in Heay'n, till then as one ſecure 
Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute, 
Conſent or cuſtome, and his Regal State 
Put forth at full, but (till his ſtrength conceal'd, 
| Which tempted our attempt,and wrought our fall, 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own 
So as not either to provoke, or dread _ 
'New warr, provok't ; our better part remains 
'To work incloſe deſign, by fraud er guile 
What force effected not : that he no lefs 
' At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new Worlds 3. whereof ſo rife 
[There wenta fame in Heay'n that he ere long 
[Intended to create, and therein: plant 
| A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven : 
Thither, 
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/Fhither, if ' but co pri, *ſhall be perhaps 


Our fir(t eruption, thither or elſewhere : 

For this Aaternal- Pit ſhall never hold 

| Czleſtial:$pirits-in Bondage, nor th' Abyſle 

Long under darkuefs cover. But theſe thoughts 

Full Counſel muſt mature : Peace is defpaird; 

For who can think Submiſſion > Warr then, Warr 

Open or underſtood' muſt be 'refoly'd. 

He ſpake : and to/confirm hiswords, out-flew 

Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn 0mrhe thighs 

Of mighty Cherubim 5; the'faddetfbtrze' © - = 

Far _—_—_ illumin'd hell : highly they rag'd _, 

Againſt the Higheſt, and fierce with grafped arn's 

Claſh'd on thew ſounding ſhields chedi of war, 

Hurling defiance'towardthe vault of Heay'n, 
There ſt60d «# Hill not far whoſegtieſly top 

Belch'd fire and rowling ſmoak 3; the reſt entire 

Shon with a gloſlie ſeurff, undoubred fign 

That in-his:wothb-whs Hid metxlig 24 

The wotk of Svlphur:; hither Win vith ſpeed 

A nutnerous' Brigad haſter'd ' As w het 

Of Piaqgers with Spade and Pickaxe arm'd 


Forerun the Royal Camp, to _— a Field, 

Or caſt a In Mammon led them on, 4 
Mammon, the lea FeiSfed pete! it that felt © 

From heavin.forev'nin 6aV hisTooks thoughts 
Were always downward'bent, atmiring more 
The riches of Heav'ns pavement, trod'n Gold, 
Then aught divine or holy He enjoy q OP 
[n viſion 'beatific : by him 

Men alſo, and'by his ſuggeſtion raught, 
Ranſack'd the Center, and with impious hands 


4 


| Rifl'd 
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{Rifl'd the bowels of thir mother Eazth /', + 
For Treaſures better hid; © Soon had-his crew. -* 
Op'nd into the ill a ſpacious wound 

And dig'd out ribs of Gold. Let. none admire 
[That riches grow in Hel} z, that {oyle may beſt | 
Deſerve the: pretious -bane, And here let tho 

| Who boaſt in mortal. things,” awd wondiing; tel 

| Of Babel, and the works of MHempbian: Kings, 
Learn how thir greateft Monuments of Farhe, 
And Strength and Ant-are eaGlyoutdoge. :- 

By Spivits 'reprobate; \and' in!.an bour:: - | 
What in an'age 'they with! ineeflant toyle 

And hands innumerable ſcarce perform. 

Nigh. on the Plain in tany cells; prepar'd, 
Thar'underneath had yeios of kquid fire” 11214 | 
Sluc'd from the Lake, a'ſcrond. rhiltitude + 
With wohdrous Artfonnded the-maffie-Qre, 
Severing each kinde,and {cum'dthe Bullidndrofs : 
'A third as ſoon had form'd within the ground 

A various moutd, ,and:fronthe-boyliag cells 
' By ſtrange conveyance ll f-eochhollawnoaok; :.! 
' As in an Organ frdm one blabof wirld;"!! $3917 
To many a rowv of Pipes the ſoundboard breaths. 
A non out of. the earth a. Fabrick huge 

Roſe like an 'Exhatation,/Wwatht heſbugd: . ;, 

'Of DalcerSymphotxes:and{vaices feet s-: 
Built like a Tempte,' where Puiſtets round 

| Were ſet, and Doric pillars averlaid ' 
With Golden Architrave'; nar did there want 
Conniceior Freezes with boify Sculptures grav's,' 
Flite Rao was tretted} Gald... Not Flo: oT 
Nor great Alcairo fuch magnitetnce' +11, !!s, +» 
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720| Be w Cr Serapis thir Gods, or ſeat 
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750 | By all his Eogias, but was headlong ſent {fcape | 
With 
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| F Summers days and with the tettmg Sun 


| Equal'd inv all thir gloties, to inſhrine 


Thir Kings, when A#gypt with 4/ſ5ria (trove 

ſn wealth and luxurie. Th' aſcending pile | 

Stood fixt herſtately highth, and ſtrait the dores 

CP thir brazen foulds diſcover wide | 
ithin, her ample ſpaces, o're the ſmooth | 

And level pavement : from the arched roof | 

Pendant ___—_ Magic many. a row | 

Of Starry Lamps and blazing Creſlets ted 

With Naphtha and 4/phaltzs yeilded light 

As from a'sky., -The haſty multitude 

Admiring enter'd, and the work ſome praiſe 

And ſomethe Archite(t : his hand was known | 

In Heav'nby many a Towred ſtructure high, 

Where ter'd Angels held thir reſidence, 

And ſat as Princes, whom the ſupreme King 

Exalted to ſuch power, and gave to rule, 

Each m his Herarchie, the Orders bright. 

Nor was his. name unheard or unador'd 

In ancient Greece 3- and in A»ſorian land 

Men call'd him A\#{citber;, and how he fell 

From Heav'n, they fabl'd, thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o're the Chryſtal Battlements : from Morn 

To Noon he fell, fromNoan to dewy Eve, 


Dropt from the Zeriith like a falling Star, 

On Lownos th' Agean le : thus they relate, 
Erring 3 for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long befpre; nor: aught avail 'd him now - 
To have built m Heav'n high Towrs 5 nor did he 
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With his. indb firidur brew to-build inchetiic g'7 1 
Meanwhifcalewirdged blatalds .bytommand:; 1 
Of Sovran poweryWith wrfub Ceremony'd 14. -:* 
And Trunipers :thrvughone the thblt»pr 
A ſolemn Countet forthwith: toibe:held 7 ( 
At Pundlemoniuse' the higlbCapital iu 9990 ? 
Of Satarzand hit- : thier tnmonsg ealtid - i; 
From every and Band ſquared Regiment; Ju. /] 
By place or choice the worthieſt; ' they/ anon: 
With hundreds and with thoufahds 1 
Attended all aceets was 7 en br 
And Porches wide} but chiefithze'{pacibas-bla ll! 
(Though like a cover'd field, '\where 1 
{Wont ride-inarm'd,andat the $o}danschaiti (bold 
Defi'ditht beſt of 1 7yain chi Das 1 rP1up 14 
To mereg}xbtabatcor: cargeer! withiulance):: 1) A 
Thick ſwarm'd, both on the ground and in the air,| 
Bruſhe with tb@biſnokrusdh m$. 38 Bees | 
In ſpring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides, | 
Poure forth thir populuus youth about the Hive p70 
In cluſtexs; they among freſh dews and flowers 
ie to and fro ,” or ontfheTmoothed Pint — —-| 
The ſuburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel, | 
New rub'd with Baume, expatiate and confer | 


Thur Sr irs. So thick the aerie crowd | 
">; + op wi ſtraitn'd 3 till the Signal giv'a,] 
{Behold a wonder! they but now who Lemd 


In bigneſs to ſurpaſs Earths Giant Sons 
Now leſs then ſmalleſt Dwarfs, In narrow room 


Throng cumberlels, like Chat PigmeanRace 80 
Beyond the 1ndian Mount, or Faerie Elves, 


Whoſe qudoight Revels, by a Forreſt fide 
_ "_ 
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Or Fountain ſome belated Peaſant fees , 

Or dreams be ſces, whilciover head the Moon 

Sits Arbitreſs, and neerer to the Earth 

W heels her pale courſe,they on thir mirth & dance 


In cloſe receſs 


A thouſand Dem -Golocn gotten —— 
| ence 
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a farr at leaſt recover'd, hath much _ 
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Yeilded with #1 SE =Y 
In Heav'n, which to ity, icht draw 
Envy from each ink wa re who here 

Will envy whom the higheſt place expoſes 
Formoſt to ſtand a ext rhe Thunderers 3m 


Your bulwark, Tut [JF greateſt AM 
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He reeked not; 8g theſe words thereafthr fp 
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Toour deſtruQtion.: 
Fear to be worle deſtro 


Inexorably 
Calls us ro 
We 
What 


Juite 
and £ 


er, (ome worſe way his wrath way knd | 
Then to .dwell here, 
In this abhorred \enp to utte 
Where pain' 

Muſt ex - FEES 
The Vaſlals of his agony 


His utmoſt ire? part tothe | 


hovid we again provoke | 


if there be in Hell 
was : what can be worſe 
x 


iv'n out from blils, = 


"moos: (demn 


EY 4 then thus 
Es 


Gabe we rolnceaſe 


& hallow z ks T 
Ned woke the worſe _ 
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The bettes zeaſon, to perplex and, daſh - 


To vice induſtrious, but to Nobler deeds 


And with alive accent thus began. |, 
I ſbould be / rmnch for Wars, ©: Peers, 
As not behind/tn hates it what was urg'd 
Main reaſon to perſwade immediate Warr, 
Did not diflwade me moſt, . and ſeem to caſt 
Ominous coh on the-whole ſucceſ : 
When he whomoſt excels in fat of Arms, 
ln what he coutfels and in what excels 
Miſtruſtful, his courage on deſpair 
And utter diflolution, as the ſcope 
Of all. his aim, after ſome dite! 


wizch, that render ath 


Impregnable; oft on the bordering! 
Encamp thit "oe withobGere 
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Matureſt Counſels : for his! thoughts were low 4 [ | 
Timorous'ahd flothful : yet he pleas'd the care, | 


_— Revenge? the Towrof Heav'n arc fill'd 
With Armed actefs 1-1 V/ 
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To periſh rather ,; fwallowd: upatid-'laſt 
[n the wide-yanb'of mnereated wnghey 12! @/ © 1)! 
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Devoid-oF feh(traud imovion 2:/and: nows, | 
Let this be good, whether eorabgepBor | 1/7 
Can giveit, or will ever2 how hecamt if) 
Is doubtfuls 'that he-never: will isfare; > :::.: < 
Rlike en Os ig ciog, 25/001! - 
Belike throno ateance,urutiowmape,y 2! 5:14; 
Togive his Baemies'\thiri with, caldiengl 2/1 351 w 6: | 
Themin his- anger; whom'His-kngerfavts? 11117: 
To puniſh end! wry age hrs gr | 
Seythey wigfognaſel Warry\ue od,/!s 1 
LGvid undAtſtiatd: ed 1 CAN 


Awak'd ſhbuid:blewdtidiricinbaſeybo " 


Should imetmitceS: dgada) ic: 19! | 


His red right hariditw-pla 
r _ ry; yr 
Hell ,fhould!{pourhey Crnoail {A'dT 
{ cxhreatning hiddbus Mg oc 
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[Tf we wereStife ;-againft fo great a foe | 
| Contendib#y!ahd ſo-doubeful what mightfall. - | 
'tLlabgh{ whththoſe who br: the'Spearars bold | 
And '\verfOrbts-l3P char Fail them, ſhrink and fear” 


Book. 2. 
One day upon our headsz whilewe perhaps | 
Deſigning or'exhorting/ glotious Warr, - 
Caught ina fierie Tempeſt ſhall be hurl'd 
Each on his rock transfixt, the fport and prey 
Of raeking whirlwinds, or forever ftugk 
Under yon boylirig Oceaty, wrapt in Chains ; 
There to eoverſe with everlaſting- groans, ' 
Unreſpited; unpitied',' unrepreevd, * 
Ages of hopeleſs end'; this 'would be worſe. 

arr therefareg open or\canceal'd; alike & 
My yoice'(diſÞivades z- fortwhar can force or guile 
With hin 'of who deceive his mind; whoſe eye- | 
Views all things at orie view?he ftom heav'ns highth 
All theſe our motions vain, ſees andiderides 4 
Not more Alinighty to refiſt-our might - | | 
Then wiſetfofruſtrate all 'our plots and wites. 
Shall we therilive thus vile; the race oF Heav'ri 
Thus ttampl'd, thus expell'd toſuffer here 
Chairs 8& theſe Torn:ents? berter theſe then worſe 
By my advice-; fiace fate inevitable ' ' - | 
Subdues us; and Oaniporent Deoresl 0 ve 
The Vittors will;' To ſuffer;!as to doe, | 
Our ſtrength is equal , inorithe Law unjuſt 
That ſg 'ordaing: this was at firſtreſolv'd, 


What yet they nov muſt follow, to endure 


ExHe, we ir viny;'or bbads, 'or' We w3atON -* 
The Tetiteht 6 thir Cong neroder; This is how” | | 


_— whith if we canſuſtain ard bear, | 
= I 1 Out| 
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Strict Laws iwdpbs'V, to Selebraze His T 


Our Supream F. oc in time. may/much remit 

His anger, and/perhaps thus farr remoy'd., 

Not mind us nut offending, ſatish'd 

| With what is puniſh'tz w ence theſe raging fires 
Willflack'n, if bis þreath-ſtix not thir flames. 

Our purer cfcace then will overcome | itt 


Or chang'd at Jevgth, and to/ the. place conforsd 

In n temper - in nature, wid of oe $ 73 , 

: afniliar the;fie rxddent, eng 2X fy pain 5/1; 

Thi bowne wil grew mildes darhoelslighe, 
Belidex what Hope: the pevericnd ng digit 

Of future days maybring,whatchance,what change 

Worth waitings: ace out;preſent let appeers 

For happy though but.ill, for-ill-nat worll, | 

If we procyze:n0t tprour [elves more wars 1 -, 7 
Fhus 'Belial-with wods cloath'diln.reaſons garb 

Counſel'd ign6ble. ca{&{]-and peaceful Nloath, 

Nor peace : and afrex't oh thus Aammon ſpake. 

Either to difiathrene the King of Heay'n 
We warr, jifwartbe beſt; ortoiregain. ,-;'/.,; 
Our own gjght: loſt: bijn aq unthrove wethen ; 


.* [May hope, when everlaſting Fate hall yeild - 


To fickle Chance, and Chaos <= qa 
The former vai to, _ argues 45 Yan. 1; 21 + il, 
The latter: for whathlece cant fog, 8415 $31 


| Within Heas-og/bownd , poleſsWeay'ns. ov "a: 


| We over wer? $upppſe he (bald releng, (pream 
And publiſh Grace toa1l; on promiſe puade x, /'// 
Of new Subject 0p 5 with what $9560 We, 
Stand in bjy preſence bumble, an rol x | 


wa A 


[Thir noxious: yapoitr;: orenur'd, not feel.) -. .;1 1 
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With warbl'd Hymns, and tg his Godhead ſing 
Forc't Halleluiah's 3 while he Lordly fits 

Our envied Sovran, and his Altar breathes 
Ambroſial Odours and Ambroſial Flowers, 

Our ſervile offerings. /'This muſt be our task 
In Heav'n, -this- our, delight 3: how weariſom 
Eternity ſo ſpent in worſhip paid 
To whom we hate. . Let us not then 
By foxce unpoſible,, by leaye obtain' 
Unacceptable, , though in Heav'n, our ſtate | 
Of ſplendid vaſſalage, but rather ſeek 

Our own good from our ſelves, and from our own 
Live to our ſelves, though in this vaſt receſs, 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring 
Hard liberty before the ealie yoke 

Of ſervile Pomp. Our greatneſs will appear 
Then moſt conſpicuous,when great _ of ſmall, 
Uſeful of hurtful, proſperous of adverſe 

Wecan create, and in what place fo e're 

Thrive under evil, -and work eaſe out of pain 
Through labour and endurance. This deep world 
Of darkneſs do we dread 2 How oft amid(t 
Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'ns all-ruling Sire 
Chooſe to reſide, his Glory unobſcur'd, 

And with the Majeſty of darkneſs round 

Covers his T hronezfrom whence deep thunders roar 
Muſt'ring thir rage, and Heav'n reſembles Hell? 
As he our Darkneſs, cannot we his Light 


urſue 


| 
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Imitete-when we pleaſe 2 This Deſart foile 
en luſtre, Gemms and Gold ; 
Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raiſe 


270 


E 2 


Magnificencez and what can Heay'n ſhew more ? 
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Compoſe our preſent evils, with regard 
*1Of = we are ayd where, diſmiſiing quite 


Our tormenrs alſo, niay in length of time 
[Become our Elements, theſe piercing Fires 

As ſoft as now ſeyere, yur temper chang'd 

Into. theirtemper z 'which muſt needs remove ' 
The ſenſible of pain.” All rhings invite 

To peacefut Counſels, and the fettF'd State 

Of order, how in ſafety belt we may 


All thoughts of Warr : ye have what I adviſe. 
| He ſcarce had finiſht, when ſuch mnarmur filld 
Th Aſembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 
The found of bluſtring winds,which all nighe 1 
Had rouy'd the Sea, now with hoarfe cadence lu 


Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Ba 

After the Tempeſt : Such applauſe was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas'd, 
Adviſing peace : for fuch another Field 

They dreaded worſe then Hell : ſo much the fear 
Of Thunder and the Sword of Michael 
Wrought ſtill within them; and no leſs deſire 
To found thisnether Empire, which might riſe 
By pollicy, and long proceſs of time, 

[n. emulation oppoſite tq Heav'n. 

Which when Be#lzebub perceiv'd, then whom, 
Satan except, none higher ſat, with grave 
Aſpe@ he roſe, and in his riſing ſeem'd 

A Pillar of State ;, deep ot bis Front engraven 
Deliberation ſat and pnblick care | 
And Princely counſel in his face 'yet ſhon, 


| 


Sea-faring men orewatcht, whoſe Bark by chance 


Majeſtick though in ruin : ſage he ſtood 
,  Whkhj 
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With Atlantean ſhoulders tit to bear 

The weight of mightieſt Monarchies; his look 

Drew audience and attention ſtill as Night 

Or Summers Noon-tide air, while thus he ſpake. 
Thrones and imperi#IPowers,oft-fpring of heav'n, 

Ethereal Vertues 3 or theſe Titles now 

[Muſt we renounce, and changing ſtile be call'd 

Princes of Hell ? for ſo the popular vote 

{Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 

A growing Empire ; doubtleſs 5 while we drea 

And know not that theKing of Heav'n hath doom' 

This placeour dungeon, not our fafe retreat 

[Beyond his Potent arm, to live exempt 

From Heav'ns high jurisdidtion, in new League 

Banded again his Throne, but to remaine 

[a ſtrifteſt bondage, though thus far removy'd, 

Under ti inevitable curb, reſerv'd 

His captive multitude : For he, be ſure 

ln highth or depth, (till firſt and [aſt will Reign 

Sole King, and of his Kingdom looſe no part 

By our revolt, but over Hell extend 

His Empire, and with Iron Scepter rule 

Us here, as with his Golden thoſe in Heav'n. 

What fir we then projecting Peace and Warr ? 

' Warr hath Jetermin's us, and foild with loſs 

Irreparable 3 tearms of peace yet none 

| Voutſaf't or ſought 3 for what peace will be giv'n. 

To us enſlav'd, but cuſtody ſevere, 

And ſtripes, and arbitrary puniſhment 

Inflited > and what peace can we return, 

But to our power hoſtility and hare, 

Untam'd reluftance, and revenge though flow, 


Yet 
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—YereverPFlotting how the Conquerour leaſt 
| May reap his conqueſt, and may leaſt rejoyce 
340 [In doing what we moſt in ſuffering feel ? 


| 
' 


\Heav'n, whoſe high walls fear no aflaulr or Siege, 
|Or ambuſh from the Deep. What if we find 
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366 


Nor will occalion want, nor. (hall we need 
With erous expedition to invade 


Some eaſier enterprize ? There is a place 
( If ancient and prophetic fame in Heav'n 
Err not) another World, the happy feat 
Of ſom new Race call'd Max, about this time 
To be created like to us, though leſs 
In power and excellence, but favour'd more 
Ot Rim who rules above; fo was his will 
Pronounc'd among the. Gods, and by an Oath, 
That ſbook Heav'ns whol circumference,confirm'd. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 
Or ſubſtance, how endu'd; and what thir Power, 
And where thir weakneſs, how attempted beſt, 
By force of ſuttlety : Though Heav'a be ſhut, 
And Heav'ns high Arbitrator fit ſecure 
In his own ſtrength, this place may lye expos'd 
The utmolt border of lis Kingdom; left 
To their defence who hold it : here,perhaps 
Som advantagious aCt may be xchiev'd 
By ſudden onſet, cither with Hell fire 

© waſte his whole Creation, or poſleſs 
All as our own, and drive.as we were driven, 
The punie habitants, or if not drive, 
Seduce them to our Party, that thir God 


May prove thir foe, and with repenting hand . 
Abo- 
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Aboliſh his own works. This would ſurpaſs 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

in our Confuſion, and vur Joy upraile 

[n his diſturbancez when his dariing Sons 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, ſhall curſe 
Chir frail- Originals, and faded blils, 

Faded ſo ſoon. Adviſe if this be womh , -, 
Attempting, or to fit in darkneſs here-- -_ 
Hatching yain Empires. Thus Fee/zebwb- 
Pleaded his devilith Counſel, firit-deyis'd 

BY 84tuzy. and.irt part propos'd: for whence, , 
But-from the Author of all iH could Spring 

So deep a tnalice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and:inyolve, done all to ſpite -- 

The great. Creatour >» But thir ſpite (t1)] ferves 
His glory'to augmedt. - The:bold delign, 

Pleas'd highly thoſe internal States, and joy 
Sparkl'd jg all thireyes 3 with-full aſlent 
They-yate :. whereas his fpeech be, thus renews, 
cl! have ye judg's,! well ended long debate, : 
Synod: of Gods, and like-towhat ye arc, 1/{\,,..-:/ 
Great things reſolv'd; which from the Jowelt deep 
| Will once more lift us up, ih {pighs of Fate, 
[Neerer oun ancient Seet 3 perhaps-i0, yiew, . 
Of thofe/bright conhnes, whenge with acighbc. 
And oppostine excurlioh/ we: may, (Ar 
Re-enter Heav'n4-or effe in fone tilde Zone +> 
Dwell not _unyifited of Heav'ns fair, Light... 
Secure, 4nd:at the brightnivg Otient beam... --/ -, 
Purge oft. this gloom 3'the folt deliciops Air, 
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420 
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ve, his/fellews, with Motarchal | 
Mos le heſt worthy, unmov thurifpake, 


The dark utbottom'd infinite Abyſs 

And through the paJpable- obſcure find out 
His uncouth way, -or ſpread-his aerie flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings -. 

Over the vaſt abrupt , ere he arrive 

The happy lle 3 what 
Suffice, *or what evaſion bear him ſafe 


All circumſpeCtion, and we now noleſs 


The weight of all and our laſt hope relies, - 
This (aid heſat 5 and expeQarion held -., 
His look ſuf} , awaiting whoappeer'd . 
To ſecond, or oppofe, or undertake - 
The perilous attempt : bur all fur mate, ' 


[n others count'narice red his 


Aſtoniſhe + none 


So hardie as to proffter or 4 
Alone the dreadful vayage x-rill ar laſt. 
tt th, Whom now cendeve Hlory reid 


=; ders Empyreal Thrones, 
| deep (filence and demnry . 


P 

With r&d 

Seis& us; \ 
hard, 


O 
- 


: 
— 


And 


Shall breath'her balme.But firſt whom ſhall we ſend | 
[n ſearch of this new world, whom ſhallwe find 
Sufficient > who ſhall tempt with wandring feet 


h, whar art can then 


| | 
Through the ſtri& Senteries 'and Stations thick | 
Of Angels' watching round ? ' Here he had need 


Choice in our ſuffrage ; for on whom we ſend, 


Pondering the danger with d ng & each 
diſmay -- '/ 

anong' the choice-and prime!” - 

Of thoſe Heav'n-warring' Champions could 'be 

(found 


'9 0) 
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iſtndid flong is the 'way i154 
'thit out of Hell leadrwpeo Lighry » | 
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Our prilon {troag, this huge convex of Fire, -,, | 
Outrageous to devgur,immures us round 
Nivefold, and gates of burning Adamant | 
Barr'd over-us probibit all egrels. 
Theſe paſt, it any. paſs, the void profquad 
Ot unetlential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 
Threatens = plung'd in aq abortive gult. 
If thence h FeaPE into what ever world, Z 
Or unknown, Region, w PR remains bio ich | 
Then unkng GS and as hard eſcape. | 
{Bur 1 for; Fr —o tc Throne, O Peers, | | 
And this Imperial Sov'ranty, adorn'd 
With (; pleads, arm'd with power, it aught pro- | 
And And jpeg d of public moment,ia the ſhape (pos'd | 
Of difficulty or danger, could deterre 1. | 

Me from attempting. Wherefore do I aſſume {459 
Theſe Royaltics, and not refuſe toReign, | 
Refuling to acce great a ſhare 
Of hazard as of —_— » due alike 
To himwho Reigus, —- fo much to him due 
= hazard more ,'as he above the he reſt 

gh honourd fits > Go therfore mighty powers, 
Te of Heay, iD though fall a; intend at Joh 


449 


While ſhall.be pur A, A ſe 
The, clit, pod 5 4% 
b Es ho Thi at.charm 

Tore "Fein, - 5.5 the-pain 


G 10n 2 Jntermit no watch, a 

01 2h a cefubFoe, wh il abr | 
iT rough, all the coaſts,of 'fe ign "I | 
Deliverance.far. us ;all : this enterprize © | 
ou | 
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' None ſhall partake with ue. Thus ſaging roſe ; 
[The Monarch; and prevented all reply, 22% 
| Prudent, leaſt from bis reſolution rais'd 
[Others among the chiet might offer now OS | 
470 ( Certain to be refus'd Y whar erſt they featd ; | 
And fo refivd might in opiaion Rand 
His rivals, winning hide the high repute 
| Which he through hazard huge muſtearn But they? 
 Dreaded not more th! adventure then his voice | 
'Forbidding 3' 2nd at once with him they roſe ; - 
{Thir rifing aY at once was 2» the found | | 
Of Thunder heatd remote. Towards him they bend |: 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a 
_ —- ae the higheſt in Heay'n : R 
80 Nor fail'd theyto expreſs much t 'd, 
: , That for the hooker + y be Efpied of 
'His own : for neither dorhe Spirits damn'd ** 
Looſe all thir vertue3 leaſt bad men ſhould boaſt 
[Thir ſpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, | 
(Or cloſe ambiziorr varnithe ore with zeal,” - --| 
[Thus they thit doubtful) copſnleations Bark «© | 
Ended rejoycing in thir matchleſs Chief : aol 
| As Whentrom mountain rops the dusky clouds 


'Aſcending,white the North windOgers, oyirreed 
| my 


490\Heav'ne ul face, rhe lowting' 
Scowls ore the 'd>rind Jantskip Snoy, of flrthrre ;' 
If chance'the radiant Sim with farewell firecr 
Extend his ev'ningbeam, the fieldsreyivr, 
'The birds thir notes renew, od blezring berds |. 
| [Arteſt-thir joy, thr tYl and by te. unh, 
Ofhamerowent Devif with Devil dama'd © | 


| 


q 2 difagtee**'* © 
| Of 


{Alonoth' Antagbniſt of Heavy, nor Teſs TO | 


F | 


——————— ———  —— 


Paradiſe oft. Book 3. 


[of Creatures rational, though under hope | 

Of heavenly Grace :' ati God proclaiming peace, | 

Yet live in hatred, enmitie, and ſtrife 

Among thervſelves, ard levie cruel warres, 

Waſting the Earth, each-other to deſtroy : 

As if (which =_—_— induce tro accord) / 

Man had nothelliſh foes anow beſides, 

That day and night for his deſtruction waite. 
The $tygian Councel thus diflolvdiand forth | 


MC 


ers. 
| Disband, ind wandririg, cach his'fev wiy”:. 
3 p | : 


In order - carne the ftrand infernalPeets, 12) 


Then Hells dread Emperon r with pomp Supreg 
And God-like inmitated'Stare 5 Him nn + ts 
A Globeof fierie Seraphim incley © . 
With bright imblazotiri& ind hortelt ting, © | 
Then of thir'Sefſiori'endet) they bid'&y * *! 
With Trumpets regal ſound the great refulr: '- 
Toward the four winds fotr 'f;, Cherubitn' ' 
Put to thir hotithy the ſounding *Albpriie © 

By Harifds voirct'explain'd't rich Aby 
Heard fart and' wide, mnd al] the Hoſt of 'FI&NT 
With deafoing ſhour, —_ thenrlqudaccliim. 
Thience more dteaſlethirminds-and'( hatraid 
By falſepreſu#mprtaous hope; the ranged =. 


# . 


Puarſees, os inclination or ſad choice | 
Leads him a where Ho fikelieſtfind | 


Truce #&h reviſe Figaging, Sh enterrain”/._ 
The itkſome hours, tl hiv gret Chief k- 
Parr & the Plain, of in thi Air fiblithe, -* 7.4 


Ls 


F” pon the wing, or In'fwift rate contAd;,”"" | 
F 2 As: 
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{ Part curbthir hierie Streds, orihunthe Goal 
| With rapid wheels, or fronted Brigads form, 
As when. to warn proud Cities warr appears *' 
Wag'd in the troubl'd $kie, and Armies ruſh 
To Battel ia the Glauds,. before each Van - 
Pric forth the Acric Kaights, and couch thir ſpears 
Till thickeſt Legions cloſe 5 with feats of Arms 
[Frm either of Heav'a the welkin burns. 
Others with vaſt Typbezs rage more tell 
;45| Rend op/both-Rocks and Hills, and ridethe Air * 
| In whirlwiad 4 Hcl} (cacce bolds the wilde uproar. 
As when Alcider from Ocalis Crown'd 
With conquelt, felt th' envenom'd robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Theſilien Pines,” | 
And Licbss, from the top of Ogre threw: 
lato th' Exhoir Sea. rs more milde, 
Rom ina ems palley d my. 
ith-notes Angelical to many a Harp 
LN phi Henke deegs and haple(s fall 
$50|By doow of Baitcl ; and complaia that -Fagze 
Free Vertue ſbould enthrall tro Force or Chance, 
Thir ſung was partial, but the harmony 
( What could it leſs when Spirits immortal ling 2) 
Suſpended H- 1|, and rook with ravidument 
Thethronging audience. la diſcourſe more ſweet 
For Eloquence the Soul, Song charass the Seade,) | 
hers a ſit on a Hill retir'd, - + | 
In thoughts mgre elevate, and reaſon'd (high - , 
f Gece: Forcknowledge, Wi Face, 
560[Fixt Fate, fre: will, faxerngwledge abſolute, 
And found 1.o cud, in wandring mazes luſt. 
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\Of god and evil much they argih'd then, 
Ot hepginaſa,and final milety, '--- 
[Paſſion and Apathie, and glory and ſhame, 
Vain wiſdom all, and falſe Philoſophie:: 
[Yee with a pleaſing {oxcerje conld:icharon 
\ Pain for a while oranguilh; and! excite . 
'Fallacious bope, or arm thipbdured breſt 
With ſtubborn patience as with triple ſtcel. 
Another part in$quagrons and grols Bands, 
On boyd pgrane | 4 mL | 
'That diſmal;world, jt vny haps 
Might yeild them ealter hebegion: done « 
Four ways thir flying March, along the Banks 
Of four internal Rivers. that dit | 
Into the byrajng, Lake thir balehal ſtrramss 
Abhorred 8t3x the flood of deadly: hate, - 
Sad Acheron of ſorroy,. black and\deep 
Cocytwe, nam'd of lamentation: loud 
Heard on the ruful ſtreams fierce Phlegeton 
Whoſe wayes of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
'Farr off fram theſe a (law and ſitenvtream, 
'Lethe the River of Oblivion roules 
\ Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former (tate and- being forgets, 


Furgets both joy and grief, pieaſuce and pan. 


Beyond this flood a frozen Gominent 
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|Thaws not, but gathers heap, and zwin feems/ /.| 


Of ancient pile 3,2) elle deep ow arubice,” 1) 
| a gulfprofoursl.as that SerbaniantBog ©» 7" 
Where! 


\Betwixt Damiate and movant Capes ald, 


C— — —_—_— — 


—"—— — ——— — w”—_— Nw 


| 


—_—_— 


: 
: 


 Parddiſe-oft. . | Book 2. | 
| 


| 580 


| 


Book 21 Paradiſe-leſt. - 


here Arailes whole have ſank > the piarch 
Burns frore, and cold performs thi'e 
| Thithepby harpy-footed Furies hail'd, 
| At certain revolutions all the damn'd ww 1 
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Forth iſlu'd, brandiſhing kis fatal Dart 
Made to deſtroy: 


Me overtook his mother. all diſmaid, : 
And in embraces forcible and foule 
Inge with me, of that rape begot 
Theſe'yelWing Monſters that with ceaſleſs cry 


And bourly-bozn, with forrow infigite 

To me, for when they liſt into the womb 
[That bred them they return,and howle and 

800 by Bowels, their repaltz; then burſting fort 


That reſt or intermiſſion noae ,I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppolition ſits 

Grim Death my Son-ang foe, who ſets them 
' And me his Parent would,full ſoon devour 
'For want of ather. Prey, but. that : $ 
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Hell trembl'd at the hideous Name, and fig 
| From all her Caves, and back reſounded Death. 
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And my fair Son here ſhowſt me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys 
Then ſweet, now fad to mention, through dire 
Befalln us untoreſcen,unthought of, know (change 
I come no enemie, but to fer free 

From out this dark and diſmal houſe of pain, 
Both himand thee, and all the heav'aly Hoſt 

Of Spirits that in vur juſt pretenſes arm'd 

Fell with us from on high : from them go 

This uncouth errand ſole, and one for all 

My ſelf expoſe, with lonely ſteps to tread 

Th' unfounded deep, & through the void immenſe 
To ſearch with wandring queſt a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring &gns, ere now 
Created vaſt and'round, a place of bliſs 

[ln the Pourliedes'of Heav'n, and thereinplac't | 
Arace-of upſtart Creatures, to ſupply 

Perhaps our vacant room, thongh moreremov'd, 
Leaſt Heav'n furcharg'd with potent multitude | 
Might hapto move new -brojles : Be this or aughe 
Then this more ſecret now deſign'd, I haſte 
To know, and this once known, ſhall ſoon return, 
And bring;ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell ateafe, and npand down gnfeen 
Wing Glentlythe buxoar Air, imbalm'd "| 
With-odours5:thefe ye ſhall be fed and fll'&; © * 
Immesſurably,; all chings-ftallbe your prey. ._ 
He ceay'd,for both ſeemd pighty pleaſd, and Death' 
Grinnd horrible a gaſtly fm 
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- (Sad inſtrument of all our wot, ſhe took:;, 


The key of this-infernal Pit by due, . . - 
And by command of Heay'ns all-powerful King 
| keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Theſe Adamantine Gates ; againſt all force 
Death ready ſtands to interpoſe his dart, 
Fearleſs to be o'rematcht by living might. 

But what ow I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and bath hither thruſt medown 
Into this gloom of Tarterxs profound, 


'To fit in hateful Office here confin'd, 


lnhabitant of Heav's, and heav'nlie-born, 
Here in perpetual, agonie and pain, 

With terxors and with clamors compaſst round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed : 
Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou 
My being gav'{t me 53 whom ſhould obey |: - 2 © 
But thee,whom, follow ? thou Wilt bring tne-ſoon 
Tothat new world of light and hlifs, among.  -- 
The Gods who live at eaſe, where I ſhall Reign 
Atthyrig hand volyptupus, azbeſeems! 1. \' 1 \ 
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Harſh Thunder, that the loweſt bottom thook 
lOF erebus. She op'nd, but to ſhut 
Excel'd her power 5 the Gates wide op'n ſtood, 
That with extended wings a Bannerd Hoſt 
Under ſpread Enſigns marching might paſs through 
With Harſe and Chariots rankt in looſe array 
So wide they (ſtood, and like a Furnace mouth 
Caſt forth redounding ſmoak and ruddy flame, 
Before thir eyes in ſudden view appear 
The ſecrets of the hoarie deep, deb 
Tilimitable Qceatn witheut bound, bighth, 
'Without dimenſion, - where length, breadth, and 
And time and place are loſt; where eldeſt Night 
And Chats, Anceſtors of Nature, hold 
Eternal fwarchie; amid(t the noiſe 
Of-endleſs warrs, and, by confuſion Gand. 

(For hot,cold,meilt, and. dry, faur Champiogs fierce 
Strive here for Maiſtric,and. to Battel bring 
Thir embryon Atoms; they-around the flag 
each his faQiop, in thir ſeveral Clanas, 

Light- «ax onhesvy; ſharp, ſmooth, ſwift or flow, 
Swarm populous, unnuaper'd; as the Sands: 
'Of Barcs' or Cyrene;s torrid foil; 
Levied to lidewith warring Winds, and poiſe 

hir tighter wings., To-whom theſe adhere, 

ce rules a.awment.z Cheos Unpire ſits, 
And bydecifien moze imbroileg the fray 
| letra he Reigns : next him high Arbiter 
Chance governsal, Into this wilde Abyfs, 
The Womb. of nature; and. perbaps her Grave, 
Of neither. Sea, nor, Shore, -nor. Air, nar Fire, 
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Confus'dly, and which thus muſt over fight, 
Unleſs th' Almighty Maker them ordain 

' His dark materials to create more Worlds, 

| Intothis wilde Abyſs the warie fiend 

'Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a white, 

| Pondering his Voyage 3 for no narrow frith 

He had to croſs. Nor was hiseareleſs peal'd 
With noiſes loud and roinous (to compare 
Great things with ſmall) then-when Be/ona ſtorms, 
With all her battering Engines bent to raſe 

Som Capital City, or lefs then if this frame 

Of Heav'n were falling, and theſe Elements 

In mutinie had from her Axle torn 

The ſtedfaſt Earth. At laſt his Sail-broad Vannes 
He ſpre:ds for flight, and in the farging ſmoak 
Uplifted- fpurns the ground, thence many a League 

As itt a cloudy Chair ——_—_— ANISER 
Audacious, but that ſeat ſoon failing, meets 
A vaſt vacuitie : all unawares 
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He ceas'd 3 agd 84tzr [aid hot to reply, | 
But glad that now his Sex ſhould finda ſhore,  - 
Witk freſh alacritte and force renew'd | 
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Thee re-viſit now with bolder win | 
Eſcap't the $r5gian Pool, though 1 ind! | 
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\. [With vther notes then to th' Orphean Lyre 
I fung of Chaos and Eternal Night, 


The dark deſcent; a 
Though hard and rare : 


To find thy piercing ra 
Or dim ſuffuſion yeild. 


Thoſe other two equ 


And Tireſuws and Pbr 
\Then Cr ag ug 


— 


— 


| Preſenc 


Taught by the heav'nl aly Muſe to venture down 


upto reaſcend, 
thee I reviſit ſafe, 


And feel thy ſovrah vital Lamp 3 but thou 
Reoviſit'ſt not theſe eyes, that fowle in vain 


, and find nodawn 


So thick a drop ſerene ith quenche thir Orbs, 


Yetnot the more 


Ceaſe I to wander where the Muſes haunt 

Cleer Spring, or ſhadie Grove, 6# Sunnie Hill, 

Smit with the love of ſacred fon ; but chief 

Thee $i0n and the flowrie Brooks beneath 

T hat waſhthy hallowd feet, and whoa flow, 

Nightly 1 viſit. ;. nos oY tires forget 
2 


with mein Fate, 


So were I equal'd with them ini renown, 

Blind Thamyris and blind Meonider, 

mens Prophers 61d.” 7, * 
t, that volirararie move 
ay numbers 3 as the wakeful Bird ' 
Sings darkling, and in ſhadieſt Covert hid 
Tom urnal Note. 
Seaſons return,,.;but not to te returns | 
Day, or the ſweet approach of Ev/h 'or Mort, | 
Or ſight of — ootp, or Sutnmers Roſe," 
Or flocks, or "met of or human face divine Ste 


But cloud i ead, d ever-during dark - 
ia ſt $2 $, Ape ng 


Eheatfut whjcs of me” 


SN 
Gut of; aeiot the Book of knowledg fair” 
wit haUniverfal 'blane © 


Thus with the Year 
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Book 3. 
Of Natures works to mee expung'd and'ras'd\, 
And wiſdome at one entrance quite ſhut out, * 
So much the rather thou Celeſtial light 
Shine inward, and the mind through all her 
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all miſt from t 
Purge and diſperſe, that I may ſee and tell 
Of things inviſible to mortal ' 
Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he ſits ; , 
High Thron'dabove'dlf highth, bent dow 
His own works and their works at once to view ;:; 
About him all the Sandtities of Heaven by 
Stood thick as Starrs, and from his fight receiv'd 
Beatitude paſt utterance 5 on his right 
|The'radiant image of his Glory ſar, | 
His onely Sonz On-Earth hefirſt beheld 
Our two firſt Parents, yet the onely two 
Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac't, 
Reaping immortal fruits 
Uninterrupte® Joy, timival, 
| haves he'then ſurvey'd | -, 
HelldxdtheGulf betwerh, and Satan there 
Coaſting the wall: 6 Heav'n on this ſide;Ni 
ſublite] 4d ray fow:”” 
I weafiet? Wii 
On the 'barecurlidel of this: W 
(Firm land \imboſom'd without Firmameng 
Uncertain which,' 1+ Otean or in Air. | 
Him God beholding 
'Wherein paſt, preſe 
Thus:t6 his'onely elecing 
Onely begotten Son, ſerſk tho 
wi 


oy and love, 


bis proſpeft high...” . : 
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Paradiſe off 


_ Tt ranfports our adverlarie, whom no bounds 


Preſcrib'd, no barrs of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heapt on him there, nor yet the main Abyſs 
Wide interrupt can hold; ſo bent he ſeems 

On deſperat revenge, that ſhall redound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now 


Not farr off Heav'n, in the PrecinQs of light, 
Dire&tly towards the new created World, 


go | And Man there plac't, with purpoſe to aſſay 


If him by force he can deſtroy, or worſe, +. 
By ſom falfe guile pervert z and. ſhall pervert ; 
For man Will heark'n to his glozing lyes, 
And eaſily tranſgreſs the ſole Command, 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall 
| Hee and his faithleſs Progenie : whoſe fault ? 
| W hoſe but his own ? ingrate, he had of mee 
All he could have ; I made him juſt and right, 
[Sufficient to have ſtood, though free to fall, 


100 [Such I created all th' Ethereal Powers a7 
And Spirits,both them,who {ſtood&; them whoifailds 


Freely they ftood who hs Ley felt who'fell!!-, 
t 


Mr one! 
Not what 

Whar pleaſure 
When Will and Reaſon (Reaſon alſo' is choice) 
Uſeleſs and vain, of freedom, both deſpojld,} 


Not mee.”''T 
So were created, nor Cap,ju 


y accuſe .,' 


| 


is L if.Y ; —_ 


_—__ 


Through all reſtraint broke looſe he w_ his way 
of li 


Not free, what proof could. have giva lincers 
Of truealle 7 Wore Fa Or hare ia 
THEY ,NGcct my « @ppeare, 

foul8? what praiſe could they re- 
from ſuch obedience paid, (ceiye? 


' 


110 [Madexaſſiye both, had ſarvd neceſſities -: 11; a 
hey therefore 4.00 right belongd, | 


bs Thir 
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Thir maker, or thir making ; 'or thir Fate 3 
As if Predeſtination over-rnFd 
Thir will, diſpos'd by abfolute Decree 
Or high forcknowledpe z they themſelves decreed 
Thir own reyolt, not I : if I foreknew, 
Foreknowledge had'no influence on their frule, 
W hich had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 
So without leaft impulſeor ſhadow of Fate, 
Or aught'by me immytablic foreſeen, | 
They y treſpaſs Authors tothemſthves in-all 
Both wh an Cry e and what they chooſe; for {o 
I formd the nd free they maſt remain, 
Till they enthrall themſelves: T elſe muſt change 
Thir nature, and reyoke the high Decree 
Un ble, Eterna}, which ordain'd 
Thir freedom, they theryſelves ordain'd thirfall. 
The firft ſort by thir own er rey fell, 
Self-tempted, ſelf-deprav'd : Man falls deceiv'd 
By the other 'frſt : Man therefore ſhall find grace, 
he other none: in M and Juſtice 

Through Heav'n andEarth, fo ſhall loric excel, 
But Mercy firſt and laſt ſhall brighteſt ſhine 

Thus while God gown; fragra ore ls 
All Heav'n, and in the bleffed Spirits elect 
Senſe of new. joy ineffable diffus'd : 
Beyond compare the Son of God was ſeen 
Moſt glorious, in him all his Father ſhon 
Subſtantially expreſs'd, and in his face 
Divine compaſizon viſibly y appe 
Love without end, and without meafure Grace, 
Which uttetingthus be to'bis Farhby 

O Father, gracious was that word hich clos'd 
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q Thy & 'f vsandeptenge, that Man ſhould find grace 3 


| For which both Heayapd, Earth ſhaſl high extoll! 


Li, greaſe, with th' mnumerable ſound 
Ot Hyg eng acre 3 Songs wherywith thy Throge 


Fo aopals Sibel bs ine te VO na Miro: 
T vi, 


hy creatyre i incl thy youngeſt Jon 


| Fall ClECUmYe dthust by fraud, onaga os 


With his own tplly ? that be frgm.theefarr, 


yaho, Judge, 


| His mal RY goodacls bring to.gaught, 

Or proudreturathoughto Kio NEALE (5m 1; 
Yet, wit & acgomplilh't, and to Hell -;- 
Draw ol rs 4 ce'of mankind, + 


-| By ham colragted ?'Or Lars thou thy ſelf 


Aboliſh thy Cxeation., mn daring 

For 2th what for thy ou haſt made ? 
deeded po and-thy.g ingls both 

Be ond = As} _ ut defence, 

To whom the great Creatour thus re pus 

O Son, un whom my Soul hath chief delight, 

Son of my boſom, Son'wh art alone 

My word, my,wi Om, 06g! ual Nati 

\ All haſt thou { cake as my t Ts are, all - 

As my Eterna purpoſe bh decreed : 


Man ſhall not loſt, but fay/d who will » 

Loader TE but of FE - x NO..4 
reely 4, ence more:tw 

His _—__ ers, though Prfeit and d catbralld 


By| 
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By fin to foul cxorbita itant TR | 
Upheld by me , yet, once more he ſha ſhall. ſtand 
On even ground againſt his mortal foe, 
By me u vheld, that he may know how frail 
His Fall'h condition is, and to me ow A 


Some I bave choſen of peculiar grace. - 

Ele above the reſt 3 ſo is my will : 

Lt... fotul {ball hear v7 call, and i be warnd 
ir & and to'9 e betimes 

Th'incen ed 5 Eg wh DO Jer age 

lovites 3 for Iwillcleer thir ſenſes dark, 

What bd ſuffice, and ſoft'n rp forks, 

= Pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 


» 


Miae ere ſtall? not be flow, mine Js not ſhut 
And I will place within them as a guide, . 


er light well us'd they (h; 
trfiſting, fafe + arrive. 


This my Tong bo Foe yep ;of grac 
[They who pag] nd fcorn, we rel 
\But hafdbe' Pied's ; blind 'be blinded more, 


[That they may ſtu ble , and deeper fall 
And 66h pe fe iS -. 
But yet'4 Moro 4a 

Ditonat be eaks Han 


A the 

Ge —_ Bl 
4 

Ts Maori 
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All his deliv'rance, and to none but me. 


, and obedience d 
TRnS LA Mar with ſners intent," M 


x Um pages Conſcience, whom if t ey will tear, 
| attain, | 


ever oh. bs 
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} 


He with bis whole poſteritie muſt dir 


220 


|Muſt have bin loſt, adjudg'd ro Death und Hell | 


230 To vilitallthy creatures, and ro all * 


240 


Die hee of Tuftice muſt 3 unleſs for him 
Som other able, and as hey pay 
The rigid ſatisfaftion, death for death. 

Say Heav'nly Powers, where ſhall we find ſuch love, 
Which of 'ye will bemottal to redeem 

Mans mortal crime, andjulſt th* unjaſt co ſave, 
Dwels.in all Heaven charitie fo deare ? 

He a$k'd, bur all the Heav'nly Quire ſtood mute, 
And filerice was in Heav'n : on mans behalf © 
Patron or Interceffor none fever, 

Much leſs thar durſt upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſom ſet. _ 

And now without redemption all mankind 

By doom ſevere, had not the Son' of God, | 
In whomthe fulneſs dwels of love divine, 

His deareſt mediation thus renewd. | 
Father, thy word is paſt, man ſhall find grace z; 
And hall grace not find means, 'thar finds her way, 
The ſpeedieſt of thy winged mellengers, ' - *; 


Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, u ht, 
Happie for man, ſo comming 3 he her aide 

Can never feek, once dea BI and loſt;._ , 
Attonenient for himfefor offering "meet, 


lndebted and undon, hath nbiie ro bring : 
Behold mee then, wee for him, life for life 

| offer, on, mee let thine anger fall; ' * 
Account meeman ; I for his ſake will ſeaye 
Thy boſom, and this glorie next eo thee 
Freely put-cff,” and” f6r him laſtly die 


Welt 
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Wellpleasd, oome let'Death wreck all his rage ; 
Under tris it power' | (hall not long 
Lic vanquilkt 3 'thou haſt giva me to polleſs 
Life in/my felf for ever, by thee 1 live, 
Though now eo Deathek yeild, and am his due 
All that of mio cun' die, yet that:debe paid , | 
Thou wile got leave. me:tin the loathlom grave 
His prey,” nor ſuffer my unſpotted Soule 
Forever with c ion there to dwell ; 
My Vanguilts: frotld. of bis. vaated-ſpdie 
My Vanai vt: his vanted-ſpoile 5 
Dcach bis deat fiowpwitnd hal then receive, & (tory 
loglorious,'of his: mortall [ting dilarm'd. 
| chrongheks ample Air in —_ bigh 
Shall lead Hell Captive oo 6 I, and ſhow 
The powers of darknels bound. : Thou, at the fight 
Pleas dont of Hewven ſhalt look down and fail, l 
While by thee rais'd T ruin all my Foes, 
Death laſt, and with his Carcaſs glut the Grave: 
Tom with the multitude of my redeemd 
| enter Heaven long: abſent, and returne, 

Father, toſee thy face, whereinnd cloud. 
Of angerfll remain, but peace aſlur'd, 
And reconcitement 5 wrauth ſhall be no more 
Theneceforth, 'buc in thy preſence Joy cutice., 

His wotds here ended; but his meck afpect 
Silent yet ſpake, and breath'd :immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only ſhon 
Filial obedience : as a-ſacrifice 
Glad tobe ofter'd, he attends the will 
Of his great Father. 'Admigation'feis'd 1 
All Heawn, what this might mean, & whither tend 
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_ | As matypazare beſtorid) withonteHee none... - - 


| ISo rom ry nr Dal auitdobr Hell bates, : [1 


* So eaſily deſtroy d,- and {i111 deſtroyes |, ! , 
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Wonering 4 but-ſoor thi Fdrbiginy thus rephy'd 7 
O he in Heav'narid:Ezcth tithe agl peace 11} 
Found out for mankind under w#eauth, Q thou 
My ſole complacence } well thou know'ſt how dear, 
Tomeate athoiy wotks; tor Mad theleaſt | | ; 
| Though laſt created, thet .tov him Lipare +. (1 i, 
Theetrom my-bofomm :and right band; t6 fave, 
By looſing thee a while, the whole Race loſt. 
Thou therefore whom thou only cariſt redeeme 
Thir Nature allo tothy:Nature joyne:4-1/, | - 
And bethy ſelf Man'among then * the ::."/ 
Madeficſh, when-time {ball be,-of Virgin Teed, 
By wondrous birth :. Be'thou in Adzws room 
The Head of all mankind, though 4dews Son. 
As'in him- periſh all men, fo jocb&6-(1 :.: 
As from a ſecond raant:fhall be raſtor'd, » 


' 


His crime makes guiltte all 'his Song, thy-therit 
ſmputed ſhall abſolve them whorenounce 1. 
Thir own botkurighteous and _—_— deer, 
Receivenew life;:So Man, 0314 wiſkjaſt, pre] 
Shall ſatisfie for Man, be judg'd and.die; ;-._ 
And dyingriſe, . and riling with bimraife.;>- !,:, 
His Brethrenyranſooid-withhis owh,deas:bfg- |; 


Giving to | 
$o dearly to redeem what Helliſh hate - 


achy and dyingtbrec 2 7 3115 9 


In thoſe who, whenthey way, accept not, grace-, 
Nor ſhalt thou by. defeeriding, taafſume:y ©: 1), 
Mans Nature, Icfs'n:or degrade thibe Gwnel” 


Becauſe 


— 
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Equ joyi | T, 
Going Sq ah quitted a fl 34 = 
A World Rom up er Fr and haſt been found 


By Merit ny Wis 4 right $: on of 59% 

Found woft Ib v4 fo 0x rn 

Farr morethen [as y (ny: in thee 

Love hathi eval ors then Glory woueg, 

Ther thy Humiliation (hall exalt 

With t anhood alſgto this, Th 

Here Web It $lipt wo C c ſhalt Rei 

bee Fa In Son bal bf God =] -£ 

Anointed un verſal King: ; all Power 

[ give thee, rig foreyer, and aſlume 

Thy Metits; under thee 35 Head Supream 
ms.Pywers,Domi ions Lreduce: 


Theanes,P C 

| Alt Kees to Sony ſhall bow, of them that bide 

In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth-in Hell ; 
[When thou at tended gloriouſ]y from Heav'n 
\Shalt i in Apat on, peer ang from, thee ſend 

'The th lng b-Angels to proclaime 

| Thy Area? ox nal 7; forthwith from all Windes 
The living, arid forthwith the cited dead 

Of all paſt Ages tv the general Doom 

Shall haſt'n,ſycha peal ſhall rquſe thir Nleep. 
(Then all thy Saints aſlemb}'d, thow-ſhale judge 
[50 men and Angels, Phey arcaignd ſball ſink 
Beneath thy Sentence 3 Hell, her numbers full, 
Thenceforth ſhall be for ever ſhut. Mean while 
The World ſhall burn, and from her hes ſprin 
[New HBeav'n and Earth, whergia juſt ſbal) 
And after all thir tribulations long (dwell 
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350 


See qr days, fruitful of golden { 
=_ Joy OL _ , and fair Truth, 
n thou thy regal Scepter ſhalt lay b 
For regal Sce au ob dd more ed, 
God ſhall be All in All. "But all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who-tp compaſs all this dies, 
Adore the Son, and honour him as mee. ' 
No ſooner had th' Almighty ceas't, but all 
The multitudeof Angels with a ſhout 
Loud as from numbers without number, ſweet 
As from bleſt voices, uttering joy, Heav'n ruog 
With Jubilee, and loud-Holanna's fill'd 
Th' eternal Regions : lowly reverent 
Towards either Throne they bow,& tothe ground 
With ſolemn adoration down they caſt 
Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 
Immortal Amarant, a Flour which cnce 
In Paradiſe, faſt by the Tree of Life 
an to bloom, but ſoon for mans offence 
ToHeav n remov'd where firſt it grew,there grows, 
And flours aloft wm the Fount of Life, 
And wheretheriver ofBliſsthrough midſtof Heava 
Rowlso're Fli Flours her Amber ſtream 
With theſe that never fade the Spirits Ele 


«if 


| Of charming ſymp 


Bind thir reſplendent locks inwreath'd with beams, 

w in looſe Garlands thick thrown off,the bright 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jaſper ſhon 
[mpurpl'd with Celeſtial Roſes ſmil'd. 
Then 'dagainthir gold'n Harps they took, 
Harps ever eun'd. that glittering by their lide 
Like Quivers nas. her with Przamble ſweet 

nie they introduce Thet 
ir 
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Thir ſacred Song,and waken ra 
voice exempt,no voice bur wel 
—— part, ot (och ramen is in Heay'n. 
hee Fat r Omaiporent, 
Immutable, tmworſl, fone, iT 
Eternal 5 thee Author of i 
Fountait }thy ſelf wv 
Awid(t the glorious 
Thron'd inacceſſible, but when thou ſhad'ſt 
The full blaze of thy bea whe a) 
Drawn round about thee theefike 
Dark with exceſſive b thy skirty 
Yet dazle Heav'o, that brighteſt Seraphim 
= thy bor with I Gcoarkgt 
z of all Creat rſt, 
e Similirude, 
{In Ck >a Dio Sire Sigkoit 
{Made viſible, th' Almighity Father lhiqes, 


'Impreſst the eff 


of hisGIp 
Trimfai'd on 


By thee created, and by thee threw down 
| Ht aſpiriog Dominations : thou t Sov, 


en eng: 


Ct fe ro 


Whom elſe no Creature canbehold;' z on thee | 
_— | 


Hee Heav'nof in mh pry hall thetein 


: 
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& where thou firſt 


through a cloud 
a radianr Shrine, 


appeer, 


cloud 
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mtr ret . while o're ps ry hoc A 
'Thou:drov'ſt ren worker: Fm. Angels diſarraid; 
em Rh eh RI 'with op MR 
| To execute ena rm om hour om there might | 
Notfo onMan: hitn rough their" rok rar,” 
IC Farther 
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No ſooner did thy dear and onely Son 
Perceive thee purpas'd nctto dove frail Man 
Soſtritly, but _ more to ; pantry > 

He to oele thy wrauth,.a the ſtrife | 
Of Mercy and Juſtice in thy face-difrern'd, 
Regardleſs of the Bliſs wherein hee fat- 
Second to thee, ofterd bimſelf to die 

For mans offence, -O unexamphid love, 

Love no where to be found thenViviee!- 
Hail Son of God, Saviuur. won hot thy Name. 
Shall be the co jou matter, 

Henceforth, and never ſhall my No thy qraile -/ 
Forget nor from thy F Mprated, 
| they in Heng be Pare Sp 
This ha 


ware): 
a  / weny7 Eros rr em 
Of this round =o d,who Lov yr divides. 
The luminous = Leh pc rk, 


From' Chaos and. 
Satan alighted v any" {Glabar wb. $lr's 


It ſeem'd, now ng 2 by 


Starleſ; Expos and ever 3hedoing froctos 4 71 
Of Chave blu ets FO "1 
Save on that fide which from 

[Though diſtant farr ſom ſaxall refletioagdines 


—— 


dy »1073,X 


As when'a dr ihe eto 


Wheſe ſnowie ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 7 


Fatherof Mercie and Gracc, thou didft not dvane 
{So ſtriftly, but autch more to. pitieencline : + - «--/ 


(Darkneſv0ld,» 


Dark , waſte, and wild, vader the lows of Night | 


llefHeav n H 


Of glimmerin on leſs voxt; withtewpeſtioud ; 
430 Here walk'd | the Fiend. ate de L 
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Diflodging from a;Regionicarce of prey | 


Of Ganges or 
But in his wap lights on che baxren plaines 
Of Sericanag where Chiveſea drive *- 


$o on this windieSca of Land, : the Ficnd 


Alone, for other Creature _inithir place 
Living or liveicſs to befound-was none, 


Up hither like Aercal vapours flew 
Ot all things tranſeoric and: vain, when $1 
With vanity had-wld the works of men 
Both all thiags val; and all whoanvain 
Built thir fond hopes 
Or happineſs in this or th' othenlifez 
All hd! 

Of painful-Superſtitiot and blnd.zea), - 


Fit retribution; em as thir deeds ; 
Allth' — 


Abortive, monſtrour, or unkindly mixt, 


Not in the neighbouring Mood , 'as ſome 
Thoſe argent Fields more likely babitants, 
Traaſlated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt th' Angelical and Human kinde : 

| Hither of ill-joyod Sons and [Daughters born 


| K 2 


To gor » nie ate INN 

On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies toward the: 
daſpes, Indian (treams , (Springs, 
With Sails and Wind thir cane Waggons light 
Walk'd up and down alone bent-oh his prey, 


None yet, but ſtove hereafter from the carth 
eget 
Ws | 
of Glorie or aſl va th 
have thir reward on Earth, the fruits 
Naughe ſeekingrbot the praiſe of men, here find 
works of Natures hand, 


Diſſolvd on earth, fleet huther, and ins vain, 
Till final.difdolution, wander! here, - (dreamd ; 


Firſt from the ancient World thoſe Giants came © 


— 
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| 
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[0 j/£ then renownd : 
The '8 bel on the Plain 

| Of Seawaer, and ſtill with vain defigne 
| New 84bels, had they whetewithall, would build: 
' Others ; hee who to be deemd 

470 A God, leap'd fondly into #t#« flames, 
Empedlecles,' and bee who ty. enzay 
Plato's Elyſium, leap'd into' the Sea, 
Cleombrotas, and —_— too long, 
Embryo's and Idives; : itzand Friers 
White, Blackand Grey, with all thir crumperie-' 
Here Puprims coarn, that d fo farr to frek 
| In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heav'n 5 
Andthey who . how —_— 

onthe wee |  % 
430 wo "ns beter tu paſs 
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The Trepidation talker, and that firſt moy'd; 
And now Sajnt-Reter at Heavins 'Wicketſtems | 
'To:wait them with his Keys, andr-now at foot 
Of Heav'ns aſcent they lift.thir, Feety when loe 
' A violent croſs wind from ether Coaſt 


Into the devious Airy then 


And flutterd into Raggs, then Reliques, Beads, 
{Indu) , Dit Por4ons, Bulls, 

[The ſport of Winds : all theſe upwhirld aloft 
Fly o're the back fide of the World farr oft 
Into a:&twbo harge'atid broad, fince calld 
The Paradiſe of , to few unknown 


| 


| 
| 


{ the Planets ſeveny ave pus the fix, ; | 
And that Cryftalline Sphear whole ballance weighs, 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Blows themtranſverſe ten thouſand Leagues awry, 
| might ce ſce 
490; Cowles, Hoods.and' Habars with thir wearers toſt. | 
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Long after, now unpeop!'d, and untrod; 


And long be wanderd, till at laſt a gleame 

Of dawning light turnd thither-ward in haſte 
His travell'd ſtepsz farr diſtavt hee deſcries 
Aſcending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of Heaven a $tructure high, 

At top whereof; but farr more rich appeerd 
The work asof a Kiogly Palace Gate 

With Frontiſpice of Diamond and Gold 
Imbelliſhe, thick with ſparkling orient Gemmes 
The Portal hon, inimitable on Earth 

By Model, or by ſhading Pencil drawn. 

The Stairs were ſuch as whereon Jacob law 
Angels aſcending and deſcending, bangm 

Of Guardians bright, when be trom 8/+s Gl 
To Fader. Aram In the field of Lu; 

Dreaming by night under the open Skie, 

And waking cri'd, T his is the Gate of Heav'n, 
Each Stair -myſterioully was meant, nor ſtood 
There alwaies, but drawn up4o Heav'a ſomtimes 
Viewlels, and underneath a bright Sea flow'd 
Ot Jaſper, orot liquid Pearle, whereon 

Who after came from Earth, ſayling arriv'd, 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o're the Lake 

Rapt in a Chariot drawn by hery Steeds, 

The Stairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafte aſcent, or aggravate | 

His ſad exc)ufion from the dores of Bliſs. 

Dire@ againſt which op'nd from beneath, - 

Juſt o're the bliſsful feat of Paradiſe, 

A paſlage dawnto th* Earth, a paſlage wide, 
Wider 


— —ﬀ — - 
— 


All this dark Globe the Fiend found as he paſs'd, 


5OO 
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— 


Ss © 


549, 


' 


$50 


= TM” 1 


To Beerſaba, where the Holy Land 


FR" uo 
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Wider by farr then that of after-rimes 

Over Mount 8/9; and, thoogh-that were large, 
Orer the Promi!r'd Land to God fo dear, 

By which, to viſit oft thoſe happy Tribes, 

On high beheſts his Angels to and fro 

Paſs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 
From Paweas the fount of Jordans flood 


Borders on #g ypt and the 4rabian ſhoare ; 
So wide the op'ning ſeemd, where bounds were ſet | 


To darknefs, fuch as bound the Ocean wave. 


Sat «n from hence now on the lower ſtair 

T hat ſcal'd by ſteps of Gold to Heav'n Gate 
Looks down with wonder at the ſudden view 
Of allthis World at once. As when a Scout 
Through Jark and defart wayes with peril gove 
All night 5 at laſt by break of cheartul dawne 
Obtains the brow of ſome high-climbing Hill, 
W hich to his eye diſcovers unaware 

The goodly proſpett of ſame forein land 

Firſt- or ſome renownd Metropolis 

With gli Spires and Pinnacles adornd, 
Which now the Riſing Sun guilds with his beams, 
Such wonder ſeis'd, Gough after Heaven ſeen, 
The Spirit maligne, but much more envy ſeis'd 
At ſight of all this World beheld fo faire. 
Round he ſurveys, and well might,where he ſtood 
So high above the circling Canopie 

Of Nights extendedſhade 5 from Eaſtern Point 
Of Libra to the fleecie Starr that bears 
Andromeda farr off Atlentich Seas 

Beyond th Horizon; then from Pole to Polt 


a 


He 


— — 
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He views in bredch, and without longer pauſe 
Down right into the Worlds firſt Region throws 
His flighe precipitant, and windes with caſe 
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way 
Amongſt innumerable Starrs, that than | 
Stars diitang, but nigh hand ſeemd other Worlds, 
Or other Worlds they {ceamd, or happy lles, | 
Like thoſe | yon Gardens fam'd of old, | 
Fortunate Fields, and Groves and flourie Vales, | 
Thrice happy Iles, but who dwelt happy there | 570 
He ſtayd not to enquire ; above them all | 
The golden Sun in ſplendor Iikeſt Heaven 
Allur'd his eye : Thither his courſe he bends 
Through the calm Firmament 3 but up or downe 
By center, 0r eccentric , hard to tell, | 
Or tude, where the great Luminarie 
Aloofi the wulgar Conſtellations thick, 
That from his Lordly eye keep diſtance due, 
Diſpenſes Light from farr 3 they as they move 
Thir Sarry danggin numbers that compute (Lap | 535 
Days, months, aad years, towards his all-chearing | 
Turn (wift their various motions, or are turad | 
By his Magnetic beam, that gene'y warms | 
The Univers, and to each inward part, 
With gentle penetration, though unleen, 
Shoots oviſible vertue even to the deeg : 
$o wondrouſly was ſet his, Station bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a {pot like which perhaps 
Aſtronomer in the Sun's lucent Orbe: 
Through his glaz'd Optic: Tube yet never (aw, | __ 
The place he found beyond expreſtion bright, 
Compar'd with aught oa Earth, Medal or Stone; 
Not 
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Philoſophers in vain fo long have ſought, 

In vain, though by thir powerful Art they binde 
Volatil Hermes, and call up unbound | 

In various ſhapes old Protews from theSea, 
Draind through a Limbec to his Native forme. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth Elixir pure, and Rivers run 
Potable Gold, when with one vertuous rouch 
Th Arch-chimic Sun fo farr from us remote 
Produces with Terreſtrial Humor mixt 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 

Of eolour glorious and effet'ſo' mee > 
Here matter newto gaze the Devil-met C4 
Undarl'd, farr and wide hiseye commands, 

For ſight no obſtacle tound here, nor thade, 

But all Sun«fhine, as when his Beaths at Noon 
Culminace from th' Mywator'; abthey now” ': 
Shot upward {till dire; whence no way round ' 
Shadow frem body opaque eanfall, and the Aire, 


[No where fo cleer, ſharp'nd his viſual 'ray 


To objetts diſtant frr, whereby He ſoon! - 
Saw withinkenn a glorious nget Thand,'' 21 7» | 


| The ſame whom Jobr ſaw allo itithe St; : 


His'back was turnd, but not- his brightneſs bidz / 
Of 


_ ———— 


Ot beaming ſunnie Raies, a golden tiar 
Circl'd his Head, nor leſs hisLocks behind 
[lluſtrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings 


Hee ſeemd, or fixt in cougitation deep. 

Glad was the Spirit impure; as now in hope 
To find who might direc his wandring flight 
To Paradiſe the happie ſeat of Man, 

His journies end and our beginning woe. 

But firſt he caſts to change his proper ſhape, 
Which elſe might work him danger or delay : 
And now a ſtripling Cherube he appeers, 

Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 
Youth ſmil'd Celeſtial, and to every Limb 
Sutable grace diffus'd, ſo well he feiend ; 
Under a Coronet his flowing haire 

Incurles on either cheek plaid, wings he wore 
Of many a colourd plume ſprinkl'd with Gold, 
His habit fit for ſpeed ſuccinQ, and held 
Before his decent ſteps a Silver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, 
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant viſage turnd, 
Admoniſht by his eare, and ſtrait was known 


| 


Th' Arch Angel Urzel, one of the ſeav'n 
Who in Gods preſence, neereſt to his Throne 


Stand ready at command, and are his Eyes 
That run through all the Heav'ns, or 5 = to th' 
' Bear his ſwift errands over moiſt 2nd dry, (Earth 
O're Sea and Land : him Satan thus accoſtes, 

Uriel, for thou of thoſe ſeav'n Spirits that ſtand 
In ſight of Gods high Throne, gloriouſly bright, 
[fo firſt art wont his gun authentic will 


—  — —— — 


Lay waving round; on ſom great charge imploy'd 


| 


Inter- 
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Interpreter through higheſt Heav'n to bring, 
Where all his Sons thy Embathe attend ; 

And here art likclieſt by ſupream decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his Eye 
To vilit oft this new Creation round; 
Unſpeakable delireto fee, and know 

All theſe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
All theſe his works ſo wondrous he ordaind, 
Hath brought me from the Quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring. Brighteſt Seraph tell 

In which of all theſe ſhining Orbes hath Man 
His fixed ſeat, or fixed ſeat hath none, 

Bur all theſe ſhining Orbes his choice to dwell ; 
That I may tind him, and with ſecret gaze, 

Or open admiration him behold 

On whom the great Creator hath beſtowd 
Worlds,and on whom hath all theſe graces powrd; 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 
The Univerſal Maker we may praiſe 3 

Who julitly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes 

'o ceepelt Hell, and to repair that lvuls 

Created this new happie Race of Men 

To ſerve him better: wiſe are all his wayes, 


So fpake the falſe diſlembler - — 1 


-| For neither Man nor Angel can diſcern 
-[Hypocrifie, the only evil that walks 
[ lnviſible, except to God alone, 


by his permiſſive will, through Heav'n and Earth : 
f though wiſdom wake, ſuſpicion ([leeps 
At wiſdoms Gate, and to ſumplicitie 


Reſigns her charge, while goodneſs thinks no il] 


Where; 
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Uriel, though Regent of the Sun,and held 

The ſharpeſt ſighted Spirit of all in Heav'n 

Who to the fraudulent Impuſtor foule 

[n his uprightneſ(s anſwer thus returnd. 

Faire Angel,thy deſire which trends to know 

The works of God, thereby to glorifie 

The great Work-Maiſter, leads to no exceſs 

That reaches blame, but rather merits praiſe 

The more it ſeems exceſs, that led thee hither 

From thy Empyreal Manſion thus alone, 

To witneſs with thine eyes what ſome perha 

Contented with report heare onely in heav'n: 

For wonderful indeed are all his works, 

Pleaſant to'know, and worthieſt to be al! 

Had in remembrance alwayes with delight ; 

But what created mind can comprehend 

Thir number, or the wiſdom infinite 

That brought them forth, but hid thir cauſes deep. 

[ ſaw when at his Word the formleſs Maſs, 

This worlds materia} mould, cameto a heap : 

Confuſion heard his voice, and wilde uproar 

Stood rul'd, ſtood vaſt infinitude confin'd ; 

Till at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 

Light ſhon, and order from diſorder ſprung : 

Swift to thir ſeveral Quarters haſted then 

The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Aire, Fire, 

And this Erhereal quintefſence of Heav'n 

Flew upward, ſpirited with various forms, 

That rowld orbicular, and turnd to Starrs 

Numberleſs, as thou leſt, and how they move 3 

Each had his place Ge each his courſe, 
2 


Whereno ill ſeems : Which now for once beguil'd 


= 


— 


700 


710 


720 


The, 730 


WE — 


_ TEINS 
D —_————— 


[Book 3- 


————— 


Paradiſe loſt... 


750 


40 Lo reſt in circuit. walles this Univerſe. 
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Look downward on that Globe whoſe hither fide 
With light from hence,though but reflected,ſhines; 
That place is Earth the ſeat of Man, that light 

His day, which elſe as th' other Hemiſphere 
Night would invade, but there the neighbouring 


Timely interpoſes; and her monthly round 

Still ending, {till renewing, through mid Heav'n ; 
With borrowd light her countenance triform 
Hence fills and emptics to enlighten th' Earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night, 
That ſpot to which I point is Paradiſe, 

Adams abode, thoſe loftie thades his Bowre. 
Thy way thou canſt not miſs, me mine requires, 


be call that oppoſite fair Starr) her aide (Moon 
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|Where 


Thus ſaid, he turnd, and Satan bowing low, ' 
As to ſuperior Spirits is wont in Heaven, -- ” 

+ due and reverence none neglects, 

Took leave,and toward the coaſt of Earth beneath 


{Down from th'- Ecliptic, ſped. with hop'd ſucceſs 


9 
Throws his ſteep flight with many anAerie wheele, 


- | Nor aid, till on Niphates top he lights. 
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Th' 4pocalyps, heard cry in Heaven aloud, 

& Then whentheDragon,puttoſecond rout, 
ZE Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 

Wo to the inhabitants on Earth ! that now, 

W hile time was, vur firſt Parents had bin warnd 

The coming of thir ſecret foe, and {cap'd 


For that warning voice, which he who ſaw | 


Haply ſo ſcap'd his mortal ſnare; for now 

Satan, now firſt inflam'd with rage, came down, 
The Tempter ere th' Accuſer of man-kind, 

To wreck on innocent frail man his loſs 

Ofthat firlt Battel, and his Aight to Hell : 

Yet not rejoycing in his ſpeed, though bold, 

Far off and fearleſs, nor with cauſe to boaſt, 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 
{Now rowling, boiles ia his tumultuoiis breſt, 
And like a devilliſh Engine back rccoiles 


IC 


Upon | 
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Upon hunſelt; horror and doubt diſtract 
His troubl'd thoughts, and from the bottom ſtirr 
The {Hell within him, for within him Hell 

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 
One ſtep no more then from himſelf can fly 

By change of place: Now conſcience wakes deſpair 
That {Jumberd, wakes the bitter memorie 

Of what he was, what is, and what muſt be 
Worſezof worſe deeds worſe ſufferings muſt enſue. 
Sometimes towards Eder which now in his view 
Lay pleaſant, his grievd look he fixes fad, (Sun, 
Sometimes towards Heav'n and the full-blazing 
W hich now ſat high ig his{eridian Towre : 
Then much revolvingihus in ſighs began. 

O thou that with ſurpaſling Glory crownd, 
Look'ſt from thy fole Dominion like the God 
Ofthis new World ; at whoſe fight all the Starrs 
Hide thir diminiſht heads; to thee I call, 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

O Sun, totell thee how I hate thy beams 

That bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 

[ fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare 3 

Till Pride and worſe Ambition threw me down 
Warring in Heav'n againſt Heav'ns matchleſs King: 
Ah wherefore ! he deſervd no ſuch return 

From me, whom he created what I was 

[nthat bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none 3 nor was his ſervice hard. 

What could be leſs then to afford him praiſe, 

The ealieſt recompence, and pay him thanks, 
How due! yet all his good prov'd ill in me; 
And wrought but malice 3 lifted up ſo high 
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I {deind ſubjection, and thought one ſtep higher | 
Would ſet me higheſt, and in a moment quit 
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The debr immenſe of endlels gratitude, 

So burthenſome, (till paying, (till to ow z 
Forgetful what from him I ſtil] receivd, 

And underſtood not that a grateful mind 

By owing owes not, but ſtill pays, at once 
Indebted and diſchargd 3 what burdenthen? 
'O had his powerful Deſtiny ordaind 
Me ſome inferiour Ange], I had ſtood 

Then happie 3 no unbounded hope had rais'd 
Ambition. Yet why not? ſum other Power 
As great might have aſpir'd, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part; but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but ſtand unſhak'n , from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 

Had(ſt thou the ſame free Will and Power to ſtand? 
Thou hadſt : whom haſt thou then or what to ac- 
But Heav'ns free Love dealt equally to all? (cuſe, 
Be then his Love accurſt, ſince love or hate, 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 

Nay curs'd be thou ; fince againſt his thy will 
Choſe freely what it now ſo juſtly rues. 

Me miſerable ! which way ſhall I flie 

Infinite wrauth, and infinite deſpaire ? 

Which way I flie is Hell ; my ſelf am Hell; 

And in the loweſt deep a lower deep 

Still threatning to devour me opens wide, 

To which the Hell I ſuſfer ſeems a Heav'n. 

O then at laſt relent: is there no place 

Left for Repentance, none for Pardon left? 


\None left but by ſubmiſlion 3 and that word 
| 


Diſdain 
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Diſdain forbids me, and my dread of ſhame 
Among theSpirits beneath,whom I ſeduc'd 
With other promiſes and other vaunts 
Then to ſubmit, boaſting I could ſubdue 
TH Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaſt ſo vaine, 
; Under what torments inwardlyl groane : * 
| While they adore me on the Throne of Hell, 
With Diadem and Scepter high advanc't 
The lower (HIT fall, onely ſupream 
Inmilerie; ſuch joy Ambition findes. 
But ſay I could repent and could obtaine 
| By Act of Grace my former ſtate ; how ſoon 
Would highth recal high thoughts, how ſoon unſay 
What feign'd ſubmiſiion ſwore: eaſe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow (deep : 
Where wounds of deadly hate have peirc'd fo 
Which would but lead me to a worle relapſe, 
And heavier fall : ſo ſhould I purchaſe deare 
Short intermiſſion bought with double ſmart. 
This knows my punilher ; therefore as farr 
From granting hee, as I from begging peace : 
All hope excluded thus, behold in ſtead 
Of us out-caſt, exil'd, his new delight, 
Mankind created, and for him this World. 
So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear, 
Farwel Remorlſe - all Good to nie is loſt ; 
Evil be thou my Good ; by thee at leaſt 
Divided Empire with Heav'ns Kiog | hold” 
By thee, and more then halt perhaps will reigne 
As Manere long, and this new World ſhall know. 
Thus 
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Thus while he ſpake, each paſſion dimm'd his face 
Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envie and deſpair, 
Which marrd his borrow'd viſage, and betraid 
Him counterfet, if any eye beheld. 

For heav'nly mindes from ſuch diſtempers foule 
Are evercleer. Whereof hee foon aware, 
Each perturbation ſmooth'd with outward calme, 
Artificer of fraud 3 and was the firit 
T hat practisd falſhood under faintly ſhew, 
Deep malice to conceale, couch't with revenge : 
Yet not anough had practisd to deceive 
Uriel once warnd ; whoſe eye purſu'd him down 
The way he went, and on th' 4ſyriaz mount 
Saw him disfigur'd,more then could befall 
Spirit of happie ſort : his geſtures fierce | 

e markd and.mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he ſuppos'd, all unobſerv'd, unſeen. 
So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradiſe, 
Now nearer, Crowns with her encloſure green, 
As with a rural mound the champain nnd 
Of a ſteep wilderneſs, whoſe hairie fides 
| With thicket overgrown, grotteſque and wilde, 
Acceſs deni'd ; and over head up grew 
Inſuperable highth of loftieſt ſhade, 
Cedar, and Pine,and Firr, and branching Palm, 
A Silvan Scene, and as the ranks aſcend 
Shade above ſhade, a woodie T heatre. 
Ot ſtatelieſt view. Yet higher then thir tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradiſe up ſprung : 
Which to our general Sire gave proſpect large 
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Into his neather Empire neighbouring round, 
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And | 
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| And higher then that Wall a circling row 

; Of goodlieſt Trees loaden with faireſt Fruit, 
Bloſlomsand Fruits at once of golden hue 
Appeerd, with gay enameld colours mixt : 


150, On which the Sun more glad impreſs'd his beams 


| Then in fair-Evening Cloud, or humid Bow, 


| When God hath ſhowrd the earth; ſo lovely ſeemd 


' That Lantskip : And of pure now purer aire 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inſpires 

| Vernal delight and joy, able todrive 

| Allſadneſs but deſpatr : now gentle gales 

| Fanning thir odoriterous wings diſpenſe 

| Native perfumes, and:whiſper whence they ſtole 
Thoſe balmie ſpoiles. As when to them who faile 


160|Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paſt 


Mozambic, off at Sea North-Eaſt windes blow 
$4bean Odours from the {picie ſhoare 
of Arabie the bleſt, with fuck delay (League 
Well pleas'd they flack thir courſe, and many a 
Cheard with the grateful ſmell old Ocears fmiles. 
So entertaind thoſe odorous ſweets the Fiend 
Who came thir bane, though with them better 
Then 4ſmodeas with the fiſhie fuche, (pleas'd: 
Thatdrove him,though enamourd, from theSpoulſe 
Ot Tobits Son, and with a vengeance ſent 
From Hedia polt to Zgypt, there faſt bound.! 
Now to th' aſcent of that ſteep ſavage Hill 
Satan had journied on, penfive and flow 3 
But further way found none, fo thick entwin'd, 
As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth 
Of (hrubs and tangling buſhes had-perplexct 
All path-of Man or Beaſt that paſt that way : 


One 
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One Gate:there onely was, and that look'd.Eaſt 
Onth' other ſide : which when th' arch-fellon ſaw 
Due entrance he di{daind, and in contempt, 

At one ſlight bound high overleap'd all bound 
Of Hill or higheſt Wall, and ſheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling Wolfe, 


la hurdlI'd Cotes amid the field ſecure, 
Leapso're the fence with eaſe into the Fould : 
Or as a Thief bent to unhoord the caſh 

'of ſome rich Burgher, whoſe ſubſtantial dores, 
'Croſs-barrd and bolted faſt, fear no aſſault, 

In at the window climbes, or o're the tiles ; 
Soclomb this firſt grand Thief into Gods Fould : 
So ſince into his Church lewd Hirelings climbe. 
Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Lite, 
The middle Tree and higheſt there that grew, 
Sat like a Cormorantz yet not true Life 
Thereby regaind, but ſat deviſing Death 

To them who liv'd ; nor onthe vertue thought 
Of that life-giving Plant, but only us'd 

For proſpe&t, what well us'd had bin the pledge 
Of immorrtalitie. So little knows 

| Any, but God alone, to value right 

|The good before him, but perverts beſt things 
To worl(t abufe, or to thir meaneſt uſe. 

Beneath bim with new wander now he views 

To all delight of human ſenfe expos'd 

In narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more, 
AtHeaven on Earth: for bliſsful Paradife 

Of God the Garden was, by him inthe Eaſt 
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Whom hunger drives to ſeek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where Shepherds you thirFlocks at eeve 
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210 [Of Eden planted; Eder {tretchd her Line 


From Azran Eaſtward to the Royal Towrs 

Of great Selewcia, built by Grecian Kings, 

Or where the Sons of £dex before 

Dwelt in Telafſar : in this pleaſant ſoile 

His farr more pleaſant —_— God ordaind 

Out of the fertil ground he caus'd to grow 

All Trees of nobleſt kind for ſight, ſmell, taſte 3 
And all amid them ſtood the Tree of Life, 

High eminent, blooming Ambrofial Fruit 

of vegetable Gold; and next to Life 

Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew faſt by, 
Knowledge of Good bought dear by knowing il]. 
Southward through Fdex weat a River large, (hill 
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Nor chang'd his courle, but through the ſhaggie 
Paſs'd ah iogulte, for God had thrown 
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais'd ' 
Upon the rapid current, which. through'veins 

Of porous Earth with kindly thirſt up drawn, 
Roſe a freſh Fountain, and with many aritl 
Waterd the Garden ; thence umted tell, _ 
Down the ſteep glade, and met the neather Flood, 
Which from his LarkGn paſlage now appeers, 
And now divided into four.majn Streams, 

Runs divers, wandring many a famous Realme 
And Country whereof here needs no. account, 
But rather to tel] how, if Art cuuld tell, 

How from that Saphire Fount the criſped Brooks, 
Rowling on Orient Pearh and ſands of Gold, 
With mazic error under pendant ſhades 

Ran Nedtar, viſiting each plant, and fed 

Flours worthy of Paradiſe which not nice Art 


In 
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In Beds and curious Knots; but Nature” boon 
Powrd forth profuſe on Hill and Dale and Plaine, 
Both where the morning Sun firſt warmly ſmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc't ſhade 
['mbround the noontide Bowrs: Thus was thisplace, 
A happy rural ſeat of various viewz.. (Balme, 
Groves whoſerich Trees wept odorousGumms and 
Others whoſe fruit burniſht with Golden Rinde 
Hung amiable, Heſperian Fables true, 

[f true, here onely, and of delicious taſte : 
Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks 
Graſing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 

Or palmie hilloc, or the flourie lap 


Of ſom irriguous Valley ſpread her ſtore, 


Flours of alt hue,, and without; Thorn the Roſe : 
Another fide, ,umbrageous Gegots: and Caves 

Of coole receſs, o're which the mantling Vine 
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant 3 mean while murmutring waters fall 
Down the {lope hills, diſpex{,or-in 4 Lake, 
That to the fringed Bank; with\Myttle crownd, 
Her chry(tall mirzor boldg,baite thir: ſtreams. 
The Birds thir quire apply; aires; vernal aires, 
Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune 
Thetrembling leaves, while Univerſal Par 

Knit with the Graces and the Howts iri dance 
Led on th' Eternal Spring. Not that faire field 
Of Ezna, where Proſerpin gathring flours | 
Her ſelf a fairer Floure by gloomie Dis 


Faxgotherdy which colt Ceres all that pain 


o ſeek her through the: world 3 nor that fweet | 


Of Daphne by Orontes, and th infpir'd. + (Grove 
| | Caſtalian 


| 


250 


260 


270 


_— ——" "2 a virion om oo Oo 


— 


Bookgq. Paradiſe boft 


== 


—————e—— ——s 


285 


290 


300 


Caſtalian Spring might with this Paradiſe 

Of Edewn(trive; nor that Ny/eian lle 

Girt with the River Triton, where old Chare, 
Whom Gentiles Amwon call and Libyan Jove, 
Hid Amalthea and her Florid Son 

Young Bacchws from his Stepdame Rhea's eye ; 
Nor where Abaſſzz Kings thir iſſue Guard, 
Mount Amara, though this by ſom ſuppos'd 
True Paradiſe under the Fthiop Line 

By Nilus head, enclos'd with ſhining Rock, 

A whole dayes journey high, but wide remote 
From this 4ſſprian Garden, where the Fiend 
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living Creatures new to ſight and ſtrange: 
Two of far nobler ſhape erett and tall, * 
Godlike ere, with native Honour clad 

In naked Majeſtie ſeemd' Lords of all, 

And worthie ſeemd, for in thir looks Divine 
The image of thir glorious Maker ſhop, 
Truth, Wiſdome, Sarititude ſevere andpure, > 
Severe, but in ttue filial freedom phe't ; 

W hence true autoritie in men z though both - 
Not equal, as thir ſex not equal feemd ; 

For contemplation hee and valour formd, 

For ſoftneſs ſhee and fweet attrattive Grace, 
Hee for God only, ſhee for God in him?” © 


His fair large Front and” Eye ſublime declar'd 
Abſolute rulez and Hyacinthin Locks 
Round from his parted forelock _— 
Cluſtring, but not beneath his ſhqulders broad; 
Shee as a Vail down to the ſlender waſte by. 
Her unadorned golden treſſes wore .' 


Disſhe- 
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Dis(heveld, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 

As the Vine curles her tendrils, which impli'd 
SubjeCtion , but requir'd with gentle ſway, 
And by her yeilded, by him beſt receivd, 
Yeilded with coy fubmiſſion, modeſt pride, 
And ſweet reluctant amourous delay. 

Nor thoſe mylterious parts were then conceald, 
Then was not guiltie ſhame, diſhoneſt ſhame 
Of natures works, honor diſhonorable , 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubl'd all mankind 
With ſhews inſtead, meer ſhews of ſeeming pure, 
And banifht from mans lite his happieſt life, 
Simplicitie and ; 0 innocence, 

So paſsd they naked en, nor ſhund the ſight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought noill : 

So hand in hand they paſsd, the lovlielt piir 

T hat ever ſince inloves imbraces met , 

Adam the goodlictt man of men lince borne 

His Sons, the faireſt of her Daughters Eve. 
Under a tuft of ſhadethat on a green 

Stood whiſpering ſoft, by a freſh Fountain fide 
They ſat them. down, -and after no more toil 
Of thir ſweet Gardning labour then ſuffic'd 
To recommend coole Zephzr, and made eaſe 
More ealte, wholſom thirlt and appetite 
More-gratefu], to 'thir Supper Fruits they fell, 
Nectarine Fruits which the compliant boughes 
Yeilded them, f{ide-long as they ſat recline 
Onthe ſoft downie Bank damaskt with flours : 
The ſavourie pulpthey chew, and in the rinde 
Still as they thirſted ſcoop the brimthting ſtream 5 
Nor gentle purpoſe , nor endearing ſmiles 
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Wanted, nor youthful Calliance as beleems 
Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial League, 
340, Alone as they. About them trisking playd 
| Al Beaſts of th' Earth, ſince wilde, and of all chaſe 
In Wood or Wilderneſs, Forreſt or Den ; 
; Sporting the Lion rampd, and in his paw 
 Dandl'd the Kid 3 Bears, Tygers, Ounces, Pards 
 Gambold before them, th' unwieldy Elephant 
; To take them mirth us'dall his might, & wreathd 
His Lithe Preboſcisz cloſe the Serpent {ly 
'Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
; His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 
350 | Gave proof unheeded , others on the graſs 
Coucht, and now fild with paſture gazing ſat, 
Or Bedward ruminating : for the Sun 
Decliu'd was haſting now with prone carreer 
To th' Ocean lles, and in th' aſcending Scale 
Of Heav'n the Starrs that uſher _ roſe : 
When $ataz ſtill ingaze, as firſt he ſtood, 
Scarce thus at length faild ſpeech recoverd ſad. 

O Hell! what doe mineeyes-with grief behc1d, 
[nto our room of bliſs thus high advanc't 
360 | Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps, 
Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits bright 
Little inferior z whom my thoughts purſue 
With wonder, and could love, ſo lively ſhines 
[n them Divine reſemblance, and ſuch grace 
The hand that formd them on thir ſhape hath 
Ah gentle pair, yee little think how nigh (pourd. 
Your change approaches, when all theſe delights 
Will vaniſhand deliver ye to woe, 
More woe, the more your taſte is now of joy; 
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{Happie, but for ſo happie ill-ſecur'd i 11370 
'|Long tocoatinue, this high ſeat your Heav's| 
1111 fenc't for Heav'n to-keep out ſuch a foe 
As now is enterd ; yet -no purpos'd foe 

Toyou whoml could-pittie thus forlorne 
Though 1 unpittied League: with you I ſeek, . | 
And mutypl amitie\ſo ireight, ſo cloſe, 
That with you-muſt. dwell, or you-with me 
Henceforth z my dwelling haply may not pleaſe | 
Like this fair Paradiſe, your ſenſe, yet ſuch 


Acceptyour Makers works; he gaye it; me; 7». 1380 


| Which ay freely give 3 Helt hall uofould, : .'' | | 
|To entertain you two, her wideſt Gates, - | 
And ſend forth all her Kings 4 there will be room, 
Not like, theſe narrow limits, to receive . 
Your numerous: ofspring 3. if no better place, 
Thank him who-puts me Joath to this revenge - : | 
On you who wrong me not for him who wreugd.| 
| And ſhouldI at your harmleſs innocence | 
\Melt, as I doe, yet public reaſon juſt, | 
| Honour and -Empire with revenge: enlarg'd, 
By conquering this new World; compels me now . | 
;|To do what elſe though damnd | ſbould abhotre. | 
So ſpake the Fiend, and with necefhtie, | 
The T yrants plea, excus'd his deviliſh deeds. 
| Then from his.lottie ſtand-on that, bigh Tree. [| 
Down he alights among the-fpottful Herd : - © © || 
Of thoſe fourfooted kincdes,himfelf now one, 
[Now other, as thir ſhape ſervd beſt his end 
Neererto view his-prey, and uneſpi'd . 
To mark what of thir {tate hegwre might. learn 
[By word or ation. markt; about them-round + 
N A 
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A Lion now be ſtalkes with fierie glare, 
[Thenas a Tiger; whoby chance harh-ſpi'd 


-|Dearerth ſelf then all 3- needs-muſt the oOwer 


In ſome Purlicu two gentle:Fawnes at'play, 

Strait couches cloſe, then riting cha oft 

His couchant watch, as one who chote his ground 

Whence ruſhing he mighe(ureſt ſeiſerhett both: 

Grip't in each'paw ; When! 4daw tirft of ther 

To mſtof women Eve this moving ſpeech, 

Turnd him all eare to heare new wtteragce flow, 
Sole partner and ſole part of all theſe joyes, 


That made'ns, find for us chixacpte World 

Be infinitly good, and/of his good / 

As liberal and free as mfhaite , ; 

That rais'd us from the duſt and plact vs here 

In all this happmeſs,' whour bis hand! = 


4.20 


430 


(Over all other Creatures that poſſe 
may cafie prohibition, who-enjoy _ k 
; I 


Have nothing: merited, nor' cat! | 
ho requires 


Aught whereof hee hath'need, hee w 
From us no other ſervice thento 'k 
This one, this eafic charge, of all the Frees 
[n Paradiſe' that beare delicious fruit 
So various, not to taſte that Tree 
Of knowledge, planted by'the Tree of Life, 
So neer grows Death to Life, what ere Death is, 
Som dreadful thing no doubt;for well thou knowſt 
God hath ne't it-death to taſte that Tree, 
The only fi of ourvbedicnce left 
Among ſo many fignes'of power and rule 
Confterrd upon us, and-Dominion = 

e 


Earth, Aire, and Sea.  Thew let us not think hard 
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Free leave fo large to 4l}things et(e, and choice 

Unlimited ' of manifold delights : | 

But let us ever praile him, and extoll 

His bouatie, - following 'our delightful task 

To prune theſe growing Plants, &tegd theſe Flours, 

Which were it toilfom, yet with thee were ſweet. 
To whom thus Eve repli'd. Orthou for whom 

And from whom I was formd fleſh of thy fleth, 

And without whom am to no end, ' my'Guide * 

And Head, what thou haſt ſaid is juſt and right. 

For wee to him indeed all praifes owe, 

And daily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy 

So farr the ler Lot, enjoying thee 

Preeminent by ſo much odds, while thou 

Like conſort rothy ſelf canſt no where find. 

That day I oft remember, when from fleep 

I fiwſt awak't, and found 'my ſelf repos'd 

Under a ſhade on flours, much wondring where 

And what I was, whence thither broaght,and how. 

Not diſtant far from chence a murmuring ſound 

Of waters iſlu'd from a Cave and ſprea 

Into a liquid Plain, then ſtood unmov'd 

Pure as thy expanſe of Heav'n; I thither went 

With unexperieno'tthought, and laid me downe 

On the green bagk, ro look into the cleer 

Smooth Lake, that to me ſeemd another Skie. 

AsI bent down to look, juſt oppoſite, 

A Shape within the watry gleam appear 

BenJing'to look on me , I ſtarted back, 

It ſtarted back, but / I ſoon returnd, 

Pleas'd it returnd as ſoon with-anſwering looks 

Of ſympathie and love, there I had fixt 
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| Mine eyes till now, and'pin'd with-vaindehre, 
Had not a voice thus warnd me, . What thou ſeeſt, 
What there thou ſeeſt fair Creature isthy ſelf, 
| Withthee itcame and goes ; but follow me, | 
470, AndI will bring thee where no ſhadow ſtaics 
Thy coming, - and thy ſoft imbraces, hee | 
Whoſe image thou art, him thou ſhall enjoy 
| Inſeparablie. thine,” to him ſhalt beare 
| Multitudes like thy ſelf, and-theace be call'd 
Mother of human Race : what could I doe, 
| But follow ſtrait, invilibly thus led? 
Till I efpi'd thee, fair indeed and tall, 8_::. 
Under a Platan, yet methoughelefs fairey5/7*. 
Leſs winning ſoft, leſs amiablie-milde,o::2h 7 1 _ 
480| Then that ſmooth watry _ 19 tnirad, 
Thou following cryd {t aloud, rt fair [£ve, | 
Whom fli'ſt thou? whoamthou fli'ſt, of him thau art,] 
His fleſh, his bore 3 to give thee being Lent | 
Out of my {ide to thee; neereſt my heart ti 
Subſtantial Life, to haye thee by-my fide. ..| ; 1/7 
Henceforth, an individual-ſolace dear 3 4 1 
Part of my Soul [ ſeek thee, and thee claim 2.4] 
My other half: with thet thy:geatle hand ; _: _; 
Sciſd mine, Lyeilded, and from'that time ſee /; L 
496 | How beauty is excelld by manly grgee i * us | 
And wiſdom, which alone is truly fair, a 
So ſpake our general Mother, and with eyes 
|Of conjugal attration unreproy'd, 
And meek ſurrender, halt imbracing leand | 
On our hy{t Father, half her {welliag Breaſt 
Naked met his under the flowing Gold 
Of herlogſe treiles hid : he in delight 


Both 
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Both of her Beauty and ſubmiſiive Charms 

Smil'd with ſuperior Love, as Jupiter 

On J«no ſmiles, when he impregns the Clouds 

That (hed May Flowersz and prels'd her Matron lip 

With kiſſes pure : afidethe Devil turnd 

For envie, yet with jealous leer maligne 

Ey'd them askance, and to himſelf thus plaind. 
Sight hateful, ſight cormenting ! thus theſe two 

Imparadis't inone anothers arms 

The happier Ede, ſhall enjoy thir fill 

Of bliſs on bliſs, while I to Hell am thruſt, 

Whereneither joy nor love, but fieree delire, 

Among our other torments not the leaſt, 

Still uofulfil'd with pain of longing pines 3 

Yet let me not forget what | have gain'd 

From thif own mouths ; all is not theirs it ſeems: 

One fatal Tree there ſtands of Knowledge call'd, 

Forbidden/them to taſte : Knowledge forbidd'n ? 

Suſpicious, reafonleſs. Why ſhould thir Lord 

Envie them'that 2 can it be fin to know, 

Can it be death'>/ and do they onely'ſtand 

By Ignorance, isthat thir happie ſtate, 

The proof of thir obedience and thir faith ? 

O'fairfoundation laid whereon to build 

Fhir rune ! Hence I will excite thir minds 

With more defire to know, and to reject 

Envious commands, invented with deligne 

To keep them low whom knowledge imighe exalt 

Equal with Gods 3- aſpiring to be ſuch, 

They taſte and die + what likelierican enſue ? 

But firſt with narrow ſearch I muſt walk round 

This Garden, and no corner leave unſpi'd ; 
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A chance but chance may lead where T may meet } 
Some wandring Spirit of Heav'n, by Fountain fide, } 
Orin thick ſhade retir'd, from him to draw 
What turther would be learns. Liye while ye may, 
Yet happie pair 3 enjoy, ti} feturn, ol 
Short pleaſures, for long woes are to ſucceed. 

So faying, his proud [tep he ſcoraful tuzn'd, 
But with (ly circumſpection, and began _ (roam. 
Through wood,through waſte,o'rehil;o'rs dale his! 
Mean while in utwoſt Longitude, where; Heav'n 
With Earth and Ocean meets, the ſetting Sun 
Slowly deſcended, and with right aſpect 
Againſt the eaſtern Gate of Paradiſe 
Leveld his eevning Rayes: it was a Rock 4 
Of Alablaſter,pild upto the Clouds, -. f 
Confpicuvus farr, winding with-one aſcent | 
Acceſlible from Earth, one entrance bigh 3 
The reſt was craggie cliff, that oyertung 
Still as it rofe,, impoſſible to climbe. ; -- Ie £414 
Betwixt theſe rockie Pillars Gabrigh fat... : 
Chief of th' Angelic Guards, aweiging night 3 
About him exercis'd Heroic Games. ,. | 
Th' unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celeſtial Armourie, Shields, Htlmes, and res 
Hung high with Diamond flaming,and with Gold. 
Thither came Vrjel, gliding tarpogh the Eeven 
Ona Sun beam, ſwift asa ting Starr 


In Autzmn thwarts the night, when vapors fir'd 
[Impreſs the Air, and ſbews the Mariner 

From what point of his Compals to beware - 
Impetuous winds : he: thus began in haſte. 


Gabtiel, to thee thy courl by Lot hath giv'n 
Char 


Charge and ſtrict watch that to this happie place 
:[No evil thing approach or enter in; 
This day at highth of Noon came to my Spheare 
A Spiris, zealous, as he ſeem'd, to know 

Moreof th' Almighties works, and chicfly Man 
Gods lateſt I : ] deſcrib'd his way 
Bent all ogi{perd,, and markt'his Aerie Gate 5 
'But ic the Mount that lies from Edex North, 
Where he velt lighted, ſoon diſcernd his looks 
Alicn froerHeav v,with paſhons foulobſcur'd : 
Mine eye purſu'd him fill, but under ſhade 

Loſt fight of kim 4 one of che -banilhe-crew 

l fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raiſe 
New troubles bim thy care muſt be to find. 

To whotn the winged Warriour thus returnd : 

; Uriel, no, wonder if thy pertet ſight, 

Amid theSuns bright: circle where thou fitſt, 

See farrand wide : in at this Gate none paſs 

The vigilance here plac't, but ſuch as come 

Well known from Heav'ns and fince Meridian hour 
.No Creature thence : if Spirit of other ſort, 

Sa minded, have orelcapt theſe 'carthie bounds 
On purpoſe, hard thou knowſt it to exclude 
Spiritual ſubſtance with corporeal barr. 

But if withio the circuit of theſe walks 

In whatſvever ape he lurk, 'of whom 

'Thou telſt, by morrow dawning I ſhall know. 

So promis'd hee, and Urielto his charge 

Returndonthat bright beam, whoſe point now raisd 
|Bore him (lope downward to the Sun now fall'n 
Beneath th” 4nores 4 whither the prime Orb, 
Incredible how ſwift, had thither rowl'd  _ * 


Paradiſe hoft. Book 4. 


370 


530 


390 


Diurnal, 


— 


| 
| 


| 
i 
i 


Book 4. Paradiſe lot. 


OS _ 


| 
| 


| 
| 


600; 
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Now came ſtill Eevning on, and — gray 
5 


| [To morrow ere freſh Morning ſtreak, the Eaſt 
| With fiſt approach of light, we-malt be ris'n, 
| | And at our latan 


Diurnal, or this leſs volubil Earth 
By ſhorter flight to th' Eaſt, had left him there 
Arraying with reflected Purple ard Gold | 
The Clouds that on his Weltern Throne attend : | 


Had in her ſober Liverie all things cl 
Silence accompanied, for Beaſt and Bird, 


Were flunk, all but the wakeful Nightingalez - | 

She all night long her amorous deſcant ſung; | 

Silence was pleas'd : now glow'd the Firmamens | 

With living Saphirs : Heſperws that led © ;: | 

The ſtarrie Hoſt, rode brighteſt, till the Moon 

Riſing in clouded Majeſtic, at _ - 

Apparent Queen unvaild her eſs light, '- - 

And o're the dark her Silver Mantle threw. 
When Adaw thus to Eve : Fair Conſort; th” hour 

Of night, and all things now rertir'd to reſt 

Mind us of like repoſe, ſince God hath ſet 

Labour and reſt,as day and night to men 

Succeſſive, and the timely dew offleep - - 

Now falling with ſoft ſlumbrous weight inclines 

Our eye-lidsz other Creatures all day long 

Rove idle unimploid, and leſs need reſt ; 

Man hath his daily work of body or mind 

Appointed, which declares his irie, 

Andthe regard of Heav'n on all his waies 3 

While other Animals unattive range, 

And of thir doings God takes no account. 


t labour, .to reform - 


Yon 


—— 


Yon flourie Arbors, yonder Alliesgreen, 
Our walks at noon, with branches overgrown, | | 
That mock our ſcant manuring, and require” 
More hands then ours to lopthir wanton growth : 
Thoſe Bloſloms alſo, and thoſe dropping Gumms, | 5 3- 
That lie beſtrowne unſightly and/un{moarth, 
Aſk riddance, if we meanto tread with caſe 3 
Mean while,as Nature wills, Night bids us reſt. 
To whom thus Eve with perfet beauty adornd. 
My Author and Diſpoſer, what thou bidſt 
Unargud T obey y fo God ordairs, ' | 
God 1s thy Law, thou mine : ro know no-more | 
Is womaus happieſt knowledge and her praile. | 
| 


With thee converling | torger all time, | 
All ſeaſons and thir change, all pleafe alike. . 1640 
| Sweet is the breath of morn, her riling ſweer, 9 
With charm of carlicſt Birds ; pleaſant the Sun 
When firſt on this delightful Land he ſpreads 
His orient Beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flour, 
Gliftring-withdew 5 fragrant the ferril earth | 
Aﬀer foft ſhowers z and fweet the coming on - [| 
Ot grateful Eevning milde, then filene Night | 
' With this her ſolemn Bird and this fair Moon, | ' 
And thefte the Gemms of Heav'n, her ſtarrie train : 
But neither breath vf Morn when ſhe aſcends 650 
With charm of earlieſt Birds, nor rifing Sun | 
/ On this delighttul land, nor herb, fruit, floure, | 
Gliſtring with dew, nor fragrance after ſhowers, 
'Nor grateful Evening mild, nor filent Night 
With this her ſoltmna Bird, nor walk by Moon, 
| Or glittering Starr-light without thee 1sſweer. | 
| But wherfore all night long ſhine theſe, for whom 
O This 
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T his glorious fight, when fleep hath ſhut all eyes ? 
To whomour general Anceſtor repli'd. 
Daughter of God and Man, accompliſht Eve, 
Thoſe have thir courſe to finiſh, round the Earth, 
By morrow Ecvning, and from Land to Land 
ln order, though.to Nations yet unborn, 
Miniltriag light prepar'd, they fet and riſe 5 
Leaſt total darkneſs ſhould by Night regaine 
Her old poſſeſſion, and extinguiſh life 
[n Nature and all things, which theſe ſoft fires 
Not only __—_ but with kindly heate 
Of yarious influence foment and warme, 
Temper or nouriſh, or in part ſhed down 
Thir ſtellar vertue on all Kinds that grow 
On Earth, made hereby apter to receive 
PerfeQion from the Suns more potent Ray. 
Theſe then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain,nor think;though men were none, 
Thatheav'n would want ſpeCtators God want praiſe; 
Millionsof ſpiritual Creatures walk.the Earth 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep : 


All thefe with ceaſleſs praiſe his works behold 

Both day and night : how often from the ſteep 

Of echoing Hill or T hicket have we heard 

Celeſtial voices to the midnighe air, 

Sole, or reſponſive cach to others note 

Singing thir great Creator : oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly _ walk 

With Heav'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds 

[n full harmonic number joind, thir ſongs 

Divide the night,and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 
Thus talking hand in hand alone they paſs'd 

On 
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On tothir bliGful Bower 3 it was a place 

Chos'n by the [ovran Planter, when he fram'd 

All things ta mans delightful uſe ; the roofe 

Of thickeſt coyert was tywoven ſhace 

Laurelong irtle, apd what higher grew 

Of firm and'tragrant leaf; on either lide 

Acant hae, and. cach odorqus buſhie ſhrub 

Fenc'd up the, verdant wall 3 each beauteous flour, 
Irie all bues, Roſes, and Geſlamin (wrought 
Rear'd high. thir flauriſhe heads, between, and 
Moſaics yngerfoot the Violet, 
Crocus, and Hyacinth with rich inlly , - (one 
Broiderd the ground,: more colour'd then with 
Of coſtlieſt Emblem : other Creature here 

Beaſt, Bird, Inſeft, or Worm durſt enter none 3 
Such was thir awe.. of mah, lo (ſhadier Bower - 
More ſacred and fequeſterd, though but feignd, 
Pan or Siluanss never flept, nor Nymph 

Nor F«»unw, haunted, Here ip cloſe receſs 

With Flowers, Galands, ang. ſweet-ſmelling Herbs 
Eſpouſeg,Zvedeckt hyſt her Nyptial Bed, 

And heav'nly Quires the Hytmenzan ſeng, 

What day the genial Angel tg aur Sire 

Brought her in naked beauty more adorn'd, 

More love)y then Pandora, whomthe Gods 
Endowd with allzhy gifts, and O too like 

[n ſad evers, when to the upw ſer Son 

Of Japbet brought by Herwe?, Ny; enſnas'd 
Mapkind with Fer faire looks, to be aveng'd 

On him who had Role Joper authentic fire, 

Thus at this ſhadie Lodge rriv'd, beth ſtood 


Both tyrnd, and under op'n Skie 2do1'd 
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Pure, a 
Our Maker bi 
But our Deſtroyer,foe to God and Man ? 
Haile wore | 
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By thee adulterous 


The God thatiniade both Skis, Kit. Darth Heavy” 
W hich they beheld, the M plendent Globe 
And ſtarrit& Pole ; 
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Among the beſtia! herds to ra , by thee 
Founded in Reaſon, Loyal, Juſt, 2nd. Pure 
Relations dear, and all the Charirics 
Of Father, Son, and Brother firſt were known; 
\Farrbe it, that F ſhonld write thee (in or Blaine, 
;Or think thee nnbefitting” holieſt place, 
Perpetual Fountain of ſtic ſweets, 
[Whoſe Bed is undefil'd and chaſt pronounc', 
'Prefſent, or paſt, as Saints and Patriarchs ug'd: 
Here Love his golden ſhafts imploies, here lights 
[His conſtant' Lamp , and waves his purple wings, 
| 
' 


Reigns here and revels ; net in the boughe ſmile 
Of Harlots, loveleſs , joylefs, unindeard, 
Caſnal fruition, nor in Court Amours 

Mixe Dance, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal, 
Or Serenate, Wwhichrhe ſtarv'd Lover ſings 
To his proud fair, beſt quitted with diſdain. | 
Theſe lulld by Nightingales imbraceing ſlept, 
And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof 

Showrd' Rofes, which the'Morn repair'd, Sleep on, 
'Bleſtp4ir 3'ond O yet happieſtif ye ſeek 

[No happier ſtate, and know to know no more. 

| Now had night meaſur'd with her ſhaddowieCone 
| Half way up Hi!l this vaſt Sublunar Vaule, * © 
And from thir Trotis Port the Cherubim 
Forth ifimng at th"accuſtomd hour ſtood armd 
To thir night watches in warlike Parade, | 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus fpake. 

| Uzzid, halfthefe draw off, and coaſt the South 
With ſtricteſt watch theſe orher wheel the North, 
Our circyie meers full Weſt, As flame they part 
Halt wheelingto the Shield, half tothe Spear. 
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From thele, two ſtrong and (uttle Spirits he calld 
| Thatneer him ſtood, and gave them thus in charge. 
' Ithuriel and Zephon, with wingd ſpeed 
790 Search through this Garden,leav unſearcht nonook, 
| But chiefly where thoſe two fair Creatures Lodge, 
' Now laid perhaps aflcep ſecure of barre. 
This Eevning from the Sun's decline arriv 'd 
| Who tells of ſom infernal Spirit ſeen 
Hitherward bent ( who could have thought? ) e- 
[The barrs of Hell,on errand bad no doubr: ((c5 p'd| 
Such where ye find, ſeiſe faſt, and hither bring, | 
So ſaying, on he led his radiant Files, 
Daz'ling the Moon 4 theſe to rhe Bower dire 
8co In ſearch of whom they ſought : him there they 
Squat like a Toad,cloſe at the care of Eve; (found 
 Aflayirg by his Deviliſh art to reach 
[The Organs of her Fancic , and with them forge 
Nufions as he liſt, Phantaſms and Dreams, 
Or if, inſpiring verom, he might tairit, 
TI,” animal Spirits that from pure blood ariſe 
Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure,thence raiſc 
At Icaſt diſtemperd, diſcontented thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vainaimes, inordinate defies 
310|Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 
Him thus intent 14baricl with his Spear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no falſhood can endure: - 
Touch of Celeſtial temper; but returns 
Of force to its own likeneſs : up he ſtarts 
Diſcoverd and ſurpriz'd. As whena ſpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous Powder, laid | 
Fit for the Tun ſom Magazin to ſtore 
Againſt a rumord Warr, the Smuttie graine 


With 
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With ſudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the Air: : 
So ſtarted up in his own ſhape the Fiend. 

Back ſtept thoſe two fair Angels hilf amaz d 
So ſudden to kchold the grieflie King; 

Yet thus, unmovd with fear, accoft him ſoon, 
Which of thoſe rebell Spirits adjudg'd to Hell 
Com'it thou, eſcap'd thy priſon, and transform'd, 

W hy ſatſt thou like an cnemie in waite 

Here watching at the head of theſe that ſleep? 

Know ye not then, ſaid Satan, filld with ſcorn, 

Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 

For you, there ſitting where ye durſt not foare 

Not to know mee argues your ſelves unknown, 

Thelowelt of your throng; or if ye know, 

Why ask ye, and ſuperfluous begin 

Your meſlage, like to end as much in vain? 

To whom thus Zephon, anſwering ſcorn with (corn, 

Thiok not, revolted Spirit, thy thipe the ſaine, 

Or undiminiſht brightneſs, to be known 

As when thou ſtoodlt in Heav'n upright and pure; 

That Glorie then, when thou no more walt good, 

Departed from thee, and thou reſembl'it now 

Thy fin and place of doom obſcure and fuu'e. 

But come, for thou, beſure, ſhale give account 

To him who ſeat us, whofe charge is to keep 

This place inviolable, and theſe =y hari, 
So Fake the Cherube, and his grave rebuke 

Severe ia youthful beautie , added grace 

Invincible : abaſht the Devil ſtoud, 

And felt how awful guns is, and ſaw 

Vertue in her ſhape how ſovly,ſaw, and pin'd 

- loſs z but chiefly to find here obſervd 
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His luſtre viſibly impar'd ; yet ſeemd 
Undaunted. IfI muſt contend, ſaid he, 
Beſt with the beſt, the Sender not the ſent, 
Or all at once; more glorie will be wonn, 
Or leſs be loſt. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold, 
Will ſave ustrial what the leaſt can doe 
—_— againſt thee wicked, and thence weak. 

he Fiend repli'd not, overcome with rage; 
But like a proud Steed reind, went hautie on, 
Chaumping his iron curb : to ſtrive or flie 
He held it vain; awe from above had quelld 
His heart,not clſe diſmai'd. Now drew they nigh 
The weſtern point, where thoſe half-rounding 
Juſt met,&cloting ſtood in fquadron joind (guards 
Awaiting next command. To whom thir Chief 
Gabriel trom the Front thus calld aloud. 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 

Haſting this way, and now by glimps diſcerne 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the ſhade, 


And with them comes a third of Regal port, 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gate 


880 


Dr 


'And fierce demeanour ſgemsthic Prince of Hell, 
[Not likely to part hence without conteſt ; 
Stand firm, for in his louk defiance lours. 

He ſcarce had ended,when thoſe two approachd 
And brief related whom they brought,wher found, 
How buſied, in what form and poſture coucht, 

To whom with ſtern regard thus Gabriel ſpake. 
Why haſt thou, Satan, broke the bounds preſcrib'd 
[To thy tranſgreſſions, and diſtyrbd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranſgreſs 
By thy example, but have power and right 


To 
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To queſtion. thy bold entrance on this place 3 

[mploi'd it ſeems to violate ſleep, and thoſe _ 

Whoſe dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs # 
To,whom thus Satax with contemptuous brow. 


Gabriel,thou had(ſt in Heav'n th' eſteem of wile, 


And ſuch'1 held thee 5 but this queſtion askt_ 
Puts me,in doubt. Lives ther who loves his pain ? 
Who would not,finding way,break looſe from Hell, 
Though thither doomd? Thou wouldſt thy ſelf,no| 
And boldly yenture to. whatever place © (doubt, 
Fertheſt from, pain, where thaui migtt[t! hope'to 
Torment with eaſe, & ſooneſt recompence (change 
Dole with delight, which in this place I ſought; 
To thee no reaſon 5 wha knowſt only gooc, 

But evil -baſt not tri'd':. and wilt objeft 

His will who bqund. us ? let him ſurer barr 

His Tron. Gates, if he intends our ſtay 


In that dark durance : thus much what was askt. 

The reſt is true, they found me where they ſay; | 

But that implies not violence or harme. | 
T hvs. hee in fcorn.. The warlike Angel mov'd, 

Diſdaintully half ſmiling thus repli'd. 

O loſs of one in Heay'n to judge of wiſe, 

Since Safan fell, whom follie overthrew, 

And now returny, him-from his priſon ſcap't, 


| 
'Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe 1 
Or nut, who.ask,what boldneſs brought him hither 
'Unlicenc't from his bounds in Hell preſcrib'd ; 
\Sowile he judges it to (ly from pain 
| However ; and 49{fape his-punikment. 
'So judge thou {tit}, preſumptuous, rill the wrauth, 
—_ thou incurr'lt by flying, meet thy flight * 

ÞP 


Cerven- 


— _ —  —  — ——— 


890 


gco | 


5 


IO 


o 
% 


| Book 4. Paradiſe loſt. | 


— 


| 920 


930 


949 


| And-pradtis'd diſtances to cringe, not fight. 


Seaventold, and ſcourge that wiſdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 


Can equal anger infinite provok't, 
But wherefore thou alone £ wherefore with thee 


| Came not all Hell broke looſe? ispain to'them 


Leſs pain, leſs tobe fled, or thou chenthey 

Leſs hardie to endure? courageons Chief, 

The firſt in flight from pain, had'ſt thou alleg'd 
To thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, | 
Thou ſurely hadſbnot come ſole fupitrye: ' 
To whichthe Fiend thusanfwerd frowning ſtern, 
Not that leſs endure,-or ſhrink-from pain, * ' ! 
Inſulting Angel, well thou knowſt I ſtood 

Thy berceſt, when in Battel to thy aide ' 

The blaſting volied Thunder-made all ſpeed --+ 
And ſeconded thy elſe not dreaded Spear! ''' + [7 
But ſtill thy words at random,”asbefore, ' ' ++ 
Argue thy inexperience what behooves 

From hard aflaies and ill ſuccefles paſt 

A faithful Leader, nottu hazard all | 
Through wayes of danger \by himfelf untri'd. © _ 
[ theretore, I alone firſt undertook | 

To wing the deſolate Abyſs, and pie 

This new created World, whereof in Hell 

Fame is not filenty herein hope'to find 

Better abode, and my attticted Powers 

To ſettle here on Earth, or in mid'Aire's 
Thoughfor pofi-{kon put to try once more 

What thou and thy gay Legions dare againſt; 
Whoſe tus were to ſerve thir Lord 

High vpinHeir'n;with ſongs to hymne hisThrone; 


To: 
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Argues no Leader, 


| Armie of Fiends, fit body to fit head 3 


|Us'4to the yoal;, draw'ſthistri mph weed 
© L 


To whomthe warriour Angel ſoon repltrd. | 
To ſay and ſtrait unfay, ——_— firſt 
Wiſe tc flie pain , 7 ng nextthe Spie, 


$atan, and couldft thou faithful add? O name, 
Ofacred name of faithfulneſs profan'd ! 
Faithful to whom? to thy rebellious crew ? 


Was this your difciplime and faith ingag'd, 
Your military obedſence, to diſfolve 
Allegeance ta th' acknowledg'd Power ſupream? 
And thou fly hypocrite, who now would(t ſeem 
Patron of — Ai who more then thou 
Heav'ns awful Monarch 2 wherefore but in hope 
Todiſpoſlefs him, and thy ſelf toreigne? 
But mark what 1 arreede thee now, avant ; 
Flie thither whence thon fledſt : if from this houre 
Within theſe hatlowd Irmirts thou appeer, 
Back to th” infernaFpit 4 drag thee chaind, 
And Seale thee ſo, as hencetorth not to ſcorne 
The facil gates of hell too lightly barrd. 

So threatn'd hee, but $4tar to no threats 
Gave heed, brit waxing more in'rage repli'd; ' 

Thenwhen 1 am thy captive talk of chaines, 
Proud limitarie Cherube, xk 1h then 
Farr heavier load thy ſelf expe to feel 
From thy prevailing arme, though Heavens King 
Ride of thy witgy, and thon' with'thy Cotmpeers, 

21S 


In Frogreb Sod h therode of rar _ 
| He thus he fpake.th' Angelic Squadron bright | 
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Once tawn'd; and rings and fervilly ador'd 9560 
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Turn'd' 
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| Turnd fiexie red, ſharpning in mopned hornes ©, 
990|'Thir Phalanx, and began to, hemm him round 
With ported Spears, as thick as when a field 
| | Of Ceres ripe tor harveſt waying bends , 
| Her.bearded Grove of ears, which way the wind 
_ |Swayesthemz the careful Plowman.duubting ſtands 
Leaſt on the threſhing floure his opeful ſheaves 
| Prove chaff. Onth' other lide Satawallarm'd 
| Colle ting all his might dilated ſtood, 
Like Teneriff or Atiss unremov'd : 
| His ſtature reacht the Skie,, and on his Creſt 
999 Sat horror Plum'd 3 nor. wanted in his graſ; 
WV hat ſeemd both Spear and Shield : now dreadful 
Might have enſu'd , nor;onely Paradiſe. .., (deeds 
[a this commotion, but the Startie Cope | 
| Of Heav'n perhaps, or,all the Elements _. 
'At leaſt had gon to rack, -diſturbd and torne 
With violence of this confli&, had not ſoon 
[Th' Eternal to prevent ſuch horrid fray , 
| Hung forth in Heav'n his golden Scales, yet ſeen | 
Betwixt Aſtrea and the © YY ligne, 
i000 | Wherein all things created firſt he weighd, 
The pendulous round Earth with ballanc't Aire 
-c. |In counterpaiſe, now ponders allevents, 
| Battels and ReaJms : in theſe he Bo two weights 
The ſequel each of parting and of fight 3 
The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam 3 
Which. Ga ieflpying, thus beſpake the Fiend. 
Faran,l kyaw thy ſtrength,and thou knowſ} mine, 
Neither ourgwn but giv'n 3, what folliet en,” /1 
To hoaſt.,what Arms can doe, ſince thine no more 
oo [Then Heay'n permits,nor mine,though doubld New 
0. 
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Totrample thee as mire : for-proot-look-up,-- — 
And read thy Lot in yon celeſtial Sign (weak, 
Where thou art weigh'd, & ſhown how light, how 
If thou reſiſt. The Fiend lookt up and knew 
His mounted ſcale aloft: nor more 3 but fled - * 
Murmuring, and with him fled the ſhades of night. 
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| [His wonder was to find unwak'nd Eve 


' [As through ufiquiet reſt : he on his fide | 


Door ki” | 
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JOw Morn her roſie ſteps in th' Eaſtern 
Clime 
| Advancing, ſow'd the Earth with 
«1\2< Orient Pearle, 
k SCAN When Adaw wak't, ſocuſtomd, for 
Z his ſleep 
Was Aerie light, from pure digeſtion bred, 


Of teaves and formmgritts, A«rora's fan, | 
—_— diſpers'd, and the ſhrill Matin Song 
Of Birds on every bough; ſo much the more 


WithT reflex diſcompos'd, and glowing Cheek, 


Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial Love 
Hung over herenamour'd, and beheld 


And temperat vaporsbland, which th' only ſound | 


Beautie, which whether waking or aſleep, 
ww 


= 
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Shot forth peculiar Graces'3 then withvoice : 1.) | 
Milde, as when Zephyras bn. Flara. breathes, © | 1 | 
Her hand ſoft touching, whiſperd thus: 'Awake | 
My faire(t, my.cſpous'd, my lateft found, 
Heav'ns laſt; beſt gift, my. ever vew delight, ::. 
Awake, the morning  (hines, and the'freſh field: |. 
Calls us, we Jole-the prime, td mark:how ſpring] 
Our tended Plants, how'blows the Citron Grove, 
What drops the Myrrhe,& what the bilimie Reed, 
How Nature pajats her colours; how the Bee : / 
Sits on the BlpomextraGing liquid ſweet. || | 

Such whiſpering wak/d her, burwith ſtaitl'd eye 
On Adam, whom-mbracing, thus ſhe ſpake. 

QO Sole in'w hom'my thoughts find all repoſe, 
My Glorie, my. Pertection, glad I ſee . 
[Thy face, and Mora return'd;: for Tthis Night, 
;Such night till this I never'paſs'd, have drteam'd, 

If dream'd, not as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day.paſs't, or morrows next defigne, 
But of offence apd trouble, which-my.ming + : 
Knew never till this jjirkſomm nights” merhought | 
Cloſe at mine ear one call'd me forth'to walk -. - 
With gentle voice, I thoyght it thine 5 it ſaid, 
Why ſleepſt thou Eve? now is the pleaſant time, | 
Thecogl,the lilent, fave where ſilence yeetds: 
To the night-warbling Bird that:now awake :: 
Tunes fweeteſt his lave-labor'd ſong; now reignes 
Full Orb'd the Moon, and with more pleafirig light 
'Shadowie ſets off the face of things; un vain, 
[If none. regard 3 Heav'n wakes with allbis-eyes;.' 
Whomto behold but thee, Naturts deſire; -!- | 
In whoſe ſight all things joy, with taviſhment 


Attrated! 
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Attratted by thy beauty ſtill copaze. 
[ roſe as at thy call, but found thee not ; 

To find thee I directed then my walk ; 

And on, methought, aloneT paſs'd through ways 
That ht me on a ſudden to the Tree 

Of interdited Knowledpe : fair it ſeem'd, 
Macheairer to my Fancie then by day : 

AndasI wondring lookt, beſide it ſtood 

One ſhap'd'& wing'd like one of thoſe from Heav'n 
By us oft ſeen ; his dewie locks difſtill'd 
Ambroſia'z on that Free the alſ6 paz'd ; 

And Orfair Plant, ſaid he, with fruit ſureharg'd,. 
Deigns none to eaſe thy load and taſte thy ſweer, 
Nor God, nor Man ;/ is Knowledge fo deſpis'd ? 

Or envie, or what reſerve forbids tofaſte ?_ 
Forbid who will, none ſhalFfrom me withhold - 
Longer.thy ofterd good, why elſe ſet here? - - 
This ſaid he paus'd not, but with ventrous Arme 
He pluckt, he taſted ; mee damp horror chil'd 

At ſuch-bold words voucht with'a deed {6 bold; 
Bur he thus overJoy'd, O Fruit Divine, ' 44 
Sweet of thy ſe}f;but much norte ſweet thus cropr, 
Forbidd'n here, it ſeems, as onely fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : 


\|And why not Gods of Men, ſince good, the more 
JC'E 


| 


Communicated, more abunditr growes, | -''? * 
The Author not impair'd, but honourd more ? 


[Here, happie Creature, fair Angelic Eve, 
|Partake thou alfoz happie though thou art, 
|Happrer thou-mayſt be, worthiercanſt nor be : 


Taſte this, 'and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy feif a Goddeſs, not to Earth confind, 
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But ſomtimes in the Air, as wee, ſomtimes 
Aſcend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and fee 
What life the Gods live there, and ſuch live thou, 
So ſaying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Even to my mouth of that ſame fruit held part 
Which he had pluckt ; the pleaſant ſavourte ſmel] 
So quick'nd appetite, that I, methought, 
Could not but taſte. Forthwith up to the Clouds 
With him Iflew, and underneath beheld 
The Earth outſtretcht immenſe, a proſpe& wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
Tothis high exaltation ; ſuddenly 
My Guide was gon,and I, me thought, ſunk down, 
And fell aſleep; but O how gladTI wak'd 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus Adam an{werd fad. 

Beſt Image of my ſelf and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ſleep 
Aﬀecs me equally; nor canl like 
This uncouth dream, of evil ſprung I fear; 
Yet evil whence ? in thee nadars none, 
Created pure, But know that in the Soule 
Are many leſſer Faculties that ſerve 
Reaſon aschieft; among theſe Fanſie next 
Her office holds; of all external things, 


She forms Tmaginations, Aerie ſhapes, 
All what we affirm or what deny, and call 


Our knowledge os opinion 3 then retires 
Into her private Cell when Nature refts. 


8% 


go 


Which the five watchful Senſes repreſent, | 
Which I” Nye or disjoyning, frames 


Oft in herabſence mimic Fanſie wakes | 


Q 
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To imitate her 3 but misjoyning ſhapes, 

Wilde work produces oft, and moſt in dreams, 
[1] matching words and deeds long paſt or late 
Som ſuch reſemblances methinks I find 

Of our laſt Eevnipgs talk, in this thy dream, 

But with addition ſtrange 3 yet be not ſad. 

Evil into the mind of God. or Man 

May come and go, ſo unapprov'd, and leave 

No ſpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 
That what in ſleep thou didſt abhorr to dream, 
Waking thou never wilt conſent to do : 

Be not diſheart'nd then, nor cloud thoſe looks 
That wont to be more chearful and ſerene 

Then when fair Morning firſt ſmiles on the World, 
And let usto our freſh imploymentsriſfe 


| Among the Groves,the Fountains, and the Flours 


That open now thir choiceſt bolom'd ſmells 
Reſervd fromnight,and kept.for thee in ſtore. 
Socheard he-tis fair Spouſe, and ſhe was cheard, 

But ſilently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her haire 
Two other precious drops that ready ſtood, 
Each inthir chryſtal ſluce, he ere they fell 
Kiſs'd as the gracious ſigns of ſweet remorſe 
And pious awe, that feard to have offended, 

So all was cleard, and to the Field they haſte. 
But firſt from under ſhadie arborous roof, 
Soon as they forth were.come to open light 
Of day-ſpring, and the Sun, who ſcarce up riſen 
With wheels yet hov'ring o're the Ocean hi 
Shot paralel to the earth his dewieray, 
Diſcovering in wide Lantskip all the Eaſt 
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Of Paradiſe and Edens happie Plains, 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Chir Oriſons, each Morning duly paid 

ſn v:rious (tyle, for neither various ſtyle 

Nur holy rapt ure wanted they to praiſe 

Chic Maker, ju fit ſtrains pronounc't or ſung 

Unmeditated, ſuch prompt eloquence 

rlowd fromthir lips, in Proſe or numerous Verle, 

More turcoble then needed Lute or Harp | 

Tv add hore ſweetneſs, and they thus began, 
Theſe are thy glorious works Parent of good, 

Almightie, thine this univerſal Frame, _ 

Thus wondrous fair ; thy ſelf how wondrous then ! 

Uuſpeakible, wh fitſt above theſe Heavens, 

To'us inviſible or dimly ſeen | 

In theſe thy loweſt works, yet theſe declare 

Thy. goodiieſs beyond thought,and Power Divine: 

Speak ye who beſt can tell,ye Sons of light, 

_ fs, for ye behold jon and with' ſongs 

And choral.ſymphonies, Day without h ight, 7 "o 

Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heav'n, 

On Earth joyn all yee Creatures to extoll 

Him firſt, him laſt, hia midſt, and without end. 

'Faireſt of Starrs, laſt in the train of Night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, - 

Sure pledge of day, that crownſt the ſmiling Morn 

With thy bright Circlet, praiſe him inthy Spheare 

While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of Prime. 


Thou Sun,of this great World both Eye and Soule, 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, ſound his praiſe 
ln thy etergal courſe, both when thou climb'ſt, 
And when highNoon haſt gaind,&whenthou fallſt, 
| Q 2 Moon 


| 
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| jTo give us ohely good 3 and ifthe night 


Moon, that now meetſt the orient Sun, now fAli'(t 
With the fixt Starrs, fixt in thir Orb that flies, 
And yee hve other wandring Fires that ove 
|ln myſtic Dance not without Song, reſound 

His praiſe, who out of Darkneſs call'd up Light. 
Aire, and ye Elements the eldeſt birth 

Of Natures Womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual Circle, multiform z and mix 

Arid houriſh all things let your ceaſleſs change 
Varie to our great aker ill new praiſe. 

Ye Miſts and Exhalations that now riſe 

From Hill or ſteaming Lake, duſkie or grey, 

Till the Sun paint your Rleecie:$kirts with Gold, 
[n honour to the Worlds great Author riſe, 
Whethet to deck with Clouds the uncolourd ſkie, 
Or wet the thirltie Earth with falling ſhowers, 
Riſing or falling ſtil! advance his praiſe. 

His praiſe ye Winds,that from four Quarters blow, 
Breath of or loud; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every Plant, in ſign. of Worſhip wave. 
Fountains and yee, that warble,as ye flow, 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praiſe. 
Joyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds, 

That finging up to Heaven Gatgaſcend, 


Yeethat in Waters glide, and yee that walk 
The Earth, and ſtately cread, or lowly creep 3 
Witneſs if I be fitent, Morn or Eeyen, 

To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or freſh ſhade 


Hail univerſal Lord, be bounteous (tilt 


Have 


— 


EET — 


Bear on your wings and jn your notes his praiſe 5 ; 


Made'vocal by my Song, and taught his praiſe, IA 
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Have gathered aught of evil or conceald, 
Diſperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 


Firm peace recoverd ſoon and wonted calm. 
On to thir mornin gs rural work they baſte 
Among ſweet dewes and floursz where any row 
Of Fruit-trees overwocdie reachd too farr 
Thir pamperd boughes,and neeged hands to check 
Fruitleſs imbraces : or they led the Vine 
To wed her Elm ; ſhe ſpous'd about him twines 
Her mariageable arms , and with her brings 

Her dowr th' adopted Cluſters, to adorn 

His barren leaves. Them thus imploid beheld 
With pittie Heav'os bigh King, and tv himcall'd 
Raphael, the ſociable Spirit, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobizs, and ſecur'd 

His marriage with the ſeaventimes- wedded Maid, 
Raphael, (aid hee,thou hear'lt what ſtir on Earth 
Satan from Hell ſcap't through the darkſom Gulf 
Hath raiſd in Paradiſe, and how diſturbd 

This night the human pair, how he deſignes 
Inthem at once to ruin all mankind. 

Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converſe with 4dam, inwhat Bowre or ſhade 
Thou find'ſt him from the heat of Noon x«tir'd, 
To reſpit his day-labour with repaſt, 

Or with repoſe; and ſuch diſcourſe bring on, 

As may adviſe him of his happie ſtate, 

Happineſs in his power left free to will, 

Left to his own free Will, his Will though free, 
Yet mutable 3 whence warne him to beware 
- ſwerve not too ſecure : tel] him withall 
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So pray'd they innocent, and to thirthoughts | 
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His danger, and from whom, what enemie 
Late falln himſelf from Heaven, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like ſtate of bliſs; 

By violence, no, for that ſhall be withſtood, 
But by deceit and lies; this let him know, 
Leaſt wilfully tranſgreſling he preterid 


Surpriſal, unadmoniſht, untorewarnd.. 


So ſpaketh' Eternal Father, and fulfilld 


, All Juſtice : nor delaid the winged Saint 

' After his charge receivd; but from amon 

| Thouſand Celeſtial Ardors, where he (too 

' Vaild with-his gorgeous wings, up ſpringing light 
'Flew through the midſt of Heav'nzth'angelic Quires 
| On each hand parting, to his ſpeed gave way 


Through all th' Empyreal road 3 till at the Gate 
Ot Heav'n arriv'd, x £4 gate ſelf-opend wide 

On golden Hinges turning, as by work 

Divine the ſov'ran Archite&t had fram'd. 


From hence, nocloud or, to obſtrutt his fight, 
Starr interpos'd, however ſmall he ſees, 
Not unconform to other ſhining Globes, | 
Earth and the Gard'n of God, with Cedars crownd 
Above all Hills. As when by night the Glaſs 
Of Galileo, leſs afſur'd , obſerves 
[magind Lands and Regions inthe Moon : 
Or Pilot from amidſt the Cyclades 
Delos or Samos firſt appeering kenns 
A cloudy ſpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He ſpeeds, and through the vaſt Ethereal Skie 
Siiles between worlds & worlds, with ſteddie wing 
_ on the polar windes, then with quick Fann 


Winnows the buxom Air; till within foare 
Of 
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Of Towring Eagles, to allthe Fowles he ſeems 


A Phenix, gaz'd by all, as that ſole Bird 

When toenſhrine his reliques in the Sun's | 
Bright Temple, to Agzptian Theb's he flies, | 

At once on th' Eaſtern cliff of Paradiſe | 

He lights, and to his proper ſhape returns | 

A Seraph wingd 3 fix wings he wore, to ſhade | 

His lineaments Divine; the pair that clad | 
Each ſhoulder broad, came mantling'o're his breſt | 
With regal Ornament ; the middle pair 230 
Girt like a Starrie Zone his waſte, and round 
$kirted his loines and thighes with downie Gold 
And colours dipt in Heav'n 3 the third his feet 
Shaddowd from either heele with featherd maile 
$kie-tintur'd grain. Like XMaia's ſon he ſtood, 
And ſhook his Plumes, that Heav'aly fragrance filld | 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his ſtate, 

And to his meſſage high in honour riſe ; 

For on ſom meſlage high they gueſsd him bound. | 295 
Thir glittering Tents he paſsd , and now is come 
Into the bliſfal field, through Groves of Myrrhe, 
And flouring Odours, Catha, Nard, and Balme 

A Wilderneſs of ſweets; for Nature here 
Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will 

Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more ſweet, 
Wilde above rule or art 3. enormous blils, 

Him through the ſpicie Forreſt onward com 
Adam diſcernd, as in the dore heat 

Of his cuole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun | 300 
Shot down dired his fervid Raics, to warme 
Eartbs inmoſt womb,more warmththenAdamne=d:3 


And 
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And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd 

For dinner ſavourie fruits, of taſte to pleaſe 
; True appetite, and not difreliſhthirſt 

Of neCtarous draughtsbetween,fram milkie ſtream, 
Berrie or Grape : to whom thus Adam call'd. 


Haſte hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 


Faſtward among thoſe Trees, what glorious ſhape 
Comes this way moving ; ſeems another Morn 


\Ris'n on mid-noon 3 ſom great beheſt from Heav'o 


To us perhaps he brings, and will voutſafe 

[This dayto be our Gueſt, But goe with ſpeed, 

| And what thy ſtores contain, bring forth and poure 
| Abundance, fit to honourand receive 

Our Heav'nly ſtranger z well we may afford | 
'Our givers thir owa gifts, and large beſtow 

From large beſtowd, where Nature multiplies 
[Her ferti] growth, and by disburd'ning grows 
More fruittul,,which inſtructs us not to ſpare. 

To whom thus Eve. Adam,earths hallowd mould, 
Of God inſpir'd, ſmall ſtore will ſerve, where ſtore, 
All ſeaſons, ripe for uſe hangs on the ſtalk; 

Save what by _ ſtoring firmneſs gains 

To nourtſh, and ſuperfluous moiſt conſumes : 

But I will haſte and from each bough and break, 
Each Plant & jucieſt Gourd will pluck ſuch choice 
Toentertain our Angel guelt, as hee 


Beholding ſhall confeſs that here' on Earth 
God hath difpenſt his bounties as in He:v'n. 

So ſaying , with diſpatchful looks in haſte 
She turns, on hoſpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chuſe for delicacie beſt, 
What order, ſo contriv'd as not to mix 


Taſtes . 
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Taſtes , not well joynd, inclegant, but bring 


Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 
Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yeilds 
In 1ndia Eaſt or Weſt, or middle ſhoare 

In Pontius or the Punic Coaſt, or where 
Alcinows reign'd, fruit of all kindes, in coate, 


She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board 


She cruſhes, inoffenſive mouſt, and meathes 


| Wants her fit veſſels pure, then ſtrews the ground! 
| With Rofe and Odours from the ſhrub untum'd. 
Mean while our Primitive great Sire, to meet 

His god-like Gueſt, walks forth,withourt more train 


| 
| 


| 


None can then. Heav'iatuch glorious ſhape conkales | 
Since by deſcending from the Thrones above, 


She tempers dulcet creams, nor theſe to hold 


Accompani'd then with his own compleat 
PerfeCtions, in himſelf was all his ſtate, 


More ſolemn then the tedivus pomp that waits 


On Princes, when thir rich Retinue long 


Of Horſes led, and Grooms beſmeard with Gold 


Dazles the croud, and ſets them all agape. 
Neerer his preſence Adem though not awd, 


Yet with ſubmils:approach and reverence meck, 


Asto a ſuperior Nature, bowing low, 


Heaps with unſparing hand; for drink the Grape 


From many a berrie,and from ſweet kernels pre(t 


Taſte after taſte upheld with kindlieſt change, 


Rough, or ſmooth rin'd, or bearded huſk, or ſhel] | 


Thus fatd, Nativeof Heav'n, for other place 


Thoſe:happie places thow haſt deignd'a while 


| To want, nvit-4ovouritbeſe; voutfate with us 
| 
| 
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This ſpacious ground, in yonder ſhadie Bowre 
To reſt and what the Garden choiceſt bears 

To ſit and taſte, till this meridian heat 

Be over, and the Sun more coole decline, 

Whom thus the Angelic Vertue anſwerd milde, 
Adam, | therefore came, nor art thou ſuch 
Created, or ſuch place haſt here to dwell, 

As may not oft invite,though Spirits of Heav'n 

To vilit thee ; lead on then where — mr 
Orcſhades 3 for theſe mid-hours, till ing riſe 

| have at will. So tothe Silvan Lodge 

= came, that like Powona'; Arbour imil'd 

With flourets deck't and fragrant ſmells ; but Eve 
Undeckt, ſave with her ſelf more lovely fair 
Then Wood-Nymph,or the faireſt Goddeſs feign'd 
Of three that in Mount 14s naked ſtrove, 

Stood to entertain her gueſt from Heav'nz no vaile 
Shee needed, Vertue-proof, no thought infirme 
Alterd her cheek. On whom the Angel Haile 
Beſtowd, the holy falutation us'd 

Long aftertobleſt Harie, ſecond Eve, 

Haile Mother of Mankind, whole fruitful Womb 
Shall fill the World more numerous with thy Sons 
Then with theſe various fruits the Trees of God 
Have heap'd this Table. Rais'd of graffte terf 
[ hir Table was, and moſhe ſears had round, 
And on her ample Square from fide to ſide 
All A»twmr pil'd, though $ and Autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while diſcourſe they holds 
No fear leſt Dinner coole z when thus began 
Our Authour. Heav'nly ſtranger;pleaſe totaſte 


_ bountiecs which our Nou x —_— 
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All perfer good unmeaſur'd out, deſcends, 

To us for and for delight hath caus'd 
The Earth to yeild ; unſavourie food perhaps 

To ſpiritual Natures; only this I know, 

That one Celeſtial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whoſe praiſe be ever ſung) to man in part 
—_ may of pureſt Spirits be found 

0 ingrateful food : and food alike thoſe pure 
latelligential ſubſtances require 
As doth your Rational z and both contain 
Within them every lower facultie 
Of ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſee,ſmell,touch,taſte, 
Faſting concoR, digeſt, aſhmilate, 

And curporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was created, needs 

To be ſuſtaind and fed $4 of Elements 

The grofler feeds the purer, earth the ſea, 

Earth and the Seca feed Air, the Air thoſe Fires 
Ethereal, and as loweſt firſt the Moon 5 

W hence in her viſage round thoſe ſpots, unpurg'd 
Vapours not yet into her ſubſtance turnd. 

Nor doth the Moon no nouriſhment exhale 

Fr >m her moiſt Continent to higher Orbes. 

The Sun that light imparts to all, receives 

From all his atimental recompence 

In humid exhalations, and at Even 

Sups with the Ocean : though in Heav'nthe Trees 
Of life ambroſial frutage bear, and vines (Morn 
Veild Near, though from off the boughs cach 
We bruſh mellifluous Dewes, and find the ground 


Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 
| Ak R 2 Varied 
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| As may compare with Heaven; and to ta(te 

|ThinknotT (hall benice. So down they (at, 

'And to thir viands fell, nor ſeemingly 

| The Angel, nor in miſt, the common gloſs 

of Theologians, but with keea diſpatch 

| Of real hunger, and concoctive heate 

To tranſubltantiatez what redounds, tranſpires 
Through Spirits with caſe; nor wonder; it by fire 

440, Of ſooty coal the Empiric Alchimilt 
'Can turn, or holds it poſlible to turn 
Metals of drofſieſt Ore to perfet Gold 
As from the Mine. Mean while at Table Eve 
Miniſterd naked, and thir flowing cups _ 
With pleaſant liquors crown'd : O innocence 
Deſerving Paradiſe ! if ever, then, 
Then had the Sons of God excule to have bin 
Enamour'd at that ſight 3; but io thoſe hearts 
Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealouſie 
450, Was underſtood, the injur'd Lovers Hell. 
| Thus when with meats & drinks they had ſuffic'd, 
Not burd'ad Nature, ſudden mind aroſe 
In Adam, not to let th' occalion paſs 


| Varied his bounty ſo with new delights, | 


Given him by this great Conference to know 
Of things above his World, and of thir bein 
Who dwell in Heav'n, whole excellence he ſaw 
|Tranſcend his ownſo farr, whoſe radiant forms. 
Divime effulgence, whoſe high Power ſo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary ſpeech 
460| Thus to th' Empyreal Miniſter he fram'd, 
Inhabitant ax x4 God, now know I well 


[! | Thy favour, in this honour doneto man, 


Under 


_—_ 


= 


Paradiſe ft. Book 5. © 


Under whoſe lowly root thou halt voutlat't 
To enter, and theſe carthly fruits to taſte, 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted lo, 
As that more willingly thou could(t not ſeem 
At Heav'ns high feaſts to have fed: yet what com- 

To whom the winged Hierarch repli'd. (pare? 
O Adam, one Almightie is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 
[f not deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfeCtion, one firſt matter all, 
lodu'd with various forms, various degrees 
Of ſubſtance, and in things that live, of life 
But more refin'd, more {piritous, and pure, 
As neerer to him plac't or neerer tending 
Each in thir ſeveral ative Sphears aſlignd, 
Till body up to ſpirit work, in bounds 
Proportiond to each kind.So from the root (leaves 
Springs lighter the green (talk, from thence the 
More aerie, laſt the bright conſummate floure 
Spirits odorgus breathes : flours and thir fruit 
Mans nouriſhment, by gradual ſcale ſublia'd 
To vital Spirits aſpire, to animal, K 
To intelleftual, give both life and ſenſe, 
Fanſie and ——————_ whence the ſoule 
Reaſon receives, and reaſon is her being, 
Diſcurſive, or Iatuitivez dilcourle 
[s ofteſt yours, the latter moſt is ours, 
Differing but in degree, of kind the ſame. 
Wonder not then, what God for you ſaw good 
If I refuſe not, but convert, as you, ; 
To proper ſubſtance ; time may come when men 
With Angels may participate, and find + 

No 
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No inconvenient Diet,nor too light Fare : 
And from theſe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at laſt turn all to Spirit, 
Improv'd by trad of time, and wingd aſcend 
Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice 

Here or in Heav'nly Paradiſes dwell ; 

It ye be found obedient , and retain 
Unalterably firm his love entire 

Whoſe progenie you are, Mean while enjoy 
Your fill what happineſs this happie ſtate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 

To whom the Patriarch of mankind replrd. 


ell haſt thou taught the way that might dire 
Our knowledge, and the ſcale of Nature ſet 
From center to circumference, whereon 

[n contemplation of created things --. 

By ſteps we may aſcend to God. But ſay, 

What meant that caution joind, if ye be found 
Obedient can wee want obedience then 

To him, or poſlibly his love deſert 

Who formd us from the duſt, and plac'd us here 
Full to the atmoſt meaſure of what bliſs 
Human defires can ſeek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happie, owe to God ; 
That thou continu'ſt ſuch, owe to thy ſelf, 

That is, to thy obedience ; therein ſtand. 

This was that caution giv'n thee z be advis'd. 
God made thee perfet, not immutable; 

And good he made thee, but to perſevere 


el hat the ſpirit, propitious gueſt, 


He left it inthy power, ordaind thy will ) 
B 


L— 


By nature free, not over-rul'd by Fate 

Inextricable, or ſtrict neceſlityz 

Our voluntaric ſervice he requires, 

Not our neceſlitated , ſuch with him 

Findes no acceptance, nor can find, for how 

'Can hearts, not tree, be tri'd whether they ſerve 

Willing or no, who will but what they muſt 

By Deſtinic, and can no other chooſe #7 

My (elf andall th' Angelic Hoſt-that ſtand 

In fight of God eathron'd; our happie ſtate 

Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds z 

On other ſurety none; freely we ſerve. 

Becauſe wee freely love, as in our will 

Tov love ornot; inthis we ſtand or fall : 

And ſom are fall'n,to diſobedience fall'n, 

And fo from Heav'n to deepeſt Hell; O fall 

' From what high ſtate of bliſs into what woe! 
To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words 

' Attentive, and with more delighted care 

_— En, [ _ = the when 
herubic Songs by night from neighbouring Hills 

Acreal Mukic ſend : _-- knew by 4 

To be both will and deed created free ; 

Yet that we never ſhall forget to love 

Our maker, and obey him whoſe command 

Single, is yet ſo jult, my conſtantthoughts 

Afſur'd me and ſtill aflure: though what thou tellſt 

Hath paſt ia Heav'n, ſom doubt within me move, 

But more defire to hear, it thou conſent, 

The full relation, which muſt needs be ſtrange, 

Worthy; of Sacred kilence to be heard ; 

_ we have yet large day, for ſcarce the Sun 
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| Hath finiſht half his journey, and ſcarce begins 
His other halt in the great Zone of Heav'n. 


5%0, 


Thus Adam made requeſt, and Raphact 
After ſhort pauſe aſſenting, thus began. | 
High matter thou injoinſt me, O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard, for how ſhall I relate 
(To human ſenſe th' inviſible exploits 
Of warring Spirits z how without remor(e 
The ruin of ſo many glorious once 
And perfet while they {tood ; how laſt unfould 
The ſecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawfulto reveal? yet for hy hood 
This is diſpenc't, and what ſurmounts the reach 
Of human ſenſe, I ſhall delineate fo, 
By lik-ning ſpiritual to corporal forms, 
As may expreſs them beſt, though what if Earth 
Be but the ſhaddow of Heav'n, and things therein 
Each to other like, more then on earth 1s thought? 
As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde 
Reignd where theſe Heav'ns now rowl, where Earth 
gon her Center pois'd, when ona day (now relts 
(For Time, though in Eternitie, apphi'd 
To motion, meaſures all things durable 
By preſent, paſt, and future) on ſuch day 
As Heav'ns great Year brings forth, th'Empyreal 
Of Angels by Imperial fammons &all'd, (Hoſt 
[ſnnumerable before tht Almighties Throne 
Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appeerd 
Under thir Hierarchs 1n orders bright 
Ten thouſand thouſand Enlignes high advanc'd, 
Standards, and Gonfalons twixt Vin md Reare” ' 
Streame inthe Aire, andfor tdiſtintionferve ” * a 
| 7» O 
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Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees 5 | | 
Or in thir glittering Tiſlues bear imblaz'd | | 
Holy Memorials, acts of Zeale and Love \ 
Recorded eminent. T hus when in Orbcs | 


Of circuit inexpreſiible they ſtood, 
Orb within Orb, the Father infinite, 
By whom in bliſs imboſom'd fat the Son 
A midſt as from a flaming Mount, wholeop 
| Brightneſs had made inviſible, thus ſpake. | | 
Hear all ye Angels, Progenie of Light, (ers, | 600 
Thrones, Dominations,Princedoms, Vertues, Pow-| | 
Hear my Decree, which unrevok't ſhall ſtand. | 
This day I have begot whom l declare | 
My onely Son, and on this holy Hill | 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold | 
At my right hand 3 your Head I himappoint z | 
And by my Self have ſworn to him ſhall bow | 
All knees in Heav'n, and ſhall confeſs him Lord : 
Under his great Vice-gerent Reign abide 
United as one individual Soule 610 | 
For ever happie : him who diſobeyes 
| Mee diſobeyes, breaks union, and that day | 
Caſt out from God and blefled viſion, falls 
Into utter darkneſs, deep ingulft, his place 
Ordaind without redemption, without end. | 
| So fpaketh' Omnipotent, and with his words | 
All ſeemd well pleas'd,all ſeem'd, but were not all, | 
'That day, as other folem dayes, they ſpent | 
In ſong and dance about the ſacred Hill, | 
{Myſtical dance, which yonder ftarrie Spheare | 620 
| Planets and of fixt in all her Wheeles | 
Reſembles neareſt, mazes intricate, | 
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Eccentric, intervoly'd, yet regular 
Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem : 


And in thir motions harmumie Divine 
|So ſmooths her charming tones,that Gods own ear 
Liſtens Gelighted. Eevning approachd 

(For we have alſo our Eevning and our Morn, 
| We ours for change delectable, not need) 
Forthwith from dance to ſweet repaſt they turn 
|Defirous, all in Circles as they ſtood, 

Tables are ſet, and on a ſudden pil'd 

With Angels Food, and rubied Nettar flows : 

[n Pearl, in Diamond, and maſſe Gold, 

Fruit of delicious Vines, the growth of Heav'n, 
They eat, they drink, and with refeGtion ſweet 
Are fill'd, before th' all bounteous King, who 
With copious hand,rejoycing in thir joy. (thowrd 
Now when ambroſial Night with Clouds exhal'd 
Fromthat high mount of God, whence light& ſhade 
Spring both,the faceot brighteſt Heav'n hadchangd 
[To grateful T wilight (for Night comes not there 
In darker ww and roleat Dews diſpos'd 

All but the unlleeping eyes of God to reſt, 
Wide over all the Plain, and wider farr 
[Then all this globous:Earth in Plain outfpred, 
(Such are the Courts of Ged) Th' Angelic throng 
Diſperſt in Bands and Files thir Camp extend 

By living Streams among the Trees of Lite, 
{Pavilions 8umberleſs, and ſudden reard, |: 
Celeſtial Tabernacles, where they flept - (courſe 
Fannd witl-coole Winds, ſave thofe who 1n thir! 
'Melodious Hymns about the fovran T hrone 
' Alternate all night long : but net fo wak'd 


Satan, 
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$4t ax, lo call him now, his former name 
[5 heard no more Heav'n z he ofthe hr(t, | 
[f not the firlt Arch-Angel, great in Power, | 
[n favour and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envie againſt the Son of God, that day 
Honourd by Nis great Father, and proclaimd 660 
Meſſiah King anointed, could not beare 
Deo idrchet ght,and thought bimſelf im- 
da thence conceiving & diſdain, (paird., 
rw; as midnight brought on the duſkie houre 
Friendlieſt to fileace, he reſolv'd 
With all his to diſlodge, and leave 
Ulnworſhipt, = / 'd the Throne ſupream 
Contemptuous, and his next ſubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in ſecret ſpake. | | 
Sleepſt thou Companion dear, what ſleep can| 5c 
Thy eye-lids? and remembreſt what Decree cloſe | 
Of rday, ſolate hath paſt the lips | 
Ot Heav'ns Almightie. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waſt wont, I mine to thee was wont to impartz | 
Both waking we were one; how thencan now | | 
Thy ſleep diflent ? new Laws thuu ſeeſt impos'd 5 | 
New Laws from him who reigns, new minds may 
In us who ſerve, new Counſels, to debate (raiſe 
; What doubtful may enſ{ue, more in this place 
[To utter is not ſafe. Atlemble thou 
Of all thoſe Myriads which we lead the chief ; 
Tel! them that by command, ere yet dim Night 
Her ſhadowie Cloud withdraws, I am to haſte, 
And all who under me thir Banners wave, 
Homeward with flying march where we poſlcts 
|The Quarters of the North, there to prepare 
S 2 Fit 
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| Fir entertainment to receive our King 
'The great Meſſrab, and his new commands, 
\Who ſpeedily through all the Hierarchies 
699 latends to pals triumphant, and give Laws. 
So ſpake the falſe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwarie breſt 
Ot his Aflociatez hee together calls, 
Or ſeveral one by one,the Regent Powers, 
Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught, 
| That the moſt High commanding, now ere Night, 
; Now ere dim Night had difincumberd Heav'n, 
| The great Hierarchal Standard was to move 3 
Tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts between 
7—-| Ambiguous words and jealoulſies, to ſound 
| Or taint integritic 3 but all obey'd 
| The wonted ſignal, and ſuperior voice 
| Of thir great Potentate 3. for great indeed 
| His name, and high was his degree in Heav'n; 
| His count"nance, as the Morning Starr that guides 
The ſtarric flock, allur'd them, and with lyes 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'ns Hoſt : 
[Mean while th' Eternal eye, whoſe fight diſcernes 
| VAbſtruſeſt rhoughts, from forth his holy Mount 
710 | And from within the golden Lamps that burne 
|Nightly before him, ſaw without thir lighe 
Rebellion riſing, ſaw in whom, how ſpred 
' Among the ſons of Morn, what multitudes 
Were Panded to oppole his high Decree 3 


| 
F 
l 
| 
| 


And ſmiling to his onely Son thus ſaid. 
Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
[n full reſplendence, Heir of all my might, 

Neerly it now concernes us-to be ſure 


©” —  — - — - - ————_—_ 
_— _ - « — my — — 


Paradiſe loft. Book 5. - | 


Of our Omnipotence, and with what Arms | 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim ' 520 
'Of Deitic or Empire, fuch a foe | 

'Is riſing, who intends to erect his Throne 


Equal to ours, throughout the ſpaciuus North z | 
| 


Nor ſo content, hath in his thought to tric 

[n battel, what our Power 1s, or our right. 

Let us adviſe, and to this hazard draw 

With ſpeed what force is left, and all imploy 

'In vur defence, leſt unawares we loſe. 

[This our high place, our Sanctuarie, our Hill. 
To whom the Son with calmaſpett and cleer 730 

Light'ning Divine, incftable, ſerene, 

Made anſwer. Mightie Father, tho't thy foes 

Juſtly haſt in derifion, and ſecure 

Laugh'ſt at thir vain defignes and tumults vain, 

Matter to mee of Glory, whom thr hate 

Illuſtrates, when they ſee all Regal Power 

Giv'n we to quell thir pride, and in event 

Know whether 1 be dextrous to ſubdue 

Thy Rebels, or be tound the worſt in Heav'n, 
So ſpake the Son, but Satan with his Powers on 

Farr was advanc't on winged ſpeed, an Hoſt 4 

Innumerable as the Starrs of Night, 

Or Starrs of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun 

Impearls on every leat and every flouer. | 

Regions they pals d, the mightie Regencies | 

Ot Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 

| 


In thir triple Degrees, Regions to which 
All thy Domigion, Adam, is no more 

Then what this Garcen is to all the Earth, 
And all the Sea, from one entire glouboſe 


| Stretche 
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$trercht into Longitude; which having paſs'd 
At length into the limits of the North 

T hey came, and Satan to his Royal ſeat 


High on a Hill, far blazing, as a Mount 
Rais'd on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs 


From Diamond Quarries hew'n, & Rocks of Gold, 


The Palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 
| That Structure in the DialeC of men 
[N—_— which not long after, hee 

' AﬀeCting all «quality with God, 

In imitation of thet ount whereon 
Meſſiah was declar'd in fight of Heav'n, 
The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thither he aſlembl'd all his Train, 
Pretending ſo commanded to conſult 
About the great reception of thir King, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious Art 
Of counterfeted truth thus held thir ears, 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedomes, Vertues, 
[f theſe magnific Titles yet remain (Powers, 
Not meerly titular, {ince by Decree 
Another now hath to himſelf ingroſs't 
All Power, and us eclipſt under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this haſte 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here, 
This onely to conſult how we may beſt 

With what may be devis'd of honours new 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proſtration vile, 
Too much to one, but double how endur'd, 
To one and to his image now proclaim'd? 
But what if better counſels might erect 
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Our minds and teach us to caſt oft this Yoke ? 
Will ye ſubmit your necks, and chuſe to bend 
The apple knee f ye will not, if I truſt | 
[o know ye right, or if ye know your ſelves 
Natives and Sons of Heav'n poſleſt before 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free; for Orders and D?grees 
Jarr not with liberty, but well conlilt. | 790 
Who can in reaſon then or right aſſume 
Monarchie over ſuch as live by right 
His equals, if in power and ſplendor leſs, 
in freedome equal ? or can introduce 
Law and Edid on vs, who without law 
Erre not, much lefs for this to be our Lord, | 
And look for adoration to th* abuſe 0 
Of thoſe Imperial 'Titles which aſſert | | 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ſerve ? 
Thus = his bold diſcourſe without controule | 800 
Had audience, | when Shoag the Seraphim 
Abdictl, then whom none with more zeale ador'd 


The Deitic, and divine commands obei'd, 
Stood up, and in'a flame of zeale ſevere 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blaſphemous, Falls and proud! 
Words which noereever t6 hear in Heav'n 
Expected, lJeaft of" all from thee, ingrate 
In place thy felf ſo high above thy Peeres. 
Canſt thou with impious obloquie condemne 310 
T he juft Decree” of God, pronounc't and ſworn, 
That to'his only Son by right endi'd | 
With Regal Scepter, every Soulc in H-av'n | 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 

Covtel: 
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| Conteſs him rightful King ? unjuſt thou faiſt 
'Flatly unjuſt, to binde with Laws the free, 

| And equal over equals to let Reigne, 

| One over all with unſucceeded power, 

' Shalt thcu give Law to God, ſhale thou diſpute 
With him the points of libertie, who made 


Yet by experience taught we know how good, 
And of our good, and of our dignitie 

How provident he is, how farr trom thought 

To make us leſs, bent rather to exalt 

Our happie ſtate under one Head more neer 
United. But, to grant it thee unjuſt,,, 

T hat equal over'equajs Monarch 'Reigne:: | 
Thy ſelt though great & glorious dolt thou count, 
Or all Angelic Nature joind in ane, ' 
Equalto io begotten Son, by whom. 

As by lis Word the! mighty. Father made -- 

All things, ev'n-thee, and-allthe Spirits of Heav'n 
By-him created in-thir bright degrees, /;* 
Crownd them with Glory, & to thir Glory nam'd 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
Eſſential Powers, nor by his Reign obſcur'd, . (ers 
But more illuſtrious made, 4ince he the Head 

One of our number thus reduc't-becomes, 

His Laws our Laws, all honour to him done 
Returns our own. Ceaſe then this 1mpious rage, 
And tempt not theſe 3 but haſt'n to appeale - 
Th'incenſed Father, and th' incenſed Son, 
While Pardon may be found in time befought. / 


So ſpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale ; 
Non 


[ hee what thou art, & formd the Pow'rs of Heav'n 
Such as he pleaſd, and circumſcrib'd thir being? 
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None ſeconded, as out of ſeaſon; judg'd, 

Or ſingular and raſh, whereat. rejoic'd SF 
Th' Apoſtat, and more han ghey thus repli'd, 

That we were formd then failt thou? & the work 
Of ſecondarie hands,- by task transferd 

From Father to his Son? ſtrangapoine and new ! 
Dodrin which we wouldknow'w hence learng; who, 
When this creation-was> rememberſt thou 4 (ſaw 
Thy making, while'/the Maker gave thee being ? 
We know no time when we were not as noW 5 
Know none betore us, ſelf-begot,  ſelt;rais 4. 

By our own quick'ning, power, - when-fatal,gourf, 
Had circl'd bis full Orbe, the burth, mature , 

Of this our native Heav'o, Ethereal. Sons. 

Our puiſlance js;0ur own, our own right. hand 


Shall teach ys-hi re tak Wlckebald + 


Who 1 s our equal; : then-zahq 
W hether by ſupplication we in 


Addreſs, and to begirt th' ” Throoe: 
Beſeeching or, beliegiog}., This report, .,c/,;. 
Theſetidivgs,catsie; to th! Ty King 3 I,” 
And fly, ere eviliazercept-thy flight.,: ' 
He (aid , ,and as the found of waters'deep 
Hoarce murmur echo'd to his words «wn 
Through the infinite. Huſt, nor leſs for that | 
Fheflaming Sexaph fearleſs, though 
Encompals'd round with toes, thus anſw I bold. 
'O alienate from God , 'O ſpirit accurſt, 
Forſak'n of all good; I ſce thy fall 
Determiad, and thy hapleſs crew involv'd 
In ry rfidious fraud, contagion ſpred 
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j more betrowbl'd how to quit theyoke- 
f Gods Meſſzah'3 thoſe iridulpern Laws 


Wil not be | 'iorher Decrees 


Againſt thee are woafortly without recall ; 
T hat Golden Scepter whith thou didft reject 
Is now-an Iron Roto brufe' and breaks” 


Thy Gifobedience."'Welbrhow didſt admiſe,- 


Yet not for thy adviſe" ot threvts'l fly 7 
Theſewicked Tents devoted, -lea(t the wrauth 
Impendent, raging into ſudden flanie 
Diſtiogaiſh nov: for ſoon expedt to feel! - 

His Thunder btithy.hend;. devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learne, 


So fpake. the Seraph Abdel faithful Lg 
Among Fuithlels) farrhfel)onlyi Hee ' 


goo. 


'Among 


0 bHubBe falſe > thavov'd, 
Unſhal n, unſedued, unterrifi d 

'His Loyltie he kept, his Love, his Zeales 
'/Nor number, novexamnple with him wr 
[To ſwery 


10m ainidft them forth hep 


When whocan' uncreate thee thou ſhalt know. 


D.1 


Slot wh; gehy oreliiogw hs br confne ti 


Though — 
'Eong way ogh hoſtile ſcorn, which he facing 


'Su Short tior of violence fear'd augbr 3 
|And with retorted ſcorn: his back he taer'd © 


1 


QathoſeProndTowrs eo fiwife deſtruRtigh i Go0m 4, 
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Tae LI i. night che dreadieſsAnge! tinpurſ u'd 
SET JE Through Heav'ns wide Champain held 


AV Wane by the - circling Hours, with 
RG +44 © rofte hahd 
Unbarrd the gates of Light. There 
s a Cave 
Withity the Mouttr of God, faſt by his Throne, 
| Where light and darkneſs m2 perpetual round | 
Lodge and dflodge by i turns, which tnakes throngh 
Grateful viciſſhirude,like Day and Night; (Heav'n 
[Light iſlues forth, ond at the other dore 
| 'Obſequious dorknefs enters, tf her houre (wel 


{To veile the A&av'n; though darkny eſs there Worl 
0 


'|Seem ewilightOhetez and' now went fotth the Me 
[Such as in higheſt Heav'n, arrayd in Gold 
'Empyreal, from before her vaniſhe Night, 


his way, till Morn, | 


| 


T 2 | Shot| 
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Shot through with orient Beams:when all the Plain 
Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and flaming Armes, and fierie Stceds 
&cſteting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view: 
-Warr he perceav'd, warr in procin&, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 
To have reported: gladly then he mixt 
Among thoſef riendty Powers who him receav'd 
With joy and — that one 
That of ſo many Myriads fall'n, yet one 
Returnd not loſt : On to the ſacred hill 
They ed him high applauded, and preſent 
Before the ſeat ſupream 5 from whence a voice 
From midſt a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard. 

Servant of God,well done, well haſt thou fought 
The better fight, who ſingle-haſt maintaind 

ain(t revolted multitudes the Cauſe - | 

Of Truth, in word mightier then they in Armesz 
And for.the teſtimonie of, Txuth haſt born 
Univerſal reproach, far worle to beare 
Then violence : for this was all thy care 
To ſtand approv'd in fight of God, though Worlds 
Judg'd thee perverſe : the ea(ier-conqueſt now 
Remains thee , aided by this hoſt of triends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Then ſcornd thou did(t depart, and to ſubdue 
By force, who reaſon for thir Law refuſe, 
Right reaſon for thir Law, and for thir King 
Mejſrah, who by right of merit Reigns. 
Goe Michael of Celeſtial Armies Prince; 
And thou in Military proweſs next 
Gabriel, lead forth to Battel theſe my Sons 


Invin- 


| 


— — _ — 
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ſnvincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By Thouſands and by Millions rang'd for fight 3 | 
Equal in number to that Godleſs crew 
Rebellious, them with Fire and hoſtile Arms 50 
Fearleſs aſſault, and to the brow of Heav'n 
Purſuing drive them out from God and blils, 
[nto thir place of puniſhment, the Gulf 
Of Tartarws, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receave thir fall, 

So ſpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began 
To darken all the Hill, and ſmoak torow! 
In duskie wreathes, reluftant flames, the ſigne 
Of wrauth awak't: nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow : 60 
At which command the Powers Militant, | 
That ſtood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate joyn'd 
Of Union irreſiſtible, mov'd on 
In ſilence thir bright Legions, to the ſound 
Of inſtrumental Harmonie that breath'd 
Heroic Ardor to advent rous deeds 
Under thir God-like Leaders, in the Cauſe 
Of God and his 24e//zah. On they move 
Indiffolubly firm; nor obvious Hill, 
Nor ſtreit'ning Vale, nor Wood,nor Stream divides| 70 
Thir perfet ranks ; for high above the ground 
Thir march was, and the paflive Air upbore 
Thirnimble tread; as when the total kind 
Of Birds 1n orderly array on wing 
Came ſummond over Eder to receive 
'|Thir names of thee 3 fo over many a trad 
of Heav'nthey march'd,and many a Province wg 


Tenfold the length of this terrene : at laſt 
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With furious expedition ; for they weend 


Farr in th' Horizon to the North appeer'd 
From skirt to skirt a fierie Region, ſtretcht- 
In battailous aſpect, and neerer view 
Briſtl'd with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid Spears,and Helmets throng'd, and Shields] 
Various, with boaſtful Argument portraid, - | 
The banded Powers of $at4x haſting on 


T hat ſelf ſame day by fight, or by ſurprize 

To win the Mount of God, 'and on his Throne 
To ſet the envier of his State, the proud 
Aſpirer, but thir thoughts prov'd fond and vain 
inthe mid way : though ſtrange tous it ſeemd . 
At firſt, that __ ſhould with Angel warr, 
And in fierce hoſting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in Feſtivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as ſons of one great Sire 

Hymning th' Eternal Father : but the ſhout 
Of Battel now began, and ruſhing ſound 

Of onſet ended ſoon each milder thought. 

High in the midſt exalted as a God 

Th' Apoſtat in his Sun- bright Chariot fate 

[dol of Majeſtie Divine, cnclos'd 

With Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields ; 


Then lighted from his gorgeous Throne, for now 
'Twixt Hoſt and Hoſt but narrow ſpace was left, 
A dreadful interval, and Front to Front 
Preſented {tood in terrible array 

Of hideous length »: before the cloudie Van, 
Onthe rough edge of batrel ere it joyn'd, 

Satan with vaſt and haughtie ſtrides advanc't, 
Came towring, armd in Adamant and Gold ; 


Abdiel 
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4bdiel that fight endur'd not, where he (tood 
Among the mightielt, bent on higheſt deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O Heav'n! that ſuth reſemblance of the Higheſt 
Should yet remain, where faith and realtie 
Remain notz wherforeſhould not ſtrength & might 
There fail where Vertue fails, or weakeſt prove 
Where boldeſtz though to fight unconquerable ? 
His puiſſance, truſting ig th' Almightie's aide, 

f mean to try, whoſe Reaſon'I have tri'd 
Unſound and falſe 3-nor is it aught but juſt, 
Fhat he who in debate of Truth hath won, 
Should win in Arms, in both diſputes alike 
Victor; though brutiſh that conteſt and foule, 
When Reaſon hath to deal with force, yet {c 
Moſt reaſon is thatReaſon overcome, | 

So pondering, and from his armed Peers 
Forth ſtepping oppoſite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
[ncens't, and thus:ſecurely him defi'd:. 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have 
The _ of thy aſpiring — (reacht 
The Throne of God unguarded, and his (ide 
Abandond at the roar of thy —_— | | 
Or rt tonguez ,not to think how vain ---- 
Agtinft th'Omnipotent to:riſe in Arms v; : 
Who out of ſmalleſt things could without end 
Have rais'd inceflant Armies to defeat 
Thy folly z- or with ſolitarie hand - 

Reaching \beyond 411 limit, at one blow + - 
Unaided could have finiſht thee, 'and whelmd 
hy Legions under darkneſs; but thou feeſt 


All 
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| All are not of thy Train 3 there be who Faith 
Prefer, and Pietie to God, though theg,, 
To thee not viſible, when I alone © 
| Seemd in thy World erroneous to diflent 
From all : my Se& thou ſeeſt, now learn too late 
| How few ſomtimes may know,whenthouſands err, 
Whom the grand foe with ſcorntul eye aſkance 
150, Thus anſwerd, lil for thee, but in wiſht houre 
Of my og, firſt ſought for thou returnſt 
From flight, ſeditious Angel, to receave, 
Thy merited reward, the firſt aflay 
Of this right hand provok't, fince firlt that tongue 
laſpir'd with contradiction durſt oppoſe 
A third part of the Gods, in Synod met 
T hir Deities to aſſert, who while they feel 
Vigovur Divine within them, catr allow 
Omnipotence to none, But well thou comſt 
(Go | Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me = Plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
| Deſtruction to the reſt : this pauſe between 
(Unanſwerd leaſt thou boaſt) to-let thee know; 
At firſt Ithought that Libertic and Heav'n 
To heav'aly Soules had bin all one z , but now 
[ ſee that moſt through floth had rather ferve, 
Miniſtring Spirits, traind =p Feaſt and Songs 
Such haſt thou-arm'd; the Minſtrellie-at Heav'n, 
Servilitie with freedom to contend, | | 
t70|As both thir deeds compar'd this day-ſhall prove, 
To whom in brief thus Abdielſtern replid. 
Apoſtat, ſtill thou;errſt, nor end wilt find « 
Of erring, from the path of truth temore : 
Unjuſtly thou deprav'ſt it with the name 


Of 
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Of Servitude to ſerve whom God ordains, 

Or Nature; God and Nature bid the ſame, 

When he who rules is worthieſt, and excells 

Them whom he governs. This is ſervitude, 

To ſerve th' unwiſe, or him who hath rebelld 

Againſt his worthier, as thine now ſerve thee, 180 

Thy ſelf not free, but to thy ſelf enthrall'd ; 

Yet leudly dar'ſt our miniſtring upbraid. 

Reign thou in Hell thy Kingdom, let mee ſerve 

In Heav'n Gud ever blefled, and his-Divine 

Behelſts obey,- wortbieſt tobe obey'd, 

Yet Chains in Hell,not Realms ex : mean while 

From mee returnd, as erſtthou fſaidſt, trom flight, 

This greeting on thy impious Creſt receive. 

So ſaying, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, | 

Which hung not, but ſo ſwift with tempeſt fell 190 

1On the proud Creſt of Sat, that ao Gghe, 

Nor motion of {wift thought, leſs could his Shield | 

Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 

|He back recoild 3 the tenth on bended knee 

His maſlie Spear upſtaid ; as if on Earth 

Winds under ground or waters forcing way 

Sidelong, had puſh't a Mountain from his ſeat | 

Half ſunk with all his Pines. Amazement ſeis'd | 
| 
| 


—__ --- 


| 


The Rebel Thrones, but greater rage to ſee 

Thus foil'd thir mightieſt, ours joy filld,and ſhout,” 2c0 

Preſage of Vidorie and fierce defire 

OF Battel ;: whereat Michael bid ſound | 

Th'Arch-angeltrumpet;throughthe vaſt of Heav'n 

It ſounded, andthe faithful Armies rung | 

Hoſamna tothe Higheſt ; nor ſtood ac gaze | | 

The adverſe Legions, porle(s hideous joyn'd ,| | 
V The | 


— ——— — JJ 


4 


Ws 


Books. | 


The horrid ſhock : now ſtorming furie roſe, 


| 
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And clamour ſuch as heard in Heav'o till now 
Waos never, Arms on Armour-claſhing bray'd 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding W heetes 

Ot brazen Chariots rag'd; dire was the noiſe 

Of confli& 4 'over head the diſmal hiſs 

Of fiery Darts in flamibg volics flew, 

And flying vaulted either Hoſt with fire, 

Sounder Rerie Cope together ruſh'd 

Both Battels maine, with ruinousaſſault 

And inextinguiſhable rage ;-all Heavn 
Reſounded; and had Earth bin then, / all Earth 
Had to her Center ſhook. What wonder? when 
Millions of ficrce encountring Angels fought 

On cither ſfjde, the leaſt of whom could weild © 

I keſe Elements, and arm Him with the force! | | 
Of all thir Regiunss how much more of Power */ 
Armie againſt Arfnie numberleſs to raile 
Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 
Though not deſtroy, thir happie Native feat ;:/ 
Had not th' Eternal King Omiipotent 

From his ſtrong hold'of Heav'n Migh over-rul'd 
And-limited thir might ; _— numberd ſuch 
As each divided Legion might have ſeemd 

A numerous Hoft, in ftrength each arn ed hand 

A Legion; led in fight, yct/Leader ſeemd 

Each Warriour lingle as 1n Chief, expert 

When to advance, or ſtand, or turn the ſway 

Of Battel, open when, and when tocloſe 

The ridges of grim Warr; no thought of flight; 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 

| That argu'd fear z each on hitnſelf reli'd, 
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| 


As ondy'mn' his arm the moment lay 


[Of vitorie; deeds of eternal fame 


Were don, but infinite : for wide was ſpred 


| That Warr and'verfous z ſortimes onfirm ground | 
|A ſtanding figh 


t; then-foaring on main. wing” 
Tormented allehe Air v21l Air hrentchen? p 
Confli&ting Fire + long time in eeven ſcale. 


| The Battel hung 5 till S4t4», who that/'day 


Prodigions/power had fhewn, and-met iArmes - 


Na equa], rathgmg through the dire attack 
Of Fohting Seraphimeonfus'd, at length 


Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed (way 


|Brandifhe aloft the horrid edge came down 


Wide waſting 3 ſuch deſtru@ionto withſtand 
He haſted, and oppos'd'therrockie Orb 
Oftenfold' Adamant, his ample Shield 
A vaſt cireumference : At his approach 
The'igreat Arch- Anpel from his warlike toile 
$4; and glad as hopmg here eo end 
Inteſtine War-in Heav'n, 'the'archfoe fubdu'd 
Or Captive drag'd'in Chains, with hoſtile frown 
And'viſage all enflam'd firſt thus began, + 
Author'of-evil; vhknown till thy'revole;! ' 
Unnati?d' iff Hey now plericecus, as thou (eh 
Thef&ARs of hibefVIftrife, hateful ro all,” » © 
Thoigh heayieſtby Juſt meaſure on thy-felF” 
And thy adherents : how haſtthouditturb'd 


er er EO FARE Ogde 7 W 
Miſerie, uncredt&@ÞtfF theerime nt 1! 


thy Rebeflion# howbeft thoutaſtil'd 
Thy malice into thouſands, once-eprigit | 


V 32 


Saw where the Sword of Michael! mote, and fell'd 
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And faithful, now prov'd falſe. But think not here 

To trouble Holy Reſt; Heav'n caſts thee out 

From all her Confines. Heay'n the ſeat of bliſs 

Brooks not the works of violence and Warr, 

Hence then, and evil go with thee alang 

Thy ofspring, to the place oft evil, Hell, 

Thou and - wicked crew ; there mingle broiles, 

Ere this avenging Sword begin thy doome, 

Or ſam-more udden vengeance wing'd from God 

Precipitate thee with augmented paine. ' "A 
So ſpake the Prince of Angels 3 to whom thus 

The Adverſarie. Nor think thou with wind 

Of aicie threats to aw whom yet with deeds 

Thou canſt not. Haſt thou turnd the leaſt of theſe 

To flight, orif to fall, but that they riſe 

Unvanquitſht, eaſier to tranſadt with mee -,.;_ | 

That thou ſhouldſt hope, imperious,b with threats 

To chaſe me-hence # erre not that ſo ſhalt end 

The ſtrife which thowcall'ſt evil, but wee ſtyle | 

The (trite of Glurie : which we mean.to winz. , 

Or turn this Heav'n it ſelf into the Hell-.. :;-, 

Tu fableft, here however to dwell free,.. 

[tnotto reign ; mean While thy utmoſt force, 


flic got, but have ſought theg farrang nigh. ., .: | 
They ended parle, and both addreſt forhght | 
Unſpeafables tor who,though with the tongue . 
Of Angels, cap relate, or. tg what things 
Liken og Earth conſpicygus, that may lift . -, + 
Human iruginatincofech heb. <4, p 
Of Godlike Pawer's for li Gods they feemd,, 


_— they or mov'd, inſtature, motion, arms 
x” Fit | 


—_ 


| ja join hig-nam'd A4lmightie to thy aid, | 
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Fit to dechis the Empire of -great Heav'n.. 

Now wav'd thir fierie Swords, and ia the Aire 
Made horrid Circlesz two broad Suns thir Shields 
1Blaz'd oppolite, uy expeation ſtood 

{In horror 5 from,cach hang with (peed retir d 

|W here erſtwas, thickeſt fights; ch-Angelic throng, 
And leftlarge held, palate within the wind | 
Of ſuch Fn i W7 ſuch asto ſet forth. 
Great EL by im Natuces concord brok 


Po ice r Gnome Mt en pony ah Ok 


mobgne ::t 15 
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Of fierceſt oppoſition in mig. Skiesni » rut 

ou ſt onpolc this jarri Frmovofoud, 
ogether both, with next ta.A Arme, 
plifted i pmineyy one Broke: they; air 2/1 

That might determine, .avq 

| As not of power, at once. ow 


In might or ſwift preyention 5 re " dt 7 
'Of Ace from the 6 jt | 


| Wesgh m tem — 
et opt eine 
Nor yd wright Satan with ſteep farceto: ſmite 


DEN and ta halfcut, ſheexe, nor ſtaid, 
But with ſwift ew reverle, oP &p Ouxing ſr d 


— - 


*All bi Fr a gs then Saree-lf | 
And wii | — - 5g 
The gri any iſcontinuous wound 


Paſs d nb th' Ethereal (abſtance clos'd 
bY long divi Ag and from the gaſh | 
ae: us bamgr i{luing ms '> 
lakh uc Clel Spirits ma 
all his eb aindere. Oy S000 bright. : 
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1 RNS en the Autd Nite 1 1d 
All. a@,-a Eye, all Eire, 
All Inealze, ſe, ad 2they p\6afe, * : 
They Limb ohm lves;' and woe ſhape or Gee 
Aſſume, as likes £ ;conden Rakes 


4 And uncouth peine fled I On each Ih 


| Vanquifh'd Adraarlea,” 


RE 60-41 —_ his aide was rop | 

By Is many'and ong; who inte d * 
Defence, while others dons him on a es | 
Back to his: tomy 2. Whete itſtoed retir'd ' 


Fromoff the'files bf ec ory Theres oe and ns ar 1d © 
tie pate 


Gnafhing fot 

To Oopwry rep trot ies a, | 
Humbl'd - — \ hrbentith | 
His confidence ns ors God iy po power. * 
Yet ſeb#$i4 hei pinky vying five \throy Say 
Vital in 
[n Entrailes, A 'Head! Eiver wn OY 
Cannot bury utaiiliring dies 
Nor mthiliquid' texture mortal wound 


And at wodoe ys = hr —_— On per 
Threath'd >tior 

Refreitf'd ny 
Down ar hrtngs > 


Uriel and Ridpbatt his waunti 
Thongs,” and ins Rock 


Two potent'Thrones, thi ergo xr 5h Gow 


_—. 


Diſdain'd,| 


5 


Nor ({tood unmindful 4bdie! to annoy (Maile, 
The Atheiſt crew; but with redoubl'd blow 
Ariel and A+tive, undithe viotence:!; 

1OfF Ramiel feorcht and blaſtedoyerthrew. 

[U might "relate of thouſands;and thir names 
Eternize here on Earth 3 but thoſe elect 

Angels contented with thir fame in Heav'n 

Seek not the praiſeof men; the other, fort 

[ln might though wondrous and in, AGsof Warr, 
Nor ot Renown lels eager, yet by doome 

| Canceld from Heav'n and ſacred memorie, 
Nameleſs in dark oblivionlet them dwell. 

For (treagth from Truth-divided and from Juſt, 
[llaudable, naught merits but diſpraiſe | 
And iggominie, yet to glorie aſpires 

Vain glorious, and through infamic ſeeks fame : 
Therfore Eternal filence be thir doome. 

And now thir mightiel(t quelld,the battelſwerv'd. 
With many an inrode gor'd 3 deformed rout 
Enter'd, and foul diſorder; all the ground 
With ſhiverd armour ſtrow'n, and on a heap 
Chariot and-Charioter lay overturnd 

And fherie foaming Steeds 4 what ſtood, recopld. 
Orewearied, *hrough the fame Satanig Holt 


Defenſive ſcarſe, or with pale fear ſurpris'd , | 
Then firſt with fear ſutpris'd and ſenfe of paine 
Fled ignominious, to ſuch evil brought | 
NY finne of diſobedience, till that hour | 
ot liable to fear or flight or paine, 

Far otherwiſe th' inviolable Saints - 
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Diſdain'd,byt meanerthoughes Jearnd.inthir flight, 
Mangl'd with -gaftty wounds: thrqugh Plate, and 
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In Cubic Phalanx firm advanc'tentie, - 


400 Invulnerable, impenitrably arm'd,: 


Such high advantages thir innocence 
Gave them above thir foes, not to have linnd, 
Not to have diſebet'd; 1 hey (tood, 
Unwearted; unobnoxioas tor bY | 
Bywound,though fromthir place by vialence tnov'd 
Now Night her courſe began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darkneſs, grateful truce i 'd, 
And filence 0n-the odivus dinn of Warr ; 
. | Under her Cloudie covert both retir'd, : 
Victor and Vatiquiſht-:. on the foughten field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in Guard thir Watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires : on th' other pazt | 
$4tan with his rebellious difa 
Far in the dark diſlodg'd,and void of reſt, 
His Potentates to Councel call'd by night ; 
And in the midſt thus undiſmai'd began. 
O now in danger eri'd, now known in Armes 
Not to be overpowerd, Companions deare, 
| Found worthy not of Libertic alone, 
Too mean pretenſe, bur what we more affe@, 
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, and renowne, 
Who have —_ one day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, why not Eternal dayes?) 
| What Heavens "=—_ had erfulleſt ro ſepd 
| Againſt us from about his Throne, and judg'd" 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, 
[But proves -not ſo -: then fallible, it ſeems, 
/Of future we may deem himy though till now 
430 12-448 thought, True, leſs hrmly arm'd, 


_ 


A 


Some diſadvantage we-endar'd iand puitne; 


Since now. we find:this our Empyreal forme 
Incapable . of _ ] whats To þ 
Imperiſkable; and ty pei wound, 
and by native vidourheate. | 

Of&vil then ſo'ſ@all as eafie think” © ©! 
The remedie ; perhaps more valid Armes, 
Weapons more violent, when next we mcet, 
May ſerveto betrer-us, and worſe out fors, 
Or equal what between us made che'o0dds; 
In Nature none : if other hidden'caufe 
Left them Superiovur, while we can preſerve 
Unhurt our mindes, and underſtandiog found, 
-Due featch and conſulration will diſcloſe, - 

Ne fat; and inth' aſfembly-next upſtood 
Nsſroc, of Principalities the#frimes - ' | 
As one he (tood eſcapt rare ne” he, 
Sore toild, his rivin Armesto hayoe hewn, 
And cloudie inaſpet thus anſwering (pal 
Deliverer from new Lords; leadet ro tree 
Enjoyment of 'our right-a&g Gods ;\ yer Yard © 
For Gods, and too unequalwork we find | 
Againſt unequal armes to fight if paine,  * 
Againſt unpamnd;'i es from Which evil 
Ruin muſt betds enſae'y for: what availes't 
Valouror:ſtrengeb, chough inarchlefs, 
Which all ſubdues, and make#remils £ 
Of Mightieſt., Senſe of pleaſure we it 
Spare out of iteperiups;,' and not $0» Te 
Bug byeconterit, which isvhe tulmefÞlife'r | » 
_ paja — 16.90 2200677 


hands 
7 well | 
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Till now not known, but known as ſogn-contemnd, 
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|Of evils, and cxceſhive, overturaes © | 


All He who therefare can invent 

With-what more foxcible we may oficnd 

Our yet unwounded es, er arme 

Our ſelyes with bke defence, to mee- 

No leſs then $@r:deliverance- _ weomwe.., 
Whereto withilaok ——_ 

Not uniayeatcd that, which thou aright 

Beleivſt ſg mgigto our fuceels, I '2R 

Which of ws whe beholds thetbright turface 

Of this, Exhegeous mould whereon we (tand,, - 

This continent, of ſpaciauvs Heavn, adomd 

Who hm aur, = — & Gold, 

0 luperficially {urveyes ': 

Theſe hinge at tomindfrom w hence they grow 

Dee under ground, .matgrials —_— 

Of ſpiritous and fiexie {punie, cill-torithe 

With Heav/ns xay,, and temperd they ſhoot forth 

So beautegus, op'nivg £0 the ambient light. 


- »; [Theſe nh dagk Netiwinie the Doep:! 
Shall yeuld uss 


ni With micrnal flame, - 
Which; je&@ hellpw Engins ogg and round / \- | 
Thick- rammd, atth; bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and LOTonoNs (ha) end forth, | 


erpt.bis only dreaded bolt. 
bean: gb dep TE | 
l1:66ous with, hate: revive = 
Abandon fear I counte] johid? '' 
W.. Think: 


et. 


Think nothiog hard; much 1cfs to beva 
He ——_ 


To be'th'invemer milzd;{o caſieit feemd. 
=_ found; which' uofovnd moſt wanld have 


[mpoſlibde:|yer haply of thy Race |;  (thougtit 


Paradiſe bff Booked] 


and tis words thir drooping 
n'd, and thir Janguiſhe hope reviv'd. 
= inventian all admir'd, and each, how hee 


[a future dayes,if Malice ſhould abound, 

Some one intent oh wiſchiet,” or infpir'd 
With devlith. RESS wht devite: |, 
Like inſtrument co the Sounsiof indent: / 
For (in, on warr and . oathry ave vas berit. 
Forthwith from Councel rot be work they flew, 
None arguing ſtood, maumerable hands 

Were ready, ina'monient up they turd... 


Wide the” Celeſtial forle, and faw bearath.. 


— 


Th' origiadls of | Naturb inchip crade' To 
ton 5 hey wings and Nizriire Foame. 
m_ with ſuttle Art, 


reduc'd 


Part hidd'n veirsdiggdug- (nor hath this Earth 
Entrails unlike.) of Mineta) and Stone,  ” 
Whereof to found thir Engins and thir Balls 
Of mifhive ruins: part incentive reed 


_— —_— with one touchta fire. 


So all = y PAs wie g,” under conſcious Night ' «.: | 


ttteeta and in order fer, 
With filent circumfpettion uncſpi't. | 
Now whenfair Morn Orientin Heav'n appeerd. 
Up-roſe the Victor Angels ; and-to Arms 


The matin Trumpet Suag :in Aras thry ftogd / 
X 2 Ot 
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530 


540 


3 9- 


|Under {pred Enfigaes oo 
But firm a—oenrs, 3 back wit 


—_— — 


Of GoldewP ie, r :Hoſt, | 

Soon banded ; orhers fromthe dawning Hill - 

Lookd round, and Scouts ,cach' Coaſt Iight-armed 

— quarter, to deſcriethe diſtant foe, (ſcoure, 
Where lodg'd; ar whither fled, or itfor: fight, | 

lomodie or in alt > him ſoorthey! met - 

high, rivilay.; 


Jo Sail. 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the ſwift 

Came flying, and in mid Aire aloudeba eri'd. 
Arme, Warciours, Arme tor fkight,the foe:at hand) 
Whomfled we thought, will ſave us long pueſuit 
This day, fear not/his flight 3 fo. thick d 
He comes ;\and fett!'d in his face Hee: f 
Sad reſolution and ſecure > let each; . | | 4 
His Adamantine coat gird: well, and each  W/ 
Fit well his Helme, peſt his<rbed S$hield; 
Borneevn or high, his day will il pourdowa, 
[f I con} _— aught, _ o drisli ſbowr, 

bo rath op orm-/of Arrow# barbd with fire. 


o warnd he rhem — and ſoot 
In order, quit of allim 
Inſtant withone diſturb! wok Allarm, 


'And onward!mpve Embattcild 5 ' when behold 


Not diſtant fat with-heavie pace the Foe 


-- ; |Approaching and hugez io hollow Gube. 


I raining bis-devilith Engiorie,”impal'd. ., 

On every ſide with ſhaddowing tadroos Deep, 
To hide the fraud; _ At interview both food 

A whue; hut ſfaddenly avhead appeerd Y 
Satan : And thus was heard: Chmmatidingloud... 


8 Vangard, £0 Right! and .Lefs thofeettanfould hat 
t 


— —Y - —— 


—— ——_—_—_—_—__— 
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That all may fee who bate us, how we feek 
Peace and compolure, and with open breſt 
Stand readie to receive them, if they like 

Our overture, and turn not back perverſe z 
But that Fdonbt, however witneſs Heaven, 


—_ witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 
Freely.our part ; yee who: appointed ſtand 
'Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 


| What we propound, and loud that all may hear, 


Saſc in ambiguous words, he ſcarce 
Had ended; when to Right and Left he Front 
Divided, andto either Flank retir'd. 

Which to oureyesdiſcoverd new and ſtrange; 
A Ir row of Pillars laid 
On 


Portendi 


| heels (for lke to Pillars moſt they ſeem'd 
'Or hollow'd bodies made of Oak or Firr 
With-branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell'd) 
Braſs, lron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes 
Wirth hideous orifice gap't on us wide, 

hollow truce 3 at each behind 

A Seraph [tood, and in his band a Reed 

Stood waving tipt with firez while we ſuſpenſe, 


Collefted ſtood within our thoughts amus'd, 


Not long, for ſudden all at once thir Reeds 
Pur:forth, and to a narrow vent appli'd 

With niceſt touch. Immediate in a flame, 

But ſoon obſeur'd with ſmoak,all Heav'n appeerd, 
From thoſe deep-throated Engins kelcht, whoſe 
Emboweld with outragious noiſe the Air, (roar 


And all herentrails tore, diſgorying foule 
Thir:devilliſh glut, chaind Thunderbolts and Hail 


Of Iron Globes, which on.the Victor Hoſt 


| Leverd 


cer 
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Level'd, with ſuch impetuous furic ſmote, ; 
| That whom they hit,none on thir feet might ſtand, 
| Though ſtanding elſe as Rocks, but downthey fell 

' By thouſands, __ on Arch-Angel rowl'd ; 
| The ſooner for thir Arms, unarm'd they might 

Have cafily as Spirits evaded {witt 

' By quick contraction or remove ; but now 

| Foule diſſipation follow'd and fore't rout 3 

; Nor ſerv'd itto relax thir ſertied files. 
609 , What ſhould they do? if on wy rauſhe, repulſe 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow ' | 
Doublr'd, would render them yet wore deſpis'd,” 
And to thir foes a laughter; tor in view - 
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row 

In re todiſplode thir fecond tire 
Of Thunder : back defeated to return 
They worſe abhorr'd. $4ta# behe!d thir plight, 
And to his Mates thus in deriſfion call'd. : 
| O np onms not on theſe Vidtors proud? 
Ere while they were coming, and when wee, 
Toentertain them fair with open Front (terms; 
And Breſt, (what could we more?) propounded 
Of compoſition, ſtrait they chang'd thir minds, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance, yet for a dance they ſeemd 
Semis extravagant and wilde, perhaps 
For joy of offerd peace - but I ſuppoſe 

[f our propoſals once again were heard 
We ſhould compel them to a quick reſult. 
5201] Towhomthbus Belial in like gameſor mood, 
Leader,the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home, 


610 


1 


Such | | 


Paradife hoſt. . Book 6. 


Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 

And ſtumbl'd many, who receives them right, 

Had need from head to foot well underſtand ; 

Not uaderitood, this gift they have beſides, 

They ſhew us when our foes walk not upright. 
$o they among themſelves in pleaſant veine 

Stood ſco highthn'd in thir thoughts beyond 

All doubt of Vidtorie, eternal might 

To match with thir inventions they preſum'd 

So eafie, and of his Thander made a ſcorn, 

And all his Hoſt derided, while they ſtood 

A while in trouble ; but they ſtood not long, 

Rage —_ them at length, &found them arms 

Againſt ſuch helliſh miſchiet fit to oppoſe. 

orthwith ( behold the excellence, the power 

Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd ) 

Thir Arms away they threw, and to the Hills 

( For Earth hath this variety from Heav'n 

Of pleatfure ſituate in Hill and Dale ) 

Light as the Lightning glimpſ chey ran, they flew, 

From thir foundations looſning to and fro 

They plubke the ſeated Hills with all thir load, 

[Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the ſhaggie tops 

Up littiag bore themin thir hands : Amaze, 

Be ſure, 'znd terrour ſeis'd the rebel Hoſt, 

When coming towards them fo dread they faw 

The bottorn'of the Mountains upward turi'd, 

Till on thoſe curſed Engins triple-row 

They ſaw them-whelmd, and all thir confidence 


Under the weight of Mountains buried 
Themſelves invaded next, and cnthir heads 
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| Came thaduwing,and oppreſt whole Legionsarm'd, 


I hir armor help'd thir harm, cruſh't in and brus'd 
Into thir ſubſtance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 


—__ 


670 


I... —_—_—#. lt. 


Long ſtrugling underneath, ere theyconuld wind 
Out of ſuch priſon, though Spirits of pureſt light, 
Pureſt at firſt, now groſs by {inninggrown. 
Thereſt in imitation to like Armes 

Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptore; 
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills 

Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 

That under ground they fought in diſmal ſhade 3 
Infernal noiſe; Warr feem'd a civil Game 
Tothis tproar 3 borrid confuſion heapt 

Upon confuſion roſe : and now all Heav'n 

Had gone to wrack, with ruinoverſ} 

Had not th' Almightie Father where he its 
Shrin'd in bis SanQtuarie of Heav'n ſecure, 
Conſulting onthe ſum of things, foreſeen 

This cumult,and permitted all, advis's ; 


680 


That bis t purpoſe he might ſo fulfil], 

To Re ered fe aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferr'd ; whence to his Sdn 

Th' Aſleſior of his Throne he thus began. 
Effulgence of my Glorie, Son belov's, 

Son in whoſe face inviſible is beheld 

Viſibly, what by Deitic 1 am, 

And in whoſe hand what by Decree I doe, 

/Second Omnipotence, two dayes are paſt, ' - © 

Two dayes, &'we compute thedayes of Heay'ny 

Since Michael and his 


| 


Theſ 


wers went forth to The 


id 
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Theſe diſobedient 3 ſore hath been thir fight, 
As likelieſt was, when two ſuch Foes met arm'd ; 
For to themſelves I left them, and thou know(t, 
Equal in their Creation they were form'd, 690 
Savew hat fin bath impaird, which yet hath wrought 
Inſenfibly, for 1 Calpe thir m 5 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muſt laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found : 
Warr wearied hath perform'd what Warr can do, 
And to diſorder'd rage let looſe the reines, (inakes 
With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which 
Wild work in _— and dangerousto the maine. 
Twodayes are t re palt, the third is thine 3 
For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus farr 700 
Have ſufferd , that the Glorie may be thine 
Ot ending this great Warr, ſince none but Thou 
Can end it, Into thee ſuch Vertue and Grace 
Immenſe I have transfus'd, that all may know 
lo Heav'n and Hell thy Power above compare, 
And this Commotion governd thus, 
To maniteſt thee worthieſt co be Heir | 
Of all things, to be Heir and to be King | 
By Sacred ion, thy deſerved right. 
Go thenthou Mightieſt in thy Fathers might, 
| Aſcend my Chariot, guide the rapid Wheeles 
That ſhake Heav'rs baſis, bring forthall my Warr, 
My Bow and Thunder, my Alinightie Arms 
| Gird on, and Sword thypuiſlant Thigh s 
| Purſue theſe ſons of knels, drive them out 
From all Heav'as bounds into the utter Deep * 
There let them learn, 25 hkes themyto deſpiſe - | 
NEO eh arningey King, Ti | 


_———___ 


710 


Book 6.  Puradife loft. 


He ſaid, and ow his Son with Rajes dredt 
720 Shon full, he all his Father TE 

Incft. bly into his face receiv'd, 

And thus the filial Godbead anſw ering ſpake, 

O Father, O'Supream of heav'aly nw 
Firſt, me Hoticft, Beſt, thou alwayesſeekit 
To gloriheth Son, I alwayes thee, 

As is moſt ruſt z this I my Glorie o— 

My exaltation, and my whole del "ght 

That thov in-me well pleas'd, dec arſt thy will 

Fulhll'd, which to ful walleny bliſs. 

730 Scepter and Power,thy giving, | aſſume, 

And gladlier (ball reſign, when inthe cud 

Thou ſhalt be All in A1L, and 1 in thee 

| For ever, and in mer'all whom thou lovit : 

[Be whom thou hat'(t, I hate, and can pution- || 

Thy terrors, as | put 'thy mildneſs bn, 

[Image of theeinalle things z and ſhall ſoon, 

Armd with thy might,rid heav'n ot theſe rebell'd [ 

To thir prepar'd ill Manſion driven down 

To chains of Darkneſs, and th Worm, 

749 That from thy juſt obedience co revolt, 

Whom to obey is happimeſsentire. 

|Thenfſhall thy Saints unmixt, and from thi impure, 

Farr ſeparate, circting thy holy Maunt 

Unfauined Hallelniabs to thes ſing, | 

' Hymns of high praite, and 1 among ther - x200p 

So ſaid, he o're his Sce __ bowing 

From the righr hand of Gloric wes. he = 

Andehevhird ſacred Morn began to ſhine 

Dawning t —— d wh whirl- 

750 The Chariot of Paternal Deitie,*- _ (wind ſound | 
| - 


— 
— —— 
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|Flaſking thick Cawes, Wheele within Wheehe un- 


lt (elfinflind wh Spirit, butconvoyd =(drawn, 
3y four Cherubic ſhapes, four Faces cach 
ad wondrous, as with Starrs thir budics al 


Of Peril, and carecring. Fires between; (Wheels; 
Over thir beads a cheyſtal Firmainenc, 

Whercon a Saphar T hrone, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the fſhowrie Arch. 

Hee in Celeftial P lie all armd 

Of radiant Orim, warkdivinely wrought, 
Aſcended; at be right hand Vidorie 

Sate Eagle-wing'd;betide him hung his Bow 

And Quiver with three-bulted Thunder ftor'd, 
—— __ _ tim _— Eftufon rowld 

Of (moak and bickering lame; and fparkles dire; 
Attended with ten thouſand en 

He onward came, farr off his.coming thon, 

And twentie thouſand (Ithir number heard) 
Chariots of God, halt on each hand were fecn : 
Hee 6@n the wings of Cherub rode ſublime 

On the Cryſtallin Skie, in Saphir Throak. 

—» 7 muy - and — bur v_ own 

Firſt ſeen, them- unexpected jo iz'd, 

When the great Eniign of Moab blex'd 

Aloft by Angels tom, [ki Sigirin Heav'n':: 

Under whute Conduct AMfichael foon reducid. 

His Armie, Ccutumtzs'd on.cithes Wing, ' 

Under thir Head ijimbodied' all in one. 

Befors hint Power Divine bivway prepar'ds} © | 
At his command: thr uprooted Hills retir'd 


Each to his place,they heard his voice and went 


And Wings wete. ſet. with Eyes, with Eyes the! 


T 3 Obſe- 


come 
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Obſequious, Heav'n his wonted face renewd, 
And with freſb Flourers Hill and Valley ſmil'd. 
This ſaw his hapleſs Foes, but ſtood obdur'd, 
And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers 
Inſenſate, hope conceiving from deſpair. 

in heav'nly Spirits could perverſeneſs dwell ?| 
Bur to convince the proud what Signs availe, 
Or Wonders «move th' obdurate to relent ? 
They hard'nd more by what -_ molt reclame, 
Grieving to ſee _ orice, at 

Took envie, and aſpiring to his highth, 

Stood reimbattell'd fierce, by a. or fraud 
Weening to proſper and at length prevaile 
Againſt God and vb, or to fall 

[n univerſal ruia and now 

To final Batte] drew, diſdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat 5 when the great Son of God 

To all his Hoſt oneither hand thus ſpake, 

Stand ſtill in bright array ye Saints, here ſtand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from Batte] reſt ; 
Faithful bath been your Warfare, and of God 

Accepted, fearleſs in his righteous Cauſe, 

And as ye have receivd, fo have ye don 

[avincibly z but of this curſed crew 

The puniſhmerit to other hand be : 

Vengeance is his, or whoſe he ſole appoints ; 

Number ea this dayes work is not ordain'd 

Nor multitude; ſtand onely and behold 

Gods indignation on theſe Godleſs oe 

By mee; not you + mr have deſpis 

Yet envied ;-againſ(t thir tg 

Becauſe the Father, t when) | i Heav'nſupream 
Kingdom 
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_—_ and Power and Gloric appertains, 
Hath honourd me according te his will. 
Therefore to mee thir doom he hath aſlig'n'd ; 
That they may have thie wiſh, to trie with mee 
[n Battel- which the ſtronger proves, they all, 
Or l alone. againſt them, ſince by (trength 
They meaſure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care whothem excells ; 
Nor other ſtrife with them do l voutſate. 
So fpake the.Son, and into terrqur chang 
His count'napce too ſevere to be beheld 
And full of wrauth bent on bis Enenues, | 
At once the Four ſpred out thirStarrie win 

With dreadful ſhade contiguous, and the Grbes 
Of hisfierce Chaxzlot rowld, as with the ſound 
Of | «x of a numerous Hoſt. 

Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomie av N{; tz under his burning Wheelks 
The ſtedfaſt Empyrean ſhook Rong out, 

All bue the T brone is ſelf of God.. Full ſoon 
Among thewn he azriv'd 5 in bis right hand 
Graſping ten thouſand Thunders, which he ſent 
Before him; ſuch as in thir Soules infix'd 
Plaguesz they aſtoniſbt all reſiſtance loſt, 

All, courage; down thir idle weapons drop'd ; 
O're Shields and Helmes,and helmed heads he rode 
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Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proſtrate, 
That wiſh'd the Mountains now might be again 


Nor leſs on citber tide tempelſtuous fell , 
His arrows, fromthe fourfold-viſag'd Foure, 


Thrown on them gs a ſhelter from has ire. 


Diſtinct | 
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'DiſtiaQt with eye, end from the living Wheels, 

Diſtin& alike with mvlltitude of eyes, 

One Spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 

'Glar'd lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire 

850/.Among th' accurſt; that witheyd all ohir ſtrengths 

And of thirwontcd vigour left them draiad, 

Exhauſted, fpiriftefs; afflicted; falln. | 

Yet half his ſtrength he put not forth, but check'd 

His Thunder in mid Volie, for he meant 

Not to deftroy, but root thein our of Heart :- 

The overthrown he rais'd; and'as a Heard 

Of Goats vrtiinerous flock togtther throngd 

Drove them before him Thunder«ſtruck, purſu'd 

With terrors and with furtes to the bounds 

860| And Chryſtafl walt of Heav'ti, which op'ningwide,| 

Rowld inward, att#'s Tpacious Gap « 3d (} 

Into the 'Wwaſtfut Deep 3. the manſtrous Tighe > > !/ 

[Strook them with horror backwatd, bur far worſe 

Lirg'd them Dep pONcacion gthemſelvstheythrew 
dwh from ther verge of Heav'ty, Eternab wrauth 


Burnt after them to rhe bottombefs pirs [7 0c: 1: 
Hell beard th unfifferdble noiſe; Heb ſaw, - | 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n and would have fled 


A ; but ftri& Fate had caſt too deep 


370 |Her dark foundatiq! ,,and' toofaſt had bound #7, 
\ Nine dayes they fell; ' eonfornded Cheb roard, | 
And felt tenfold confuſion" in thir Falt -+ 
Through his wilde Anarchie, (o huge'a rout 
[ncumberd._ him withruin : Hell at laſt _. 
Yawning receavd them whole, ant on them.olos'd, 
| Hell thir fir habitation fravght with” fire ©: 7: 
| Unquench- 
| 


— en 
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ARE the boute;of woe'and: paine;” , 
isburd'nd Heav's rejuic'd;: and-{00nrepaird - | 

Her mural breach, returnitg whence it rowld, 

Sule Vitor from th' expulſion of: bis: Foes 

Meſſiah his triumphal Chariot turnd 2+ - |, 

To meet him all his Saints, who ſilent ſtood 

Eye witneſſes of his Almightie Acts, 

With Jubilic advanc'd ; and as they went, 


Sung Triumph, and him ſung Victorious King, 

Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv'n, 

Worthieſt to Reign : he celebrated rode | 
tarthrough mid Heav'n; into the Courts 

And Temple of his mightie Father Thron'd 

On highz whointo Glorie him receav'd, 


[Where now he fits at the right hand of Lis, 


Thus meaſuring things in Heav'n by things on' 
At thy eſt, attd tharthou maill beware (Earth 
By whats paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might haveelſe to humanRace bin hid ; 
The diſcord which befel, and Warr in Heav'n 
Among th' Angelic Powers, and the deep fall 
Of thoſe too high aſpiring, who rebelld _ 
With Satan, hee who envies now thy ſtate, 

Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thecalſo from obedience, that with him 
Bereavd of happineſs thou mailt partake 
His puniſhment, Eternal miſerie ; 

Which would be all his ſolace and revenge, 


As aGeſpitejdon againſt the moſt High, 
Thee onte to gaine Companion of his woe. 
But 


ER —_—_— 


PP  — —— — _ 


| 
Shaded with branching Palme, each order bright, 


— —- - 


380 


300 


(Books. © Paradiſe bs." 


910 


Mn Pn 


|But liſn not to his Temptations;' warne i: 3 
Thy weaker ; let it profit thee tohave heard + 
By terrible Example the reward 

Of diſobedience; firm they niight have ſtood, 

| Yet fell 3 remember, and fear to tranſgreſs. 


The Exd of the Sixth Book. 
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| a 14 If rightly thou art call'd, whoſe 

| J | Voice divine 
91 Following, above th* ohwpian 

LT of | Hill I foare, 

Above the flight of Pegaſear wing. 

The ieaging, not the Namel call: for thou 


/Norof the Muſes nine, rior on the top. 

| Of oF Ol;zvpry Awellt, but Heav'nlic borne, 
| Before ee His appectd, or Fountain flow'd, 
Thou with Eternal wiſdom didſt converſe, 
Wiſdom thy Siſter, .and with her did(t play 


' 


[In preſencg of th*, Alinightie Father, pleas'd 
Wirhehy Ce 10] Soyg. Ut ted by thee: 

ode taarng Heir 'ns L have preſuni'd, | 
kn fie Gueſt, and drawn Eimpyreal Aire, 


_ 


Thy 


SoNEſcend from Heav'n Urania, by 
y ©, f that name 


| 


| 


- 
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| 
| 
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Thy tempringz with like ſafetie guided down 

Returnmeto my Native Element : 

Leaſt from this uy unrein'd, (as once 

Bellerophon, though trom a lower Clime) 

Diſmounted, on th' Alcian Field I fall 

Erroneous,there to wander and forlorne. 

Half yet remaines unſung, but narrower bound 

Within the viſible Diurnal Spheare ; 

Standing on Earth, not rapt above the Pole, 

More ſafe I Sing with mortal voice, unchang'd 

To hoarce or mute, though fall'n on evil dayes, 

On evil dayes though fall'n, and evil tongues 3 

In darkneſs, and with dangers compaſt rouud, 

And ſolitude; yet not alone, while thou 

Viſit't my flumbers Nightly, or when Morn 

Purples the Eaſt : ſtill govern thou my Song, 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

But drive farr oft the barbarous diſlonance 

Of Bacchus and his Revellers, the Race 

Of that wilde Rout that torethe Thracian Bard 

In Rhodope, where Woods and Rocks had Earcs 

To rapture, till the ſavage clagnor dround 

BothHarp and Voice ; nor could the Muſe defend 

Her Son. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou art Heav'n lie, ſhee an empty dreame. 
Say.Goddeſs, what enſu'd when Raphael, 

The affable Arch-angel, had forewarn'd 

Adam by dire example to beware 

| Apoſtafie, by what befell in- Heaven 

To thoſe Apoſtates, leaſt the like befall 

In Paradiſe to Adew or his Race, 

Charg'd not to touch the interdifted Tree,; 


Tf 
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If wn. tranſgreſs, and ſlight that ſole command, 
So ealily obeyd amid the choice | 
Of all caſts elſe to pleaſe thir appetite, 
Though wandring. He with his conſorted Eve 
[The ſtorie heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration, and deep Muſe to heare 

f things ſo bighand ſtrange,things to thirthought 
So unimaginable as hate in Heav'n, 
And Warr ſo neer the Peace of God in bliſs 
With ſuch confuſion : but the evil ſoon 
Driv'n back redounded as a flood on thoſe 
From whom it ſprung,impoſiible to mix 
With Bleſl $. Whence Adam ſoon repeal'd 
The doubts that in his heart aroſe : and now 
Led on, yet finleſs, with deſire to know 
What neerer might concern him, how this World 
Of Heav'n and Earth conſpicuous firſt began, 
When, and whereof created, for what cauſe, 
What within Zdex or without was done 
Before his memorie, as one whoſe drouth 
Yet ſcarce allay'd ſtill eyes the current ſtreame, 
Whoſe liquid murmur heard new thirſt excites, 
'Proceeded thusto aſk his Heav'nly Gueſt. | 

Great things, and full of wonder in our eares, 
Farr differing from this World, thou haſt reveal'd | 
Divine —_— by favour ſent 
Down from the Empyrean to forewarne 
Us timely of what might elſe have bin our loſs, 
Unknown,which human knowledg could notreach: 
For which tothe infinitly Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admoniſhment 
Receave with ſolemne py to obſerve 
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þ te guar. bis ſovran will,: the cod 13 

f what we are. But ſince thou haſt voutlat't 
Gently for our inſtruction to.impart- fl 1 
Thipgs above Earthly thought,w.hich yer concernd 
Our knowing, as to higheſt wiſdom feemd, 
Deign to deſcend now lower, and relate 
What may no leſs perhaps availe-us known,”  ! 
How firſt began this Heavinwhieh we behold '- ' | 
Diſtant ſo high, with moving Fires adorad 
lanumerable, and this which yeelds or fills 

All ſpace, the ambieat Aire wide/uiterfus'd : '- 
Imbracing round this florid: Earth;, what:cauſe: 
Mov'd the Creator in his holy/Reft - £ 
Through all Eternitic ſo late tobuild. | 


(End, and difmilsthee ers the Mornin 


In Chaos, and the work begun, how ſoon , > » 
Abſolv'd, if unforbid thou maiſturgould: > 17 / 
What wee, not to explore'the ſecrets'aſke. / - *: 
Of his Eternal Empire, but the' more AH 
To magnifie his works, the more we know. 
And the great Light of Day yet. wantsto run- 
Much of -his Race though ſteep;: ſulpen ith Reav'o 
Held by-thy voice, thy potent voice: heibeates, | '/ 
And longer will delay to heare'theerelt -- 
His Generation, and the riſing Birth. (| 
Of Nature from the unapparent D'6ep to 4G 
Or if the Starr of: Bevning and thedvigqann 1! 
Haſtetothy audience, Night:wjck-hes with bring'--/| 
Silence, and Steep hiſtningto thee wilhwarchg i? 
Qr we can bid his abſence; — AV, 
g Wine; 


Thus Adem:bis itluftrous! Gueſt befought + 1c! 
And thusthe A om; . 
t A This | 

[ 


4 


| 
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This alſo thy requeſt with icaution aske-/ 1/1 | 
Obtaine ; thoughts recount: Almightie wooks : | 
What words or tangue af Seraph can'fuffice; 

Or heart. of man ſuffice to comprehend ? 

Yet what thou capſtattain, which. beſt, may ſerve 

Toglorifiethe-Makef, and -infere: 11 fo 

Thee alſo happier,,ifball not belwithbeld i. 

Thy heaziag, fuch Commiſion from-above | 

I have receav'; tg anlwer thy deſire: , 

'Of knowledge within bounds z beyond-abſtaia 

To ask, nor let\bbine@wnioventions hope>!: ! +: . | 

Things not reveaks;!Wwhich-thrinviſibleKing, *' 

Onely Omaiſcent;:batb-ſuppreſd ig\Night;- » / | 

To none communicable in;Earthonbleaven : 

Anoughis jeft; beſides te fearch and knows: 1! 
[75 Kngwledge 19a t00d , mid) needs nd: le” 

. 'Her Temperance oxen &pperibey! trolkmows:'! 1c! 1) 
Tomeaſure; what:the mibiimbywelb contain > \ | 
Opprefles;c)ſe,with Surket,tand lobn turngri) | 
Wildgm,ta Belly, a Najrjtmeneto Winds, 1 /| 
|| Know-+tbepgtheatafsen bucifer frbinyHeuvity | 
(So call kitpgbatghrer once amidſt therHoſr) | -' 1! | 


— 


Of Angels; ther that Stanrthe Syarrs among) | /'/ 
Fell with-heiflaming) Legions thraughithe Deep. '| 
Into his place, and dbe-great:!Somirevurnd 1 
Vidtorioyayileb bis Bojorg>6h',Qmwhporent!' 1 
ternal Father,lrami tyd Throacbebefd .> 11 


[Thir multz@ge,Hotea HySon thus fpoke;! 01 ct I] 
|| At leaſh gut gnwaunbbohathfailtwho rhought 
All like himſel£aebtibus by: whoſe. nid w;01 
his inagggff}b{4ibigb ſtrength; rhe ſony cit; ec; 


Deitiz:;i{upteany, bus difpotfeſy: '(3 »2ls./! ot | 
Fly 


e ; 


| 
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He truſted to have feis'd, and infofraud 
Drew many,whom thir place knowy'here no more; 
| Yet farr the greater part have kept, I ſee, 
|Thir ſtation, Heav'n yet populous retaines 
| Number ſufficient to poflels her Realmes 
Though wide, and this high Templeto frequent 
With Miniftenies due and folemg Rites : 
| But leaſt his heart exalt him in the harme 
| Already done, to bave diſpeopl'd\'Heav'n, 

' My damage fondly deem'd, I can repaire 

That detriment, it ſuch irbe co loſe 
Self-loſt; and in a moment will ereate. - 
Another World; out of one mana Race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 
Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They optn tothemſctves at length the way 
Up hither; unter long obedience tri'd, 
And Earth be chang'd toHeavn,&Heav'n to Earth, 
One Kingdom, Joy and. Union without end. 
Mean while ihbabar laxe, ye Powers of Heav'n, 
And thou wiy Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, ſpeak thou, a&d beit don : 
My overſhadowing Spirit and might with thee 
[ ſend along, ride forth, and bid the | 
Within appointed bounds be'Heav'n and Earth, 
Boundleſs the Deep, becauſe I am who fill 
Infinitude, | hot vacuous the ſpace.” 
Thoughl1 imcircumfcrib'd' my felf retire, 
And put not forth my goodneſs, which is free 


Approach not oe andiwhatl wildis Fare, '* -!'! 
So ſpake th' Alinightie, and co ——_—_—_— 
1b is 
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His Word, the Filtal Godhead, gave eteft. 
[mmediate are the Ads of God, more {witt 

Then time or motion, but to human ears 

Cannot without proceſs of ſpeech be told, 

So told as earthly notion can receave, 

Great triumph and rejoycing was'in Heav'n 

When ſuch was heard declar'd theAlmightie's will; 
Glorie they ſung to the moſt High, good will 

To future men, and io thir dwellings peace:; 
Glorie to him whoſe juſt avenging we, 
Had drivenout th' ungodly from his fight 

And th' habitations of the juſt ; to him 

Glorie and praiſe, whoſe wiſdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create, in ſtead, © 

Of Spirits maligne a better Race to bring: .. 

Into thir vacarit. room, and thence diffuſe 

His good to Worlds and Ages infinite, 

So ſang the Hierarchies : Mean while the Son 
On his great Expedition now appeer'd, 

Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance crown'd. 
Of Majeſtie-Divine, Sapience and Love 

Immenſe, and all his Father in him (hon. 

About his Chariot numberleſs-wete pour'd- 
Cherub and Sexaph, Potentates and Thrones, 

And Vertues, wingedSpirits, and Charigts-wing'd, 
From the Artmoury of God, where ſtand of old +: | 
MyriadFbetween two brazen Mountains lodg'd - | 
{Againſt a ſolemn day, harne(t'at hand, 


Celeſtial Equi Pages and now. came forth 
Spontaneous; tor Within them: Spiris:livd, 
Attendanton this Lord : Heav'nippnd wide 


Her ever during Gates, Harmonious ſound 
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On goldet Hinges moving; to let forth 

The King of Glorie in his powerful Word 

And Spirit coming to create new Worlds. 

2 1C| On heav:alyground they ſtood,and from the ſhore 

They view'd the vaſt immeaſurable Abyſs 

Outrageous as a Sea, dark; watteful,witde, 

Up from the bottom turn'd by furious windes 

And ſurging waves, as Mountains to aſſault - 

 Heav'ns highth, and wich the Center-mix the Pole, 
Silence, yerroubl'&waves,and thou Deep, peace, 

Said theri th Ormnifie Word; your difcord end : 
Nor (taid, bat on the Wings of Cherabim 

Uplifted,'in Paternal Glorie rode ' - 

220| Farr into Chor, and'the World: unborrs 


|__Bovk'y, __ Porabſelſ, | 


Follow'dvit |btighe-proceſanto bohobd: 

Creation, and'the wonders of his might. 

| Then ſtaid the fervid Wheeles; and in his hand 

He took the golden Compatits, prepar'd”. 

In Gods Brernal ſtore, 'ts cirewmieribe  ' 

This Univerfe, and atlereated-things':<--! 

One fcot hecenter'd, andthe other turn'd 7 

| Round throughthe vaſt profunditiccobſture, 

230| And (aidithus farrextend;'thus farrchy bounds, 

This be thy uſt TircumferendeyO Wortd i- / | 


atter unformd and vold';' Darknets profound 
| Cover'd th' Abyfs i buron-the watriecalmne : 
His broodirig wings the Spirit of Gyd; ornfpred,-|- 
And vital vertuuinfasgd, and virat warmth: 5:0 
{Throughturtheflgia Mile, bur 4ywhenrd:purg 
T he black ##rtareous cold lofetndl frees 19/279] 
| 20) | _ "Adverſe 


_—_—— 


For Chaorheard his-voicetthim all his Traine © © 


[Srrmenrs Hewv'!rr ctrart#) thuothe Earth, 
| 


TY i 


| 
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Adverſe tolife : then founded, then conglob'd 

Like things to like, the reſt to ſeveral place 

Diſparted, and between ſpun out the Air, 

And Earth (clf-ballanc't on her Center _ 

| Letther be Lighe, ſaid God,/and forthwith Light 

Ethereal, firſt of thiogs, quinteflence pure 

Sprung from the Deep, and frem her Native Eaſt 
o journie through the airie gloom began, 

Sphear'd ina radiant Cloud, for yet the Sun 

Was not z ſhee in a cloudie Tabernacle 

Sojourn'd the while. God ſaw the Light was good); 

And light fromdarkneſs by the Hemiſphere 

Divided : Light the Day, and Darkneſs Night 

He nam'd. Thus was the firſt Day Eev'n and Morn: 

Ner paſt uncelebrated, nor unſung | 

By the Celeſtial Quires, when Orient Light 

Exhaling firſt from Darkneſs they beheld ; 

Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth 3 with joy and ſhout 

The hollow Univerſal Orb they fill'd, 

And touch't thir Golden Harps, & hymning prais'd 

God and his works, Creatour him they ſung, 

Both when firſt Eevning was, and whenfirſt Morn, 
Again, God ſaid, let ther be Firmament 

Amid the Waters, and let it divide 

The Waters from the Waters : and God made 

The Firmament, expanſe of liquid, puxe, 

Tranſparent, Elemental Arr, diffus' 

la circuit to the uttermoſt convex 

Of this great Round : partition firm and. ſure, 

The Waters underneath from thoſe above 

Dividing : for as Earth, ſo hee the World 
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Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide 270| 
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| Cryſtallin Oceap; - and'the Joud milrule  - , 

Of Chaos farr remov'd, leaſt fierce extreames 
Contiguous might diſtemper the whole frame: 
And Heav'n he nam'd the Firmament : So Eev'n 
And Morning Chorws ſung the ſecond Day. 

The Earth was form'd, but inthe Womb as yet 
Of Waters, Embryon immature involv'd, 
Appeer'd not : over all the face of Earth 
Main Ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warme 
280, Prolific humour ſoft'ning all her Globe, 
Fermented the great Muxther to: conceave, 
'Satiate with genial moiſture, when God ſaid 
Be gather'd now ye Waters under Heav'n 
| Into one place, and let dry Land appeer. 
Immediately the Mountains huge appeer 
Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheave 
Into the Clouds, thir tops aſcend the Skie : 
$o high as heav'd the tumid Hills, fo low | 
[Down ſunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 


| 290 Capaciousbed of Waters: thither they . 


 Haſted with glad precipitance, uprowld 
| As drops on duſt conglobing from the drie ; 
Part riſe jncryſtal Wall, or ridge dire, | 
For haſte; ſuch fiigagthe.great command impreſs'd| 
On the ſwift ouds.: as Armics at the call: 
;Of Trumpet (for of Armies thou haſt heard)! 
:Troopto thir Standard, fo the watrie throng, 
{Wave rowling after Waye,where way they found, 
If ſteep, with torrent rapture, if through Plaine, . 
300 Soft-c bing znor withſtood them Rock or Hill, 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With Serpent errour wandring, found thir way, 


| f.NÞ-..* And| 
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|Apd ſaw that it was good, and ſaid, Let th' Earth 
Put forth the verdant Graſs, Herb yeilding Seed,! 310 


'| Op'ning thir various colours, and made gay 
;| Her boſom ſmelling (weet: and theſe ſcarce blown, 
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Eafie, e're God had bid the ground be drie, 
All but withia thole banks, where Rivers now 
Stream, and perpetual draw thir humid traine. 
The dry Land, Earth, and the great receptacle 


Of congregated Waters he call d Seas : 


And on the wathie Ooſe deep Channels ove 5 


And Fruit Tree yeilding Fruit after her kind 3 
Whoſe Seed is in her ſelf upon the Earth. 

He ſcarce had ſaid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Deſert and bare, unſightly, wnadorn'd, | 
Brought forth the tender Graſs, whoſe verdure clad 
Her Univerſal Face with pleaſant green, 

Then Herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flour'd 


| Forth flourith't thick the cluſtring Vine, forth crept! 5 20 


[The ſmelling Gourd, up ſtood the cornie Reed 


Embattell'd in her field : add the humble Shrub, | 
And Buſh with-frizl'd hair unplicit : laſt | 
\|Roſe as in Dance the ſtately Trees, and{pred | 
Thir branches hung with copious Fruitzor gemm'd; 
Thir Bloſſoms ; with high Woods the Hills were! 


| With tufts the vallies&each fountainfide.(crownd, 


With borders long the Rivers. That Earttnow 
;\Seemd like to Heav'n, a ſeat: where Gods might 

' Or wander with delight,andloveto haunt (dwell, 33® 
| Her ſacred ſhades : though God had yet nor raw d| 


'| Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 
| None was, but from the Earth a-dewic Miſt 
{Went up and waterd all the ground, and each 
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Plant of the field, which <'re it was in the Earth 

God made, and every Herb, before it grew 

On the green ſtemms God ſaw that it was good : 

SoEev'n and Morn recorded the Third Day. 
Again th' Almightie ſpake : Let there be Lights 

Highinth' m—— of Heaven to divide ' 

Che Day from Night ; and let them be for Signes, 

For Seaſons, and for Dayes, and circling Years, 

And let them be for Lights as I ordaine 

T hir Office inthe Firmament of Heav'n 

Togive Light on the Earth ; and it was ſo. 

And God made twogreat Lights, great for thir uſe 

To Man, the greater to have rule by Day, 


| The leſs by Night alterne : and made the Starrs, 


And ſet them in the Firmament of Heav'n 
Toilluminate the Earth, and rule the Day 

[n thir viciflitude, and rule the Night, 

And Light from Darkneſs to divide. God faw, 
Surveying his great Work, that tt was good : 

For of Celeſtial Bodies firſt the Sun 

A mightie Spheare he fram'd, unlightſom firſt, 
Though of Ethereal Mould: thenform'd the Moon 
Globoſe, and everie magnitude of Starrs, 

And ſowd with Starrs the Heav'n thick as a field : 
Of Light by farr the greater part he took, 
Trontpleaced from her cloudie Shrine, and plac'd 
in the Suns Orb, made porousto receive 

And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine 

Her gather'd beams,great Palace now of Light. 
Aither as tothir Fountain other Starrs 
Repairing, inthir gold 'n Urns draw Light, 


And hence the Morning Planet guilds his horns ; 
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By tincture or retieCtion they augment 

Thir {mall peculiar, though trom human light 
So farr remote, with dimmution ſeen. 

Firſt in his Eaſt the glorious Lamp was ſeen, 
Regent of Day, and all th' Horizon round 
lnveſted withbright Rayes, jocond togun 

His Longitudechrough Heav'ns high rode:thegray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 
Shedding ſweet influence : lefs bright the Moon 
But oppoſite in leveld Weſt was ſet 

His mirror, with full face borrowing herLight 
From him, for other ligltit the needed none | 
in that afpe&, and till chat diſtance keepes 
Till night, then inthe Eaſt ber turn ſhe ſbines, 
Revolvd on Heav'ns great Axle, and her Reign |, 
With thouſand lefler Lights dividual holds, 
With thouſand thouſand Starres,that then appeer'd 
Spangling the Hemiſphere : then firlt ado 

With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Roſe, 
Glad Eevning & gladMorncrownd the fourth day. 
And God faid, let the Wzters generate 

Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule : 

And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wings 
Diſplayd on the op'n Firmament of Heav'a. 

And God created the great Whales,and each 

Soul living, each that crept, which)plenteouſly 
The waters generated by thir kindes, 
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And every Bird of wing after his kinde 

And ſaw that it was good,and bleſs'd them, ſaying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas 

and Lakes and running Streams the waters fill ; 


And let the Fowle be multiply'd on the Earth. 
' Forth= 


— 
— — 
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410 


\ | Wallowing unweildie, enormous in thir Gate 


| 420 


430, 


| Hugeſt of living Creatures, on the Deep 


'|On Clifisand Cedar tops thir Eyries build : 
\Part loofly wingthe Region, part more wiſe 


Forthwiththe Sounds and Seas, each Creek & Bay 
With Frie innumerable ſwarme, and Shoales 
Ot Fiſh that with thir Finns and ſhining Scales | 
Glide under the green Wave, in Sculles that oft | 
Bank the mid Sea : part&@ngle or with mate | 
hir paſture,& through Groves 
Ot Coral ſtray, or ſporting with quick glance 
Show to the Sun thir wav'd coats drope with Gold, 
Or inthir Pearlie ſhells at eaſe, attend 
Moiſt nutriment, ur under Rocks thir food 
[ſn jointed Armour watch : on ſmooth the Seale, || 
And bended Dolphias play : part huge of bulk 


Tempeſt the Ocean : there Leviathan 


Stretcht like a Promoneorie {leeps or ſwimmes, 
And ſeems a moving Land, and at his Gilles 
Draws in, and at his Trunck ſpourts out a Sez. 
Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and ſhoares 
Thir Brood as numerous hatch, from the Egg that 
Burſting with kindly rupture forth diſclos'd (ſoon 
Thir callow young, but 'featherd ſoon and fledge | 
They ſumm'd thirPenns;and ſoaring th' air ſublime | 
Withclang deſpis'd the ground,under acloud 
in prof; z there the gleand the Stark 


[n common, rang'd in figure wedge thir way, 


{Intelligent of ſeaſons, and ſet forth 
| Thir Aicric Caravan high over Sca's 
Flying, and over Lands with mutual wing 


Ealmgtiar flight; ſo ftearsehe prudent Cranc ' 
Her | 
L 2 


=> _ — ———_ ——_ 


{With Fiſh repleniſht, and the: Aire with Fowle, 
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' Her arnual Voiage, born on Windes 5 the Aire 
Floats,as they paſs, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes: 
From Branch to Branch-the ſmaller Birds with ſong 
Solac'd the Woods, and (pred thir painted wings 
Till Ev'o, nor then the ſolemn Nightingal 
Ceas'd-warbling, but all nighttun'd her ſoft layes: 
Others on Silver Lakes and Rivers Bath'd 
Thir downie Breſt; the Swan with Arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly,Rowes 
Her ſtate with Oarie- feet : yet oft they quir 440 
The Dank, and riſing oo ſtiff Pennons, towre 
The mid Aereal Skie : Others on ground 
Walk'd firmzthe creſted Cock whole clarion ſounds 
The filevt hours, and-th' ather whoſe gay Traiae 
dorns him, colour'd withthe Florid hue | 
Of Rainbows and Starric Eyes,| The: Waters thus 


Ev'ning and Morn folemnizt'd the Fiit day. 
The $ixt, and of. Creatian laſt arofe- ., 
With Eevning Harps and Maztin, when God (aid, |; 5 > | 
Let eh", Earth bring forth Fowle limiig in her-kande, [ 
Cattcl and Creeping things,and Beaſt of the Exrth; | 
[Each in their kinde. The Earth obey'd, and [trait 
Or ag ber, tertil Waomb teew'd. ata Birth 
[Innumerous living Creatures, perfct: formes, 
Limb'd and full growm: out of the ground up roſe 
As from his Lairethe wilde Beaſt where he wonns 
In Forreſt wilde, in Thicket, Brake, or Den'; * ; 
Among the Trees in Pairs they roſe,-tbey wilk'sd - 


NR 


The Cattelin the Tiekls and Meddawes green: . [450 || 
Thoſe rare and (olitarie,' theſe in flocks, {\ | 
Paſturiog at once, and in broad Herds upſprung: 
| he 


—_——_——_—_ — << — 
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| 
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The =_ Clods now Calv'd, now half a 'd} 
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free IT 
His hinder parts, then ſprings as broke from Bonds ,| 
And Rampant ſhakes bis Briaded mains the Ounce,} 
The Libbard, and the T yger, as the Moale 
Riſing, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw 

In Hillocks ; the ſwift Stag fromunder ground 
Bore up his branching head - ſcarfe from his mould 
Behemoth biggeſt born of Earth upheav'd | 
His vaſtneſs : Fleec't the Flocks and bleating role, 
As Plants ; ambiguous between Sea and Land 
The River Horſe and ſcalie Crocodite. 

At oncecameforth whatever creeps the ground, 
Inſe& or Worme 4 thofe wav'd thir limber fans - 
For wings, and 1malleſt Lincaments exact 

In all the Liveries| deft of Summers pride 

With ſpots of Gold and Purple, 'azure and green : 
Theſe 8s a line thir Jong dimenſion drew, 
Streaking the ground with ſinuous trace 4, not all 
Minims of Nature 5 ſome of Serpent kinde 

| Wondrous in h and corpulence involv'd 
'Thir Soakie foulds, and added wings. Firſt crept 
The Parſimonious Emmet, provideat 

Of future, in {mall egoom-large heart enclos'd, 
Pattern of juſt equalicie perhaps ' 
Hereafter, join'd in her popular Tribes 

Ot Commonaltie : ſwarming next appeer'd 
The Femal Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 
Deliciouſly, 2nd builds ber waxen Cells ' 
With Honey ftor'd':- thereſt are qumhbertieſs, / 
Ad thou thir Natures' know'ſt, and gav' t 
'Needleſt to thee repeacd; nor ugknown (Names, 


| 


_ 


The 
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The Serpent ſugtÞF'{t Beaſt of all the field,” |; 
Of huge extent fumtimes, with brazen Eyes 
And bairie Main terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 


'His Statue, and vpright with Front ſerene 
t-kno 


Now Heav'nin all her Glorie ſhoog and rowld 
Her ioris,as the. great firit-Movets hayd | { 
Firſt wheeld thir egueſez Earthinher richiattire 
Conſummate lovin ſmil'd 3 Aire, Water, Earth, 
By Fowl, Filb, Beat, was Gown,wasſwum,was walkt : 
Frequent and of the Sixt dayyetrewmain'ds - 
There wanted yet;the Maſter work, tbe end 
Of all y$t don.z a Creature who noe prone 
And'Brute as other Creatures, but endu'd 
With SanGtitie of Reaſon,might erect 


Govern thereſ}, ſelt-knowing, and from thence ' | 510 
nimous tocorreſpond with Heav'n, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Deſcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 
Directed in Devotion, 40 adore , 
And worſhip Gog Supream, who made him chief 
[Of all his works : therefore the Omoipotent 
'Frernal Fatt er, For where is not hee 
| Preſent) thus to his Son audibly ſpake. 
{ Let us make now Maninour image, Man 
'In our ſhomjJituge, and letthery rule | $20 
' Over the Fiſh and Fawle of Sea and Aire, 
[Beaſt 6fthe Field, and oyer all the Earth, 
' And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This ſaid, he forn,d thee, Afam,. thee; © Mam. 
BURY of the ground, 20d intbynaftrils byeath'd.; 
The breath of Life 3 io bis ownlmage hee.-'..'; 
| B b 


Created. 
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Created thee, in the Image of God 

Expreſs, and thou becaorft a living Soul. 

Male he created thee, but thy-conſort 

Femal for Race then bleſs'd Mankinde,and aid, 
Be fruitful, mulciplie, and fill the Earth, 

Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold 

Over Fiſh of the:Sea;” and Fowle of the Aire, 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth, 
Wherever thus created, for no place 

[s yet diſtinft by name, therice; as thor know'ſt 

He brought thee into” this delicious Orove, © - 
This Garden, planted with the Trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taſte ; 

And freely all thir pleaſant fruit for food 

Gave thee,all foresare here thatall th'Earth yeelds, 
Varictie without end; but of the Tree 

Which taſted works knowledge of Good and Evil, 
Thou mai'ſt not 5 in the day thon eat'ſt, thou di'ſt 
Death is the penaltie impos'd, beware, 

And govern well thy —_— leaſt ſin | 
Surpriſe thee, and her black attendant Death, 
Here finiſh'd hee , and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 

So Ev'n and Morn accompliſh'd the Sixt day : 

Yet not-till the Creator from his work 
Defiſting, though unwearied, vp returnd 
Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode , 
Thence to behold this new created World 

Th' addition of his Empite , how it ſhew'd 

In proſpe&from his Throne, how bow faire, 
Anſwering hisgreat Idea. Up he rode | 


Followd with acclatation and the ſound 


Sympho- 


Paradiſe loff. Book 3. ' 
Symphonious of ten thouſand Harpes that tun'd 
n__ harmonies : the'Earth, the Aire | 560 
Relounded , (thou remember'ſt, for thou heard(t) 

The Heay'ns and all che Conftellations-rung, 
The Planets inthir ftacions lilt'niag ſtood, 
While the bright Pomp aſcended jubilane, 
Open, ye everlaſting Gates, they (ung, 
__ ye Heav'ns, your living dores; let in | 
The great Creator from his work returad 
Magnificent , his Six days work, a World ; 
Open, and henceforth oft; tor God will deigne 
To viſit oft the dwellings of juſt Men $70 
Delighted, and with frequent intercourſe 
Thither will ſend his winged Meflengers 

On errands of fupernal Grace. Soſung | 
he glorious Train aſcending: He through Heav'n, 
That open'd wide her blazing Portals, led 

To Eternal houſe dire the way, 

A broad and ample rode, whoſe duſt is Gold 
And pavement Starrs,. as Starrs to thee appeer, 
Seen inthe Galaxie, that Milkie way 

Which nightly as a circling Zone thou ſeeſt | 580 
Pouderd with Starrs. And now on Earth the Sea-/ 
Eev'ning aroſe in #des, for the Sun (venth| 
Was ſet, and ewilight _ the Eaſt came on, 
GY Night 5 when at the holy mount 

Of Heav'ns igh-ſcared top, th' Im Td Throne 
Of Godhead , fixt for ever firm and ſure, 

The Fitial Power arriv'd, and fate him down 
With his great Father (tor he alfo went 
Inviſible, yer ſtaid ( fuch 'priviledge 

Hath Omnipreſeace; and the work ordain'd. 590 
| Bb 2 Author 


_ 
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"author and end of all things, and from work. 


Now reſting, bleſs'd and'hallowd.the Seav uh day, 
As reſting on chat day from all lis; work, 

But not in filence holy kept 3 the Horp. . 

Had work and reired. not, the ſolemn vipe,: 

And Dulcigtr, all Organs pt (weet flog. 2 : 1 '1/ 
All ſounds on Fret by String or Gulden Wire- 
Temper'd ſoft Tunings, intermixt with Vaice 
Choral or Uniſon : of incenſe Clonds ) 

Fuming from Golden Genſers td the Monnt, 
Creation and the Six dayes as they (ung, , 
Great are thy works; Jehovah, infgite: 

Thy power 4 what thought can meaſure thee: or 
Relate theez greate&r now in thy return (tongue 
Then fromthe Giant Ange's 4 .theethat day . 
Thy Thunders mdgnit'd's bur to create |: 
[s greater then created'to defiroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 
Thy Empire #: ealily the proud ate 

Of $pirjts. apoſtadand thirCoynſels yaize 

Thou haſt repeld, while impigufly they-choughe - 
Thee to dirniniſh, ant{ from thee withdraw 

The number of thy worſhippers. Whoſeckes 
To leflen thee, agamlt bis purpaſe ſerves 

To manite(t the mortethy ovght : his evil 
Thownſeſt, aud. fromthence creat'ſt more good. 


| 


| 


jor itn and every Starr perhaps a World: 


Witneſs thts new-inade World, another Hearn 
From Heaven Gate not farr, founded in view 
Oan theglcer, khjuline, the Glaſhe Sera 4 | 


620 Of amplitude almoſt immenſe, with Starr's 


f deſtind habitation; but thou know'ſt 


Thir| 
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| T hir ſeaſuns: among theſe the ſeat of men, | 
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfus'd, 

Thir pleaſant dwelling place. Thrice happie men, 
| And fons of men, whom God hath thus advanct, 
| Created in his Image, there to dwell 

And worlhip him, and in reward torule 
Over his Works, on Earth, in Seca, or Air, 

And multiply a Race of Worthippers 

Holy and juſt :-thrice happie if they know 
:T hir happineſs, and vey 4 pace upright. 

So ſung they, and the Empyrean rung, 

With Halleluiabi : T hus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy requeſt think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 
How firſt this World and face of things began, 
And what before thy memorie was don 

From the beginning, that poſteritic 

Informd by thee might know z if elfe thou ſeek(t 
Aught, not ſurpaſſing human meaſure, ſay. 

o whom thus 4dem gratefully repli'd. 


W hat thanks ſufficient, or what recompence 

Equal have I torender thee, Divine 

Hyſtorian, who thus largely haſt allayd 

| The thirſt{ had of knowledge, and voutſaf'r 
This friendly:condeſcention to relate 

Things elſe by me unſearchable, now heard | 

; VVith wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 

| With glorie attributed to the high 

| Creators ſome thing yet of duubt remaines, 

{Y Vhich onely thy ſolution'can reſolve. 

| VVhen | behold this goodly Frame, this VVorld - 
Of Heav'n and Earth confiſting, and compute, 
Thir magnitudes, this Earth a ſpot, a graine, F | 
n; 
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An Atom, with the Firmament compar'd 
And all ker numberd Starrs, that ſeem to rowle 
Spaces incomprehenſible (for ſuch 
Thir diſtance argues and thir ſwift return 
Diurnal) mecr!y to officiate light 
Round this opacous Earth, this punCual ſpot, 
One day and night 3 in all thir vaſt furvey 
Uſeleſs befides, reaſoning I oft admire, 
How Nature wiſe and frugal could commit | 
Such diſproportions, wich Gopcrinens hand 
$5 many nobler Bodies to create, 
C—_ |= com this = we 
or aught a rs, on thir impole 

Such reſtleſs revolution day by day 
Repeated, while the ſedentarie Earth, 
That better might with farr leſs compaſs move, 
Serv'd by more noble then her {elf, attaines 
Her end without leaſt motion, and receaves, 
As Tribute ſuch a ſumleſs journey brought 
Of incorporeal ſpeed, her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to deſcribe whoſe ſwiftneſs Number failes. 

So ſpake our Sire, and by his count'nance ſeemd 
Entring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe, which Eve 
Perceaving where ſbe ſat retir'd in light , 
With lowlineſs Majeſtic from her ſcat, . 
And Grace that won who ſaw to wilh her ſtay, 
Roſe,and went forth among her Fruits and Flours, 
| To viſit how they proſper'd, bud and bloom, 
Her Nurſerie 3 they at her coming ſprung 
And toucht by her fair tendance gladlier grew. 
Yet went ſhe not, as not with ſuch diſcourſe 
Delighted, or not capable her care 


or 
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Of what was high : ſuch pleaſure the reſery'd, 
Adam relating, the fole Auditreſs ; 
Her Husband the Relater ſhe preferr'd 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chote rather ; hee, ſhe knew would intermix 
Grateful digreftons, and ſolve high diſpute 
With conjugal Careſles, from his Lip 
t Words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now 
Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn'd ? 
With Goddeſs-like demeanour forth ſhe weat ; 
Not unattended, for on her as Queen 
A pomp of winning Graces waited (till, 
And from about her ſhot Darts of deſire 
lnto all Eyes to wiſh her (till in ſight. 
And Raphael now to Adaw's doubt propos'd 
Benevolent and facil thus repli'd. 
To ask or ſearch I blame thee not, for Heay'n 
Is as the Book of God before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne 
His Seaſons, Hours, or Days, or Months, or Yeares : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reck'a right, the reſt 
From Man or Angel the great Archite&t 
Did wiſely to conceal, and not divulge 
His ſecrers to be ſcann'd by them who ought 
ather admire; or it they liſt cotry 
Conjeture, he his Fabric of the Heav'ns 
Hath left to thir diſputes, perhaps to move 
is laughter at thir quaint Opinio wide 
ereafter, when they come to mode Heav'n 
And calculate the Starrs, how they will weild 
he mightic frame, how build, _—_ 
0 


| 
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To ſave appeerances, how gird the Sphear 
7 20| With Centric and Eccentric (cribl'd o're, 
Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb : 
Alreadie by thy reaſoning this I guels, 
| Who artty ned che otspring, bs. {uppoſeſt 


Earth fitting (till, when ſhe alone receaves 
The benefit : conſider firſt, that Great 
Or Bright ioferrs not Excellence : the Earth 
| Though, incompariſon of Heav'n, ſo ſmall, 
730| Nor gliſteriog, may of ſolid good containe 
: |More lenty then the Sun that barren ſhines, 
Whol: vertue on it ſelf workes no cftect, 
But in the fruitful Earth; there firſt receavd 
His beams, unaGiveelſe, thir vigor ftad. 
Yet not to Earth are thoſe bright Luminarics 
Offictous, - but tothee Earths habitant. 
And for the Heav'ns wide Circuit, let it ſpeak 
T he Makers high magnifticence, who buile 
So ſpacious, and his Line ſtretche out fo farr x 


_ ——_ — — —  —— — 


An Edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lodg'd in a {mall partition, and the reſt 
Ordain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt kgown. 
The ſwiftneſs uf thofe Circles attribute, 
Though numberleſs, .to his Omnipotence, 
That t@corporeal ſybſtances could adde 


Where.Gud xelid angd\ere.mmid-da arriy'd 
75c ye Eden, diſtance looxpecſlible , 
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| That Bodies bright and greater ſhould not ſerve 
The lefs not bright,nor Heav'n ſuch journies run, 


740! That Man may know he dwells not in his owa ; 


Speed almoli Spiritual; mee thou thinkſt not flow, 
W ho Gnce the Morning hour fctauttrom Hear's | 


By 


By Numbers that have name. But this I urge, 
{Admirting Motion in the Heav'ns, to ſhew 

foyalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd; 
Not that I fo affirm, though fo it ſeem 
To thee who halt thy dwelling here on Earth. 
God to remove his wayes from human ſenſe, 
Plac'd Heav'a from Earth fo farr, that earthly fight, 
If it o—_ might erre in things too high, 
And no advantage gaine. What if the Sun 


By his attractive vertue and thir own 

lncited, dance about him various rounds ? 

Thir wandring courſe now high,now low,thea hid, 
|Progreſlive, retrograde, or ſtanding ſtill, 
In fix thou feeſt, and what if ſev'nth to theſe 

The Planet Earth, fo ſtedfaſt though ſhe ſcem, 
Inſenſibly three different Motions move? 

Which elſe to ſeveral Sphears thou muſt aſcribe, 
Mov'd contrarie with thwart obliquities, 


NoGurnal and Diurnal rhomb ſuppos'd, 

loviſible elſe above all Starrs, the Wheele 

Of Day and Nights which needs not thy beleete,} 

If Earth induſtrious of her ſelf ferch Da 

Travelling Eaſt, and with her part —_ | 

From the Suns beam meet Night, her other part | 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light | 

Sent from her through the wide tranſ{picuous aire, 

To the terreſtrial Moon be as a Starr 

Ratghening her by Day, as ſhe by Nighe | 730 

This Earth? reciprocal, if Land be there, 

Feilds and lahabitanes : Her ſpots thou ſeeſt | 
Cc As! 


Paradiſe oft, Book7. | 


Be Center to the World, and other Starrs 760 


Or ſave the Sun his labour, and that ſwift 770, 
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As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and Rain produce 
Fruits in her ſoft'nd Soile, for ſome to cate 
Allotted there ; and other Suns perhaps 

With thir attendant Moons thou wilt deſcrie 
Communicating Male and Femal Light, 
Which two great Sexes animate the World, 
Stor'd in each Orb perhaps with ſome that live, 
For ſuch vaſt room in Nature unpoſleſt 

By living Soule, deſert and deſolate, 

Onelyto ſhine, yet ſcarce to contribute 

Each Orb a glimps of Light,conveyd fo farr 
Down to this habitable, which returnes 

Light back to them, is obvious to diſpute. 

But whether thus theſe things, or whether not, 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heav'n 

Riſe on the Earth, or Earth riſe on the Sun, 

Hee from the Eaſt his flaming rode begin, 

Or Shee _ Welt her —_ courſe i vance 
With inoftenſive that ſpinnin 

On her tofr waa while H——— Fevn 

And bezrs thee ſoft with the {ſmooth Air along, 
Sollicit not thy _ with matters hid, 
Leave them to God above, him ſerve and feare; 
Of other Creatures, as him pleaſes beſt, 
Wherever plac't, let him diſpoſe : joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradiſe 

And thy faire Eve; Heav 'nis for thee too high 
To know what paſtes there 5 be lowlic wile : 
Think onely what concernes thee and thy being : 
Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there 
Live, in what ſtate, condition or degree, 
Contented that thus farr hath been reveal'd 


Not 


— 
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Not of Earth onely but of higheſt Heav'n, 
' To whomthus Adam cleerd of doubt, repli'd. 
How fully haſt thou ſatish'd mee, pure 
latelli of Heav'n, Angel ſerene, 
And from intricacies, taught to live, 
The ealteſt way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the ſweet of Life, from which 
God hath bid dwell farr off all anxious cares, 
| And not moleſt us, unleſs we our (elves 
Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions 
But aptthe Mind or Fancie is to roave (vaine, 
Uncheckr, and of her roavingisno end z 
Till warn'd,or by experience taught, ſhe learne, 
That not to know at __ of things remote 
From ule, obſcure and ſuttle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily lite, 

Is the prime Wiſdom, what is more, is fame, 
Or emptineſs, or fond impertinence, 

And renders us in things that moſt concerne 
Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and ſtill to ſeek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us deſcend 

A lower flight, and ſpeak of things at hand 
Uſetul, whence —_ mention may ariſe 
Of ſomthing not unſeaſonable to ask 
By ſufferance, and thy wonted fayour deign'd. 
Thee I have heard relating what was don 
| Ere my remembrance : now hear mee relate 
| My Storie, which perhaps thou haſt not heard ; 

And Day is yetnot ſpent ; till thenthou ſeeſt 
How ſuttly to detaine thee I deviſe, 
Inviting thee to hear while relate, 
Fond, were itnot in hope of thy reply : 

Cc 2 For 
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For while I ft with thee, I ſcem in Heav on, 
And ſweeter thy diſcourſe is to my care 
Then Fruits of Palm-tree pleaſanteſt to thisſt 
And hunger both, from labour, at the houre 
Of ſweet repaſt z they ſatiate, and ſoon fill, (vine 
Though —_ but thy words with Grace Di- 
Imbu'd, ring to thir ſweetneſs no fſatictie. 

To whom thus Kephbaclaniwer'd heav'nly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men, 
Nor tongue incloquent 3 for God on thee 
Abundantly his gitts hath alſo pour'd 
Inward mf outward both, his image faire : 
Speaking or mute all comlineſs and grace 

Attends thee, and each word, each motionformes. 
Nor leſs think wee in Heav'n of thee on Earth 
Then of our fellow ſervant, and inquire 


 {Gladly into the wayes of God with Man : 


For God we ſee hath honour'd thee, and ſet 
On Man his equal Love : ſay therefore on ; 
For I that. Day was abſent, as befell, 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obſcure, 
Farr on excurſion toward the Gates of Hell ; 
Squar'd in full Legion (ſuch command we had) 
To ſee that none thence iflu'd forth a - hh 
Leaſt hee incenſt at ſuch eruption bold, 
DeſtruQion with Creation might have mixt. 
Not that they.dur(t without his leave attempt, 
But us he, ſends upon his high beheſts 

For ſtate, as Sovran King, and to enure 

Our prompt obedience. Faſt we found, faſtſhut 
The diſmal Gates, and barricado'd ſtrong 3 
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But long ere our approaching heard within 

Noiſe, other then the ſound of Dance or Song, | 380 

Torment, aad lowd lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we return'd up to the coaſts of Light 

Ere Sabbath Ecv'ning : ſo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now; forl attend, 

Pleas'd with thywords no leſs then thou with mine. 
So ſpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 

For Man to tell how human Lite began 

Is hard; for who himſelf beginning knew ? 

Deſire with thee ſtill longer to converſe 

Induc'd me. As new wak t from ſoundeſt ſleep [890 

Soft on the flourie herb I found me laid 

In Balmie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun 

Soon dri'd, and on the reaking moiſture fed. 

Strait toward Heav'n my wondring Eyes I turnd, 

And gaz'd a while the ample Skie, till rais'd 

By quick inſtinftive motion up 1 { prung,. 

As thitherward endevoring, and upright 

Stood on my feet 3 about we round I ſaw 

Hill, Dale, and ſhadie Woods, and ſunnie Plaines, 

And liquid Lapſe of murmuring Streams; by theſe, |900 

Creatures that livd, and movd, and walk'd,or flew, 

Birds on the branches warbling 3 all things ſmil'd, 

With fragrance and with joy my heart oreflow'd; 

My ſelf. I then perus'd, and Limb by Limb 

Survey'd, and ſometimes went, and ſometimes ran - 

With ſupple joints, as lively vigourled : 

But who I was, or where, or from what cauſe, 

Knew not ; to ſpeak I tri'd, and forthwith ſpake, 

My Tongue vbey'd and readily could name 

Whate'reI ſaw. Thou Sun, ſlid I, faire Light, 
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And thqu enlight'ad Earth, ſo-freſb and gay, 

Ye Hills-and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Pl aines. 
And yethat live and move, fair Creatures, tell, 
Tell, if yeſaw, how camel thus, how here ? 

Not of my felt; by ſome great Maker then, 

In goodneſs and in power preeminent 5 | 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 
From whom I. have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am bappier thenT know. 

While thusI call'd,and fray'd] knew not whither. 
From where [ firſt drew Aire; and firſt beheld 
This happie Light, when anfwer none return'd, 
On a green ſhadie Bank profuſe of Flours 
Penſive I fate me down; there gentle fleep 
Firſt found me, and with ſoft oppreſlion ſeis'd 
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My drouſed ſenſe, untroubl'd,' though I thought - 
I them was paſlipg to my farmer ſtate | 
Inſenſible, and forthwith to diſflolve : 
When ſuddenly ſtood at my Head a dream, 
Whoſe inward apparition gently mov'd 

My Fancy to believe I yet had being, 
Andlivd : One came, methought, of ſhape Divine, 
And ſaid, thy Manſion wants thee, Ada, riſe, 
Firſt Man, of Men innumerable ordain'd 

Firſt Father, call'd by thee I come thy Guide , 
To the Garden of bliſs, thy ſeat prepar'd. 

So ſaying, by the hand he took me rats'd, 

And over Fields and Waters, as in Aire 

Smooth ſliding without itep, laſt led me up 

A woodie Mountain; whole high top was plaine, 
A Circuit wide, enclos'd, with goodlieſt Trees 
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Planted, with Walks, and Bowers, that whatl ſaw | 
Of 
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Of Earth before fcarſe pleaſant ſeemd, Each Tree 

Load'o with faireſt Fruit, that bung to the Eye | 

Tempting, ſtirr'd in me ſudden appetite 

To pluck and eate 3 whereat I wak'd, and found 

Before mine Eyes all real, as the dream 

Had lively ſhadowd : Here had:new begun 

My wandring, had not hee, who was my Guide 

Up hither, from among the Trees appeer'd, 

Preſence Divine. Rejoycing, but with aw 

in adoration at his feet I tell 

Submiſs:he rear'd me,8& Whom thou ſoughtſt I am, 

Said mildely, Author of all this thou feeſt | 

Above, or round about thee or beneath. 

This Paradiſe 1 give thee, count it thine 

To Till and keep, and of the Fruitto eate * 

Of every Tres that in- the Garden growes 

Eate freely withglad heart; ifear here no dearth : 

But ofthe Tree whole operation brings 

Knowledg 'of good and ill, which I have ſet 

The Pledge of thy. Obedience and thy Faith, 

Amid the Garden by 'the Tree of Lite, - 

Remember what warne thee, ſhun to taſte, 

And ſhun the bitrtex conſequence :. for know, 

The day thou eat'ſtchereof, my ſole command 

Tranſgreſt, inevitably thou ſhalt dye 5 

Fromthat day-mortal, and this happie State | 

Shalt looſe, expell'd from hence into a World 

Of woe and ſorrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 

The rigid interdiction, which reſounds | 

Yet dreadful m mine care, though in my choice 

Not toincar; but ſoar his. cleer af; 

wade and gratious purpoſe thus is 
ot 
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Not onely theſe fair bounds, but all the Earth 
To thee and tothy Racel give; as Lords 
Poſleſs it, and all things that therein live, 

Or hve1n Sea, or Aire, Bealt, Fiſh, and Fowle. 
In Fgne whereof cach Bird and Beaſt behold 
After thirkindes ; I bring them to receave 
From thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtie 
With low ſubjeCGion 3 underſtand the ſame 

Of Fiſh within thir watry reſidence, 

Not hither ſummoad, fince they cannot change 
ThirElement todraw the thinner Aire. 

As thus he ſpake, each Bird and Beaſt behold 
Approaching twoand two, Theſe cowring low 
With blandiſhment, each Bird ſtoop'd on his wing. 
Inam'd them, as they paſs'd, and underſtood 
Thir Nature, with ſuch knowledg God endu'd 
Myſudden apprehenſion : but intheſe 

I found not what me thought I wanted till ; 
And to the Heav'ply viſionthus preſum'd. 

O by what Name, for thou above all theſe, 
Above mankinde, or aught then mankinde higher, 
Surpafleſt farr my naming, bow mayl 
Adore thee, Author of this Univerſe, 

And allthis good to man, for whoſe well being 
So amply, apd with hands ſo liberal 

Thou haſt provided all things :- but with mee 
[ ſee not- who: partakes. In Blicade 

What happineſs, who canenjoy alone, 


1Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 


Thus I preſumptuous; and the viſion bright, 
As with a ſmile more bright'ad, thus reph'd. 
What call'(t thou ſolitude, 1s not the Earth 


With 
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With various living creatures, and the Aire 
Repleniſht, and a)l theſe arthy command 
To come and play before thee, know'lt thou not 
Thir language and thir wayes, they alſo know, 
{And reaſon not contemptibly z with rheſe 
Find paſtime, and: beare rule; thy Realm is large. 
So ſpake the Univerſal Lord, and ſeem'd 
So ordering. I with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 
And humble deprecation thus repli'd. 

Let not my words offend thee, Heav'aly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I ſpeak, 
Haſt thou not made me here thy ſubſtitute, 
And:theſe inferiour farr beneath me ſet ? 
Among uncquals what focietie | 
'Can ſort, what harmonte or true delight ? 
|Which mult be tnutual, in prop6rtion due 
Giv'n and receiv d3 but in diſparitie 
;The one intenſe, the other (till remiſs 
Cannot well ſuite with either, but ſoon prove 
'Tediqus alike + Of | fellowſhip 1 ſpeak 
Such as I ſeek, fit topasticipate 
* [All rationa! delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human conſort ; they rejoyce 
'Each with thir kinde, Lion-with Ljoneſs; 
So fitly them in pairs:thou haſt combin'd 5" - 
Much leſs can Bird: with Beaft, cr Fiſh with Fowle 
So well converſe, nor withthe Ox the Ape; 
Worlſ then can Man'with Beaft, and leaft of all, 

W hereto th! Almighty anfwer'd,not difpleas'd. 
A nice and ſuttle:-happineſs't ſeen. 
'Thou to thy ſcelt propaſeſt; tnthechoice” 
Of thy-Alleciates, 4dazr, and wile taſte 
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No pleaſure, though in pleaſure, folitarie. 
What thiokſt thou then of mee, and this my State, 
Seem I to thee ſufficiently. poſleſt | 
Of happineſs, or not ? who am alone 
From all Eternitie, for none I know 
Second to mee or like, equal much lefs, 
How have I then with whom to hold converſe 
Sxve withthe Creatures which I made, and thoſe 
To me inferiour, infinite deſcents 
Beneath what other Creatures are to thee ? 

He ceas'd, Tlowly anſwer'd. To attaine 
The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes 
All human thoughts comeſhort, Supream of things; 
Thou in thy ſelf art perfet, and in thee 
Is no deficience found ; not ſois Man, 
But in degree, the caufe of his defire 
By converſation with hislike to help, 
Or ſolace his defets. No need that thou 
Should(t propagat, already infinite; 
And through al numbers abſolute, though One ; 
BrtMan bynumber is to manifeſt | 
His ſingle imperfeCtion , and beget 
Like of his like, his Image multipli'd, 
Inunitie defective, which requires 
Collateral love, and deereſt amitie. 
Thou in thy. ſecrefie although alone, 
Beſt with thy ſelf accompanied, ſeek'ft not 
Social communication, yet fo —_— 
Canſt raiſe thy Creature to what highth thou wilt 
Of Union or Communion, deifrd ; ' | E. 
I by converfingcannot theſe erott 


From prone, nor tathir wayes complacence find. 
: Thas 


Thus 1 embold'ad ſpake, and freedom us'd 
Permiſſive, and acceptance found, which gaia'd 
This anſwer from the gratious voice Divine. 
Thus farr to try thee, Adam, | was pleas'd, 
And finde thee knowing not of Beaſts alone, 
W hich thou haſt rightly nam'd, but of thy (elf, 
Expreſling well the fpirit within thee free , 
My Image, not imparted to the Brute, 
hole fellowſhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reaſun was thou freely ſhouldt diſlike, 
And be ſo minded ſtil}z I, ere thou ſpak'ſt, 
Knew it not good for Man 'to be alone, 
And no ſuch companie as then thou faw'(t 
latended thee, for trial onely brought, 
To ſee how thou could'ſt judge of fit and meet : 
W hat next I bring ſhall pleaſe thee, be aſſur'd, 
Thy likeneſs, thy fit help, thy other ſelf, 
Thy wiſh, exaQtly to thy hearts delire. 
Hee ended, or I heard no more, for now 
= earthly by bis Heav'aly overpowerd, 
hich it hed long ſtood under;ſtreindto the highth 
In that celeſtial Colloquie ſublime, 
As with an obje@ that excels the ſenſe, 
Dazl'd and ſpent, ſunk duwn, and fought repair 
Of ſleep, which inſtanely fell on me, call'd - 
{By Nature as in aide, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but op'n left the Cell 
Of Fancie my interral iight , by which 
AbſtraCt as in a tranſe methought I ſaw, 
Though ſleeping, where | lay, and faw the ſhape 
Still glorious betore whom awake t ſtood 3 
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| From thence a Rib, with cordial {pirits warme, 
And Life-blood' ſtreaming freſh.z| wide was the 
But ſuddenly with fleſh 11'd up & heal'd: (wound, 
The Ribhe tormd and faſhond with his hands ; 
Under his forming hands/a Creature grew, 
Manlike, but different (ex; ſo lovly faire, 

That what ſeemd fair ip all the World, feemd now 
Mean, or inher ſummd up, in her coataind 

And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 
Sweetneſs inta my heart, ynfelt before, 

And into all things fromher Aire inſpir'd 

The ſpirit of love and, amoruvs delight. 

She diſappeerd, and left. me dark, I wak'd 

To find her, or for everto deplore 

Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure : 
Whenout of hope, behold her, not farr off, 
Such as I ſaw her in mydream, adornd 

With what.all Earth or Heaven could beſtow 

To make her amiable : On ſhe came, 

Led by her Heav'nly Maker, though unſces, 

And guided by his voice, nor oniataread 

Of nuptial Sanitie and marriage Rites : 

Grace was in all her ſteps, Heav'n in her Eye, 
In-every geſture dignitie and, love. 

[I overjoyd could not forbear aloud, 

| This turn hath made amends 3 thou haſt fulf11'd 
|Thy wogds, Creator bounteous and benigne, 
{Giver of all things faire, but faireſt this 

Of all thy gifts, nor envieſt, I now ſee 

Bane of my Bone, Fleſbof my Fleſh, my Self. 
Before me; Woman is her Name, of Man 
Extracted 3 for thiscauſe he ſhall forgoe , 
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Father and: Mother, and to:his Wite adhere 5 

And they ſhall þe one Fleſh, one Heart, one Soule. 
She heard methus,and though divinely brought, 

Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeſtie, 

Her vertue and the couſcience of her ;worth, 

| That would be!wod'd; and not unſuught be won, 

Not obvious, not obtrufive, butretir'd, - | 

The njore deſirable, or to ſay all, 

Nature berYelf, though pure of ſinful thought, 

Wrought in her {o, that ſeeing me, ſhe turn'd ; 

I follow'd her, -ſhe what was Honour knew, - 

And with obſequious Majeftie approv'd - 

My pleaded-reaſon. To tbe Nuptial Bowre 

Led her bluſbing like the Morn; all Heav'n, 

And -happie Covſteljations on that haure., 

Shed thir (eleCteſt ibfluences the Earth 

Gave (ign of- gratulation, and each Hill; 

Joyous the Birds ; freſh Gales and gentle Aires 

Whiſper'd it tothe, Woods, and fromthir wings 

Flung Roſe, flung Qdours from the; ſpicie. Shrub, 

Diſporting, tillthe amorous Bird of Night 

Sung Spoulal,,and bid haſte the Eevning Starr 

On his Hill top, eo light the bridal Lamp. | 

Thus I havetold thee all myState, and brought 

My Storie to the ſum of earthly blifs. 

Whichl enjoy, and mult canfels to find 

In all things eKſe delight indeed, . but ſuch 

As us'd ornot, works io the mind no change, 

Nor vehement delire, theſe delicacies 

I mean of Taſte, Sight,Smel!, Herbs, Fruits, &Flours, 

Walks, and. the meladic. of Birdsz- but{þherg.. 


Farr otherwile, tranſpgred Lbehdld; - | 
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| Tranſported touch 3 here paſſion firſt I fele, 

 Commotion ſtrange, in all enjoymentselſe 

 Superiour and unmoy'd, here onely weake 

1170; Againſt the charm of Beauties powerful glance. 

| Or Nature faild in meg, and left fome part 

| Not proof enough ſuch Object roſuſtain, 

| Or from my hide fubduding, took perhaps 

More then enough 3 at leaſt on her beſtow'd 

Too much of Ornament, in outward ſhew 

Elaborate, of inward lefs exat, 

For well I underſtand in the prime end 

Of Nature her th” inferiour, 1 rhe mind 

And inward Faculties, which moſt excel], 

1130] [n outward alſo her reſembling lefs 

His Image who made both, and leſs expr 

The charaQter of that Dominion giv'n 

O're other Creatures; yet when approach 

Her lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeems 

And in her ſelf compleat, ſo well to'know 

Her own, that what ſhe wills to:do or ſay, 

'Szems wilſeſt, vertuouſeſt, diſcreeteſ?, beſt ; 

All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 

Degraded, Wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 

1190} Looſes diſcount'nanc't, and like folly ſhewes ; 

Authoritie and Reaſon on her waite, 

As one intended firſt, not after-made 

Occaſionally; andto conſummate all, 

Greatneſs of mind and nobleneſs thir ſeat 

Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 

About her, as a guard Angelic plac't.: - 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow. 
Accuſe not Nature, ſhe hath don her: part ; 
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Do thou but thine, and be not diſlident 

Of Wiſdom, ſhe deſerts thee not, if thou 
Diſmiſs not her, when molt thou need(t her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch . to things ; 

Leſs excellent, as thou thy ſelf perceav'lt. 

{For what admir'(t thou, what tranſports theeſo, 
An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 

I hy cheriſhing, thy honouring, and thy love, 
Not thy ſubjection,; weigh with her thy ſelf ; 

T hen value : Oft times nut hing profits more 


The more the will acknowledge thee her Head, 
JAnd to realities yeild alt Her ſhows 3 | 
Made ſo adorn for thy delight the more, 

1So awful, that with honour thou maiſt love: 

Thy mate, whoſees when thou art feen leaſt wiſe. 
But if the ſenſe of touch whereby mankiad 

[s propagated ſeem ſuch dear delight 

Beyond all other,  thinkthe ſame 'voutſaft: - - | 
To Cattel'and each Beaft 3' which would not be . 
To them made common & divulg'd, tfanghe 
Thereinenjoy'd were worthy to ſubdue | 
The Soule of Man, or- paſſioniin him move. 
Whar- higher in her ſocietiethow-find(d. ».| 
[AttraGtive, humatiratipnal, love fills i © 

in loving thou doft well, in paſſion nod, 
Wherem true Love conſiſts not'; love rcfines 
The thoughers, and heart enlarges, hath his ſeat 
In Reaſon; and is judicious, - 1sthei{cale: ii; | 
By which to heav'nly Love rhow mailſt aſceyd, 

ot ſunk in carnalpleaſure, for which cauſe 


Then ſelf-efteery, grounded on guſt and right | 
[Well manage? of that skillthe more thou know'(t, |, .. > 
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Among the Bealts'no Mate for thee was fqund. D 
To whom thus half abaſh't 4dam replid. 


| Neitlier her out-ſide formd ſo fair, nor aught 


[n procreation common to all kiades : +, 
(T hough higher: of the genial Bed by-far,- 
And\wuh myſterious: reverence [ deem) : 


| So much dehghts me, as thole graceful aQts, 


Thoſe thouſand decencies that daily flow . 
From all her words and ations, mixt with Lave - 
And ſweet: compliance; which declare unteign'd 
UnianofiMind,; or ia us both one: Soule 5 
Hirmonie to: behold .in. wedded pair. 
More grateful then harmonious/founditothe care. 
Yet theſe ſubjet nat 3 I tothee difcdole : 1 |: 
What inward:thence I feel, not therefore fqild, 
Who meet with: various objefts;;from the {enle 
Varioully reprefentings yet ſtill free | 
Approvethebelt, and follow what-l approve. 
To love thou blam'ſt me nat, for love thou ſaiſt 
Leads upto Heav'ogis both the way and guide 5 ..: 
Bear with imetheri; {if lawful what T aſk'3'. 1 1 
Love n6t the heay'nly Spirits, and how thir Love 
Expreſs they, by books onelyp ar do they inix _- 
[cradiance, virtual ar-immediate touch? © 4 5 
To whom the/Angel»yithatfmile.thatglow!'d.', 
Celeſtial roke red,- Loves:properhue} : : >: 150 / 
' Anſwer'd. . Let it ſufficechee rbat thou-know't 


| Us happie, and without Love no happine(s, 


W hateyer pare thou in the body.,enjoylt 1/1 - 


(And purethouwert created Joyvdl Eo ct 77 3.8 
'In emihenet, ahdobitacle; bridphovesd o7 dd. {47 yh 
[Of membrane, joynt, or Jimb, exchibtiye bargs:;-; 


Ea fier 
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Eaſier then Airwith Air, if Spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, Union of Pure with Pure 
Deſiring 3 nor reſtrain'd conveyance need 
As Fleſh to mix with Fleſh, or Sunl with Soul. 
But I -_ now no more ; the pants Sun a 
Beyond the Earths n and;verdant Illes 
_ erean ſets, _ nals Ae : hy 
Be ſtrong, live happie, and Tove, bur firſt of all 
Him whom to love igto,obey, and keep 
His great command 3 
Thy Judgement to daaught, which elſe free Will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy Sons 
The weal or woe.in theeis phac't ; beware. 
[ in thy perſevering ſhall rejoyce, 
And all the Bleſt : ſtand faſt ; to ſtand or fall 
Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies, 
Perfet within, no outward aid require 
And all temptation to tranſgreſs repel. 

So ſaying, he aroſe; whom Adam thus 
Follow d with benediQion. Since to part, 
Go heayenly Gueſt, Ethereal Meflenger,” 
Sent from whoſe ſovran goodneſs I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honour'd-eyer 
With grateful -Memorie : thou to mankind 
Be good.and ftiendly ftill, and oft return; 

So parted they, the Angel upto Heav'n 
From the thick ſhade, and Adam to his Bowre, 
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| Omore of talk where God of Angel 
| Gnelt 


| With Man, as with his Friebd, fami- 
| liay us'd/ 
To ry indulgent, and with: hin) 
' partake! 


\Venial iſcourſe unblam'd : 1 nbw maſt chance _ 
| Thoſe Notes toTragic ; [foul diftraſt, and bre6eh! | 
Difloyaton the art of Man, revble, >: 2 #131 6 
And diſobedirnce : On the part'of Heav'n 
Now alienated, diſtance and diſtaſte, -":"7 x 
| Angevand juſtrebuke, and judgement PE giv: "Y 
That brought into this World a world © 

Sinne and her ſhadow Death, and Miſerie 

[De tinge Sad. tip k, yet argument 
'Not leſs but more Heroic then the wrauth 


| Of 


YE” ed 


% # 


Ot ([tern-40h1iles on 'his Foe purſu'd 

[Thrice, Fugitive: about Trey Wall 5 or rage 
Of Turns tor Lavizia diſcipous'd, 

Or Neptun's ve or Juno's, that ſo long 

| Perpley'd, the: Greek 'and Egtheten's Sons 
116, an{weradle liyle 1: cam obtaing-!'- 
|Of my, Celeſtial Patrareſs, who deignes 
Her ry, ao vilietatioa unimplor'd, 

And dictates to me flumbring, orinfpires 
Ealig oy unpremeditated,, Verſe + 
Since firſt this Subjet for *Heroie Song' 
Pleas'd me long; chooling,: and beginning lates 
Not ſedulous by Nature to indite 

Warrs, hitherto the onely Argument 
Heroic deem'd, chief maittrie-to dille& 

| With long and tediqus havoc fabl'd: Knights 

| In Battels feign'd 3 the better fortitude 

| Of Patience and Heroic Martyrdom 

{Unlun z or to deſcribe Races and Games, 
Or tilting Furaiture,, emblazon'd Shields, 
[mpreſes quaint, Capariſons and Steeds; 
Baſes and tinſel Trappings, gorgious Knights 
Ar Jouult and Torneament 3 then marſhal'd Feaſt 
'Serv'd upia Hall with Sewers, and Sencſhals; 
|Theskill of Artifice or Office mean, 

[Not that which juſtly gives Heroic name 

'To Perſon or to Puem, Mee of theſe 

| Nor skilld ngGr {tedious, higher Argument 
{Remaines, lufncient of it ſelf to raile 

T hat. rarmg,. uatels an age, toodate, ar cold 
;Climar, or Years damp wy intended: wing 
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Not Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear. 

The San was funk, and after him the Starr 
Of Heſperws, whoſe Office is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, ſhort Arbiter 
Twixt Day:and+Night, and now from end to end 
Nights Hemiſphere! had veild the Horizon round : 
When $4tz# who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Edew, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On mans deſtruction, maugre what - 7 hap 
Of heavier on himſelf, tearleſs refurn'd. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight return'd 
From compaſling the Earth, cautious of day, 
Since Uriel Regent of the Sundeſcri'd 
His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim 
That kept thir watchzthence full of anguith driv'n, 
The ſpace of ſeven continu'd Nights he rode 
With darkneſs, thrice the Equinodctial Line 
Hecircl'd, four times croſs'd the Carr of Night 
From Pole to Pole, traverling each Colure ; 
On the eighth return'd, and on the Coaſt averſe 
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by ſtealth 
Found unſuſpeted way. There was a place, 
Now not,though Sin, not Time, firſt wraught the 
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradiſe . (change, 
[nto a Gult ſhot under ground, till part 
Roſe up a Fountain by the Tree of Life 5 
In with the River ſunk, and with it roſe 
Satan involv'd in rifing Miſt, then ſoughe 
Where to lie hid ; Sca he had ſcarcht and Land 
From Fden over Pontw, and the Poole 
Meotis, up beyond the River 06 ; 


Down- 
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Downward as farr Antarticz and in length 
Welt from Orontes to the Ocean barr'd 

At Darien, thence to the Land where flowes 
Ganges and Indw : thus the Orb he roam'd 
With narrow ſearch; and with infpeQtion deep 
Conhider'd every Creature, which of all 

Moſt opportune might ſerve his Wiles, and found 
The Serpent ſuttleſt Beaſt of all the Field. 

Him after long debate, irreſolute 

Of thoughts revolv'd, his final ſentence choſe 

Fit Veſlel, fitteſt Imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark ſuggeſtions hide 

From ſharpeſt ſight : for in the wilie Snake, 
Whatever fleights none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his wit and native ſuttletie 

Proceeding, which in other Beaſts obſerv'd 
Doubt might beget of Diabolic pow'r 

Active within beyond the ſenſe of brute, 

Thus he reſolv'd, but firſt from inward griefe 

His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour'd : 

O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if not preferr'd 
More juſtly,Seat worthier of Gods, as built 

With ſecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
For what God after better worſe would build ? 
Terreſtrial Heav'n, danc't round by other Heav'ns 
T hat ſhine, yet bear thir bright ofhcious Lamps, 


80 


er 
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Light above Light, for thee alone, as ſeems, 

In thee concentring all thir precious beams 

Of ſacred influence : As God in Heav'n 

[s Center, yet extends to all, ſo thou 
—_— receav'ſt from all thoſe Orbs z in thee, 


Not in themſelves, a}l this known vertue apperrs 
Pro- 
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{ Produthve in Hetb, Plant, and nobler birth 
Of Creatures animate with gradual life 
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Ot Growth, Senſe, Reaſon,all fumm'd up in Man. 


| With what delight could | have walkt thee round | 


It E could joy in aughr, ſweet interchange 
|Of Hill and Vallie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, | 
NowLand,now Sea,& Shores with Forreft crownd, 
Rocks, Dens, and Caves; but I ianone of theſe 
Find place or refuge; and the more I ice 
Pleaſures about me, ſo much more ] feel 
Torment within meas from the hateful Gege 
Of contraries ; all good to me becomes 
Bane,and infleav'n much worfe would bemy ſtate. 
But neither here ſeek 1, nonor in Heav'n 
| To dwell, unleſs by maiſtring Heav'ns Supreamez 
Nor hope to be my -felf leſs milcrable 
| By what I] ſeek, but others to-make ſuch 
As I, thougtrthereby worſe to me redound: 
| Fcronelyin deſtroying I finde caſe 


>| To my relcntleſs thoughts; and him deſtroyd, 


Or won to what may work his utter loſs, 

For whom all this was made, all this will ſoon 
Follow, as to him linke in weal or woe, 

[In wothenz that deſtruftion wide may range : 
[To mee ſhall be the gloric ſole among 

| The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr'd 
What he Almightie (tyl'd, fix Neghts and Doys 
Continu'd making, and who knows how long 
Before had bin contriving, though perhaps 


140 |Not longer then {ince | in one Night freed 


From fervituce inglorious welnigh hajt 
Th' Angelic Name, andthiancr left the throng 
Ot 
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| Of his adorers : hee to be aveng'd, 

nd to repaire his numbers thus impair'd, 
Vhether fuch vertue ſpent of vid now faild 
More ls to Create, if they atleaſt 
Are his Created or to ſpite us more, 
Determin'd to advance into our room | 
A Creature form'd of Earth, and him endow, 
Exalted from ſo baſe original, | 
| With Heav'nly ſpoils, our ſpoils : What he decreed 
'He effeQted; Man he made, and for him built 
\Magnificent this World, and Earth his ſeat, 
(Him Lord pronounc'd, and, O indignitie 
SubjeCted to his ſervice Angel wings, 
'An flaming Miniſters to watch and tend 
[Thir earthie Charge : Ot theſe the vigilance 
[I dread, and to elude, . thus wrapt in miſt 
 Otmidnight vapor glide obſcure, .and prie 
In every Buſh and Brake, where hap may finde 
The Serpent. ſleeping, in whole mazic foulds 
[To bige me, and the dark intent bring, 
'O foul deſcent ! that I whoerſt contended 
With Gods to kit the higheſt, am now conſtraind 
Intoa Beaſt, and mixt with beſtial (lime, 
This eſſence to incarnate and imbruze,. 

T hat tothe bight of Deitic aſpir'd; 

But whot will not Ambition and Revenge 
Deſcend to? who alpires mult down as low 

As high he ſoard; obnoxious firft ar laſt 
To hafeſt things. Revenge, at firſt though ſweet, 
Bitter ere Jong baek on it felt recoiles; v” 
Letits 1 _ not, ſo it light well aim'd, .. 
Siace higher I fall ſhort, on him who next, 
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(Of Heay'n, this Man of Clay, Son of deſpite, 


(From duſt : ſpite then with ſpite is beſt repaid. 


| Thir growing work : for much thir work outgrew 


Provokes my envie, this new Favorite 
Whom us the more to ſpite his Maker rais'd 


So ſaying,through cach Thicker Danck or Drie, 
Like a black miſt low creeping, he held on | 
His midnight ſearch, where boneſ} he might finde 
The Serpent : him faſt leeping ſoon he found 

In Labyrinth of many a —_ ſelf-rowld, 

His head the midſt, well ſtor'd with ſuttle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid Shade or diſmal Den, 

Not nocent yet, but on the grafſie Herbe 
Fearleſs unteard he [lept : in at his Mouth 

The Devil enterd, and bis brutal ſenſe, 

Jn heart or head, poſleſiing ſoon infpir'd 

With act intelligential ; but his ſleep 

Diſturbd nor, waiting cloſe th' approach of Morn. 
Now whenas ſacred Light began to dawne 

In Eder on the humid Flours, that breathd 

Thir morning Incenſe,when all things that breath, 
From th' Earths great Altar ſend up filent praiſe 
To the Creator, and his Noſtrils fl 

With gratefull Smell, forth came the human pair 
And joynd thir vocal Worſhip to the Quire 

Of Creatures wanting voice, that done, partake 
The ſeafon, prime for ſweeteſt Sents and Aires : 
Then commune how that day they beſt may ply 


The hands diſpatch of two Gardning ſo wide. 
And Eve firſt ro her Husband thus began. 
Adam, well may we labour (till to drefſ6 


| This Garden, till co tend Plant, Herb and Flour. 


Our 
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Our pleaſant task enjoyn'd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by reſtraint 5 what we by day 

Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 
One mght or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now adviſe 
Or hear what to my mind firſt thoughts preſent, 


Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where moſt needs, whether to wind! 
The, Woodbine round this Arbour, or dire 
Theclaſping Ivie where to climb, while 1 

[n yonder Spring of Roſes intermixt 

With Myrtle, find what to redreſs till Noon : 


Our task we chooſe, what wonder if (o near 
Looks intervene and {mjles, or object new 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits 
Our dayes work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of Supper comes unearn'd. 
To whom mild anſwer 4dam thus return'd. 

Sole Eve, Aſlociate ſole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living Cre «tures deare, | 
; Well haſt thou motion'd, wel thy thoughts imployd 
How we might beſt fulh!l che work which here 
(God hath aſtign'd us, nor of me ſhalt paſs | 
| Unprais'd : for nothing lovelier can be found | 
In woman, then to ſtudic houſhould good, 
And guod workes in her Hu»band to promote. 
[Yet not ſo ſtritly hath our Lord impos'd * 
{Labour, as to debbrr us when we need 
Refreſhment, whether tood, or talk between, 
Food of the mind, or this _— intercourſe | 
I Y : 
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For while ſo near each other thus all day 220 
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| Ot looks and ſmiles, ; far -finiles from Reaſon flow, | 
245 | To brutedeni'd, and are of Love the food, 


Love not the lowelt end of human life. 
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|Fcrnot to irkſom toile, but to delight 
| He made vs, and delight tg Reaſon joyn'd. (hands 
|[Thcle paths and Bowers. doubt not but gur joyut 
\ Will keep from Wilderneſs with caſe, as wide 


As we need walk, till ypunger hands ere long 
Ailiſt us ; But if much capyerle perhaps 
Thee fatiategto ſhort ablenceT cguld ygild, 
For ſolitude ſomtimes is beſt ſocictie; 

And ſhort retirement urges ſweet returne. 

But other doubt polleſies me, leaſt harm 
Befall thee ſever'd from me; tor thou knowſt 
What hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foe 
Envying our happineſs, and of his own 
Deſpairing, ſeeks to work us woe and ſhame 
By {]y aſſault 3 and ſomwhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, withgreedy hopeto find 
His wiſh and beſt advantage, as aſlunder, 
Hopeleſs to circumvent us joynd, where each 


260) To other ſpecdie aide might lend at need; 


Whether his firſt delign be to withdraw 
Our fealtic from God, or to dilturb 
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no bliſs 
Fnjoy'd by us excites his envie more 3 


|Or this, or worſe, leavenot the faithful fide 
That gave thee being, ſtil ſhadesthee and protetts, 


| 


[The Wife, where danger or diſhonour lurks, 
Safeſt and ſeemlicſt by her Husband ſtates, 
'Who guards her, or with her the worſt endures, 


| Towhomthe Virgin Majeſtic of Eve, 
As 


! 


| 
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As one who loves, and ſome unkindn<(s meets, 
With ſweet auſtetr compoſure thus reply'd. 
Ofspring of Heav'n and Earth,and all Exrth:Lord, | 
That ſuch an Enemie we have, who ſecks 
Our ruin, both by-thee informd 1 learne, 
|And from.the parting Angel over-heard 
As ina ſhadic nook | itood behind, 
_ then returnd at ſhut of Evening Flours. 
t that thou ſhouldſt my firmneſs therfore doubt 


e, wx 


To God orthee; becauſe we have a foe | 220 


May temptit, I expected not to hear. 
His violence thou fear(t not, being ſuch, | 
As wee, not Capable of death or paine, 

'Can either not receave, or can repell. 

His fraud is then thy fear, which olain inferrs 
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Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love | 


; Can by his fraud be ſhak'n or ſeduc't ; (breſt, | 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam, milsthought of her to thee ſodear ? 
| To whomwith healing words 4dewreply'd, 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Fve. 
| For ſuch thou art, from fin and blame entire : 

Not diftident of thee do diſluade 
Thy abſence from my fight, but to avoid 

Th' attempt it ſelf, intended by our Foe. 

For kce who tempts,though in vain,at leaſt aſperſes 


Not incorruptible of Faith, not proo 
Againſt temptation : thou thy ſelf with ſcorne 
And anger wouldſt reſent the offer'd wrong, 
Though ineficcual found : miſdeem not then, 
If ſuch affront I labour to avert 

Ff 2 From 
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| 
The tempted with diſhonour foiil, ſuppos'd | 
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'From thee alone, which on us both at once 


The Enemic, though bold, will hardly dare; 
Or daring, firſt on o-eeth' «fault ſhall lighr; 
Nor thou his malice and falſe guile conteinn ; 
Suttle he needs muſt be, whoeould ſeduce 
Angels, nor think ſuperfluous others aid, 
[ from the influence of thy-looks receave 
Acceſsin every Vertue, in thy ſight 
More wiſe, more watchful, ſtronger, if need were 
Of outward ſtrengthzwhile ſhame,thou looking on, 
Shame to be. overcome or over-reache 
Would utmoſt vigor-raiſe, and rais'd unite, 
Why ſhouldſt notthou like ſenſe within thee fee! 
Whenlam preſent, and thy trial chooſe 
With me, beſt witneſs of thy Vertue tri'd. 

So ſpake domeſtick 4dam 1n his care 
And Matrimonial Love, but Eve, who thought 
Leſs attributed to her Faith ſincere, 
Thus her reply with accentſweet renewd. 

If this be ourcondition, thus to dwell 
[n narrow-carcuit ſtrait'nd by a Foe, 
Suttle or violent, we not endu'd 
Single with like defence, wherever met, 
How are we happie, ſti! in fear of harm? 
Put harm precedes not fin : onely our Foe 
Temptivg aftronts us with his foul eſteem 
Of our integritie :_ his foul eſteeme : 
Sticks no diſhonor on our Front, but turns 
Foul on himſelf ;then wherfore ſhund or feard 
By us? who rather double honour gaine 
From his ſurmile:prov'd falſe, finde peace within, 
Favour from Heav'n, our witneſs from th' event. 

And 
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And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unaſlaid 
Alone, without exterior help ſuſtaind ? 
Let us not then ſuſpe@ our happie State 
Left ſoimperfet by the Maker w fe, 
As not ſecureto Gogle or combin'd. 
Fralle is our happineſs, if this be fo, 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd. 

To whom thus Adam fervently repli'd. 
O Woman, belt are all things asthe will 
Ot God ordaind them, his creating hand 
Nut hing imperfet or deficient left 
Of all that he Created, much leſs Man, 
Or.ought that might his happie State (ecure, 
Secure from outward furces within himfclt 
The dapger lies, yet lies within his power : 
Againſt his will he can receave no harime. 
But God left free the Will, for what obeyes 
Realon, is free, and Reaſon he. made right, 
But bid her well beware, and (till erect, 
Leaſt by ſome faire appecring good furpr>'d 
She didate falſe, and miſlinftorme the Will 
Todo what God expreſly hath forbid. 
Not then miltruſt, but render love enjoynes, 
That I ſhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me, 
Firm we ſubliſt, yet poſlible to (werve, 
Since Reaſon not impoſiibly may meet 
Some ſpecious objet by the Foe ſubornd, 
And fall into deception unaware, 
Not keeping ſtricteſt watch, as (he was warad. 
Seck not temptation then, which to avoide 
Were better, and moſt likelic if from wee 
Thou ſever not: Til will come unſougt r. 
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Wouldſtthou approve thy conltancie, approve 
Firſt thy obedicnce ; th' other whocan know, 
Not ſeeing thee attempted , who atteſt ? 

370 \ But if thou think, trial unſought may finde 

Us both ſecurer then thus warnd thou ſeemſt, 

Go 3 tor thy ſtay, not tree, abſents thee more z 
(Go 1n thy native innocence, relie 
On what thou haſt of vertue, ſummon all, 

For God towards thee hath done his part,do thine. 
| Solpakethe Patriarch of Mankinde, but Eve 
|Perliſted, yet ſubmiſs, though laſt, replr'd. 
| With thy permiſſion then, and thus forewarnd 
Chiefly by what thy own laſt reaſoning words 

3<0|Touchd onely, that our trial, when leaſt ſought, 

May finde us both perhaps farr leſs prepar'd, 
| 3s willinger I goe, nor much expect 
| A Foe ſo proud will firſt the weaker ſeek'; 

'So bent, the more ſhall ſhame him his repullſe, 
Thus ſaying, from her Husbands hand her hand 
Soft ſhe withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph lighe 
'Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's Traine, 
|Betook her tothe Groves, but Delia's (elf 

[n gate ſurpaſs'd and Goddefſs-like deporr, 
Though nor as ſhee with Bow and Quiver armd, 
But with ſuch Gardning Tools as Art yet rude, 
Guiltlefs of fire had formd, or Angels bronghe. 
| To Pales, or Pomona, thus adornd, 
| Likeſt ſhe ſeemd, Powone when ſhe fled 
\ Fertwmnus, or to Ceres in her Prime, 
[Yet Virgin of Froſerpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardetit look his Eye purſu'd © * 
Delighted , but deſiring more het ſtay. 
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Ott he to her his charge of quick returne | 
| Repeated, ſhee to him as oft engag'd 
| To be returnd by Noon amid the Bowre, 
| And all things in beſt order to invite 
| Noontide repaſt, or Afternoons repole. 
| O much deceay'd, much failing, haplets Eve, 
| Oi chy prefſumn'd return! event perverſe ! 
Thou never from that houre in Paradiſe 
Found(t either ſweet repalt, or ſound repoſe 
Such ambuſh hid amung ſweet Flours and Shades 
Waited with helliſh rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or ſend thee back 
Deſpoild of Innocence, of Faith, of Bliſs. | 
For now, and fince firſt break of dawne the Fiend, 
Meer Serpent in appearance, forth was come, 
And on his Queſt, where likelieſt he might finde | 
The onely two of Mankinde, but in them 
| The whole included Race, his purposd prey. 
[In Eowre and Field he ſought, where any tuft | 
| Of Grove or Garden-Plot more pleaſant lay, 
Thir tendance or Plantation for delight, 
' By Fountain or by ſhadie Rivulet 
He ſought them both, but wiſh'd his hap might find 
| Foe ſeparate, he with'd, but not with hope 
Of what (o ſeldom chanc'd, when to his wiſh, 
Beyond his hope, Eve leparate he ſpies, 
Veild in a Cloud of Fragrance, where ſhe ſtood, 
| Half (pi'd, ſothick the Roſes buſhing round 
| About her glowd, oft ſtooping to ſupport | 
' Each Flour of ſlender ſtalk, whoſe peed though 
| Carnation, Purple, Azure,or ſpect with Gold, (gay 
| Hung druoping unſuſtaind, them ſhe upſtaies 
| Gently 
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Of ſtatclieſt Covert, Cedar, Pine, or Palme, | 

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now fecn | 

Awong thick-wov'n Arborets and Flours | 

| Imborderd on each Bank, the hand of Fve : | 

Spot more delicious then thoſe Gardens feign'd | 

449, Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renownd | 

| Alcinows, hoſt of old Laeerter Son, 

| Or that, not Myſtic, where the Sapient King 

Held dalliance with his faire Egyptian Spoule. 
Much hce the Place admir'd, the Perſon more. 

| As one who long in populous City pent, 

| Where Houſes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire, 

| Forth iſſuing on a Sammers Morn to breathe 

| Among the pleaſant Villages and Farmes 

| Adjoynd, from-each thing met conceaves delight, 

450! The {mell of Grain, or tedded Grafs, or Kine, 

Or Dairic, each rural fight, each rural ſound; | 
[f chance with Nymphlike ſtep fair Virgin paſs, 
What pleaſing ſeemd, for her now pleafes more, | 

She moſt, and in her look ſumms all Delight. 

Such Pleaſure took the Serpent to behold 

T his Flourie Plat, the. ſweet receſs of Fve 
Thus earlic, thus alone 5 her Heav'nly forme | 
Angelic, but more ſoft, and Feminine, 

Her graceful Innocence, her every Aire | 

460] Of pom_e or leſt aftivn overawd | 

His Malice, and with rapine ſweet bereav'd 
His fierceneſs of the herce intent it brought : 


| 
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That ſpace the Evil one abſtracted ſtood 
From his own evil, and for the time remaind 
Stupidly good, of cenmitie difarm'd, 
Of guilc, of hate, of envie, of revenge 3 
But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes, 
Though in mid Heav'n, foon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he tces 
Ot pleaſure not for him ordain'd : then ſoon 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of miſchief, gratulating, thus excites, | 
Thoughts,whither have ye led me, with what 
|Compulſion thus tranſported to forget _ 
| What hither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope 
'Of Paradiſe tor Hell, hope hereto taſte 
{Of pleaſure, but all pleafure to deſtroy, 
' Save what is in deſtroying, other joy 
[To me is loft. T hen let me not let paſs | 
Occaſion which now ſmiles, behold alone 
{The Woman, opportune to all attempts, 
Her Husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
| Whole higher intellectual more [ ſhun, 
| And ſtrength, of courage hautie, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreſtrial mould , 
Foe not intormidable, exempt from wound, 
I not; fo much hath Hell debas'd, and paine 
Infeebl'd me, to what I was in Heav'n. 
'Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods, 


Not terrible, though terrour be in Love | 490 


| And beautie, not approachr by ſtronger hate, | 
| Hate ſtronger, under ſhew of Love well feign'd, - 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. | 
So ſpake the Enemie of Mankind, enclos'd 
Ge In 
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[In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward Eve * 
Addreſs'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as fince, but on his reare, 
Circular baſe of riſing foulds,that tour'd 

Fould above fould a ſurging Maze, his Head 
Crehed aloft, and Carbuncle his Eyes; 

With burniſht Neck of verdant Gold, erect 
Amidſt his circling Spires, that on the graſs 
Floted redundant : pleafing was his ſhape, 
And lovely, never fince of Serpent kind 
Lovelier, not thoſe that in 1Zyria chang'd 
Hermione and Cadmaws, or the God 

in Epidauwrws; nor to which transformd 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was (een, 

Hee with 0/zmpiss, this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rowe. Wirth tract oblique 
At firſt, as one who ſought accels, but feard 
To interrupt, ſide-long he works his way. 

As when a Ship by skilful Stearſman wrought 
Nigh Rivers mouth or Forcland, where the Wind 
Veres off, as oft fo ſteers, and ſhifts her Saile ; 
So varied hee, and of-his tortudus T raine 
Curld many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, 
To lure herEye; ſhee buſted heard the ſound 
Ot ruſling Leaves, but minded not, as us'd 

To ſuch diſport before her through the Field, 
From every Beaſt, more duteous at her call, 
Then at Circean call the Herd dilſguis'd. 

Hee boulder now, uncall'd before her (ſtood ; 
But as in gaze admiring - Oft he bowd 

His turret Creſt, and ſleck enamel'd Neck, 
Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon ſhe trod. 


His 
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His gentle dumb expreſſion turad at length 
The Eye of Eve to mark his plays he glad 

Of her attention gaind, wich Serpent Tongue 
Organic, or impulſe of vocal Air, 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, ſuvran Miſtreſs, if perhaps 
Thou canſt, who art ſole Wonder, much leſs arm 
Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildneſs, with diſdain, 
Diſpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Infatiate, I thus ſingle, nor have feard 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. 

Faireſt reſemblance ofthy Maker faire, 

Thee all thinþs living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy Celeſtial Beautie adore 

With raviſhment beheld, there beſt beheld 

W here univerſally admird ; bur here 

In this encloſure wild, theſe Bealts among, 
Beholders rude, and ſhallow to diſcerne 

Half what in thee 1s fair, one man except, 

Who ſees thee? (and what is one?) who ſhouldſt be 
A Goddeſs amung Gods, ador'd and lery'd (ſeen 
By Angels numberleſs, thy daily Train, | 

So gloz'd the Tempter, and his Proem tun'd ; 
Intothe Heart of Eve his words made way, 


330 


Though at the voice much marveling ; at length 
Not unamaz'd ſhe thus in anſwer ſpake. 
| What may this mean?Language of Man prononnc't 
' By Tongue of Brute, and human ſenſe expreſt ? 
The firſt at leſt of theſe I thought deni'd 
| To Beaſts, whom God on thir Creation-Day 
Created muteto all articulat ſound ; 
The latter I demurre, for inthir looks 

Gg 2 Much 
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Much reaſon, and inthir ations oft appeers. 
560} 


How cam'ſt thou ſpeakable of mute, and how 
' To me fo friendly grown above the reſt 


390 


Thee, Serpent, ſuttleſt beaſt of all the field 
l knew, but not with human voice endu'd ; 
Redouble then this miracle, and ſay, 


Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight ? 
Say, tor ſuch wonder claims attention due. 

To whom the guiletul Tempter thus reply'd. 
Empreſs of this fair World, reſplendent Eve, 
Eaſie to mee it is to tell thee all 
What thou commandſt, and right thou ſhouldſt be 
I was at firſt as other Beaſts that graze (obeyd: 
The trodden Herb, of abject thoughts and low, 

As was my food, nor aught but food diſcern'd 

Or Sex, and apprehended nothing high : 

Till on a day roaving the field, I chanc'd 

A goodly Tree farr diſtant to behold 

Loaden with fruit of faireſt colours mixt, 

Ruddie and Gold : I nearer drew to gaze 3 | 

When from the boughes a ſavorie odour blow'n, | 

Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my ſenſe | 

Then {mell of ſweeteſt Fene], or the Teats | 

Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn, 

Unſuckt of Lamb or Kid, that tend thir play. 

To fatisfie the ſharp deſire I had 

Of taſting thoſe fair Apples, I refolv'd 

Not to deterr 5 hunger and thirſt at once, 

Powerful perſwaders, :quick nd at the ſcent 

Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me ſo keene, 

About the Mothe Trunk I wound me foon, 

For high from ground the branches would require 
Thy 
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Thy utmoſt reach or Adams + Round the Tree 
All other Beaſts that ſaw, with like delire 
Longing and envying ſtood, but could not reach. 
Amid the Tree now got, where plentie hung 
Tewmpting ſo nigh, to pluck and eat my hill 

[ ſpar'd not, for ſuth pleaſuretillthat hour 

At Feed or Fountain never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceave 
OfRes alteration 1n me, to degree 


Of Reaſon in my inward Powers, and Speech 
Wanted not long, though to this ſhape retaind, 
T henceforth to Speculations high or deep 
I turnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Conliderd all things viſible in Heay'n, 
Or Earth, or-Middle, all things fair and good; 
But all that fair and good in thy Divine | 
Semblance, and in thy Beauties heav'nly Ray 
United Ibeheld ; no Fair to thine 
Equivalent orſecond, which compel'd 
Mee thus, though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worſhip thee of right declar'd 
Sovran of Creatures, univerſal Dame. 

So talk'd the ſpirited fly Snake; and Fve 
Yet more aman's awards thus reply'd. 

Serpent, thy overprailing leaves in doubt 
The vertue of that Fruit, in thee firſt prov'd : 
'But ſay, where'grows the Tree, from hence how 
'For many are the Trees of God that grow (far ? 
|[n Paradiſe, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in ſuch abundance lies our choice, 
As leaves a greater ſtore of Fruit untoucher,' 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
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Grow upto thir proviſion, and more hands 
wm to diſburden Nature of her Bearth. 
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o whom the wilie Adder, blithe and glad. 
Empreſs, the way is readie, and not long, 
Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Flat, 
Faſt bya Fountain, one ſmall Thicket paſt 
Of blowirg Myrrh and Balme; if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither ſoon, 
Lead then, ſaid Eve. Hee leading ſwiftly rowld 
In tangles, and make jatricate ſeem ſtrait, 
To miſchief {wift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Bright'os his Creſt, as when a wandring Fire 
Compact of antuous vapor, which the Night 
Condenſes, and the cold iavirons round, 
Kindl'd through agitation to a Flame, 
W hich oft, they ſay, ſome evil Spirit attends, 
Hovering and blazing with deluſtve Light, 
Miſſeads th' amaz'd Night-wandererfrom his way 
To Boggs and Mires,& oft through Pond or Poole, 
There ({wallow'd up and loſt, from ſuccour farr. 
So gliſter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree | 
Of prohibuiion, root of all our woe z 
Which when ſhe ſaw, thus to her guide ſhe ſpake. 
Serpent,we might have ſpar'd our coming hither, 
Fruitleſs to me, though Fruit be here to exceſs, 
The credit of whole vertue reſt with thee, 
Wondrous indeed, if cauſe of ſuch effeds. 
But of this Tree we may not taſte nor touch ; 
God ſocommanded, and left that Command 
Sole Daughter of his voice; the reſt,we live 
Law to our ſelves, our Realonis our Law. 


To 


To whom the Tempter guiletully repli'd, 
Indeed ? hath God then ſaid that of the Fruit 
| Of all theſe Garden Trees ye ſhall not eate, 
Yet Lords declar'd of all in Earth or Aire? 

To whom thus Eve yet linlels. Of the Fruit 
Of each Tree in the Garden we may eate, 

But of the Fruit of this fair Tree amidſt 

The Garden, God hath ſaid, Ye [hall nut eate 
Thereof, nor ſhall ye touch it, leaſt ye die. (bold 
| She ſcarſe had ſaid,though brief,when now imore 
The Tempter, but with ſhew of Zeale and Love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, 

New part puts on, and 2s tO paſſion mov'd, 
Fluctuats diſturbd, yet comely, and in act 
Rais'd, as of ſom great matter to begin, 

As when of old ſom Orator renound 

In Athens or free Reme, where Eloquence 
Flouriſhd, ſince mute, to ſum great caule acdrefſi 
Stood in himſelf collected, while each parr, 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue, 
Sontimes in highth began, as no delay 

Of Preface broouking through his Zeal of Right, 


So ſtanding, moving, or to highth upgrown 
The Tempter all impaſliond thus began. 

O Sacred, Wile, and Wiſdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of Science, Now I feel thy Power 
Within me cleere, not onely to dilcerne 
Things in thir Cautes, but to trace the wayes 
Of higheſt Agents, deemd huwever wile, 
Queen of this Univerſe, doe not believe 
[Thoſe rigid threats of Death; ye ſhall not Die : 


How ſhould ye? by the Fruit ? it gives you Life 
| To 


| 
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| As they, participating God-like food ? 
| 
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'1To Knowledge? By the Threatner, look on mee, 
| Mee who have touch'd and taſted, yet both live, 
' And life more perfet have attaind then Fate 


90] Meant mee, by ventring higher then iy Lot. 


| Shall that be ſhut to Man, which tothe Beaſt 

'Is open ? -or will God incenſe his ire 

'For ſuch a petty Treſpaſs, and not praiſe 
Rather your dauntleſs vertue, whom the pain 

' Of Death denounc't, whatever thing Death be, 

| Deterrd not from atchieving what might leade 
To happier life, knowledge of Good and Evil; 
Of good, how juſt 2? of evil, if what is evil 

| Bereal, why not known, ſince eaſter ſhunnd ? 


706 | God therefore cannct hurt ye, and be jultz 


Not juſt, not God 4 'not feard then, nor obeid. : 
| Four feare it ſelf of Death removes the feare. 

| Why then was this forbid 2 Why but to awe, 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 

| His worſhippers ; he knows that in the day 

Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that ſeem ſo cleere, 
Yet are but dim, ſhall perfetly be then 

Op'nd and cleerd, and ye ſhall be as Gods, 

That e both Good and Evil as they know, 


That ye ſhould be as Gods, ſince I as Man, 

Internal Man, is but proportion meet, 

[ of brute human, yee of human Gods. 

So ye ſhall die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on Gods, death to be wiſht, (bring. 


- \Though threat'nd, which no worſe then this can 


And what are Gods that Man may not become 


The Gods are firſt, and that advantage uſe pr 
a 
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On our belief, that all from them proceeds z 


arm'd by the Sun, producing every kind, 
Them nothing : If they all things, who enclos'd 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in this Tree, 
That whoſo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
[Wiſdom without their leave 2 and wherein lies 
Th' offence,that Man ſhould thus attain to know ? 
Whatcan your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree 
Impart againſt his will 1f all be his ? 
Or is it envie, and can envie dwell 
In heav'aly breſts? theſe, theſe and many more 
Cauſes import your need of this fair Fruit, 
Goddefs humane , reachthen, and freely taſte, 

He ended, and his words replete with guile 
Into her heart too eafie entrance won : 
Fixt on the Fruit ſhe gaz'd, which to behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the ſound 
Yet rung of his perſwaſive words, impregn'd 
With Reaſon, to her ſeeming, and with Truth ; 
Meanwhile the hour of Noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager _ rais'd by theſmell 

ort 
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C—_ it, for this fair Earth I ſee, . | 720 


So ſavorie of that Fruit, which with defire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taſte, 

Sollicited her longing eye ; yet firſt 

Pauſing a while, thus to her ſelf ſhe mus'd. 

Great are thy Vertues, doubtleſs, beſt of Fruits, 
Though kept from Man, & worthy to be admir'd 
Whoſe taſte, too long forborn, at firſt aſſay 
Gave elocution tothe mute, and taught 

The Tongue not made for Speech to ſpeak th 
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Thy praiſe hee alſo who forbids thy uſe, (praiſe:} 550 
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'Ot Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil; 
| Forbids us then to taſte, but his torbidding 


| By thee communicated, and our want : 
For good unknown, ſure is not had, or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
[ln plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wile? 
760|Such prohibitions binde not. But if Death 
Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom? Inthe day weeate 
Of this fair Fruit, our doom is, we ſhall die. 
How dies the Serpenc 2 hee hath eat'n and lives, 
| And knows,and ſpeaks, and reaſons, and diſcernes, 
| Irrational till then. For us alone 
| Was death invented? or to us deni'd 
This intelleual food, for beaſts reſerv'd ? 
| For Beaſts it ſeems: yet that one Beaſt which firſt 
770 Hath taſted, envies not, but brings with joy 
The good befall'n him, Author unſuſpett, 
| Friendly to man, farr from deceit or guile. 
| What fear I then, rather what know to feare 
' Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, 
Of God or Death, of Law or Penaltie ? 
| Here grows the Cure-of all, this Fruit Divine, 
Fair tothe Eye, inviting to the Taſte, 
'Of vertue to make wiſe : what hinders then 
[Toreach, atdfeed at once both Bodie and Mind ? 
780| So ſaying; ber raſh hand in ewil hour 
orth reaching to the'Fruit, the pluck'd, ſhe eat : 
| rth felt the wound, and Nfure from het ſeat 


| Commends thee more, wile it inferrs the good 


. Sighing| 


| 
[ 
| 


| 
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Sighing through all her Works gave ſigns of woe, 
That all was loſt. Back to the Thicket flunk 
The guiltie Serpent, and well might, for Eve 
Intent now wholly on her taſte, naught elſe 
;Regarded, ſuch delight till then, as ſeemd, 
In Fruit ſhe nevertaſted, whether true 
Or fanfied ſo, through expeation high 
Greedily (be ingorg'd without reſtraint, 
| And knew not eating Death : Satiate at length, 
[And hight'nd as with Wine, jocond and boon, 
Thus to her (elf ſhe pleafingly began. 

O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees 
In Paradiſe, of operation bleſt 
To Sapience, hitherto obſcur'd, infam'd, 
And thy fair Fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without Song, each Morning, and due praiſe 
'Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden w_ 
'Of thy full branches offer'd free to all ; 
;Till dieted by thee I grow mature 
'In knowledge,as the Gods who all things know 3 
Though others envie what they cannot give; 
For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, nextto thee I owe, 
Beſt guide ; not following thee, I had: remaind 
In ignorance, thou op'nſt Wifdoms way, 
And giv'(t acceſs, though ſecret ſhe retire. 
And 1 perhaps any ſecret 3 Heav'nls high, 
'High and remote to ſee fromthence diſtin 
Each thing on Earth ; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 


Of knowledg,nor wasGod-head from her thought, 
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Our great Forbidder, ſafe with all his Spics 
About him. But to Adam in what ſort 
ShallI appeer# ſhallLto him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happineſs with mee, or rather not, 

But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 
Without Copartner ? ſo to add what wants 
In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love, 
And render me more equa}, and perhaps, 
A thing not undeſireable, ſomtime 
Superior for inferior who is free ? 

This may be wel] : but what if God have ſeen, 
And Death enſue?- then I ſhall be no more, 
And Adam wedded to another Eve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct; 


JA death to think, Confirm'd then I reſolve, 


Adam (hall ſhare with me in bliſs or woe : 
So dear Llove him, that with him all deaths 
[ could endure, without him live no life, 

So ſaying, from the Tree her ſtep ſhe turnd, 
But firſt low Reverence don, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whoſe preſence had infus'd 
Iato the plant ſciential ſap, deriv'd 
From Nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while 
Waiting delirous her return, had wove 


340(Ofchoiceſt Flours a Garland to adorne 


Her Treſles, and her rural labours crown 

As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveſt Queen. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace m herreturn, fo long delay'd ; 

Yet oft his heart, divine of ſomthing ill, 

| Miſgave him 3 hee the faultring meaſure felt ; 
| 


And 
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And forth to meet her went, the way ſhe took 

That Morn when firſt they parted ; bs the Tree 

Of Knowledge he muſt paſs, there he her met, 

Scarſe from the Tree _— in her hand 

A bough of faireſt fruit that downie ſmil'd, 

New yatherd, and ambroſial ſmell diffus'd- 

To him ſhe haſted, in her face excuſe 

Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt, 

Which with bland words at will ſhe thus addreſt. . 
Haſt thou not wonderd, Adam, at my (tay? 

Thee I have miſst, and thought it long, depriv'd 

Thy preſence, agonie of love till now , 

Not felt, nor ſhall be twice, for never more 

Mean Ito trie, what raſh untri'd I ſought, 

The paine of abſence from thy fight. But ſtrange 

Hath bin the cauſe, and wonderfulto heare : 

This Tree isnot as we are told, a Tree 

Of danger taſted, nor to evil unknown 

Op'ning the way, but of Divine effect 

To open Eyes, and make them Gods who taſte 

And hath bin taſted ſuch : the Serpent wile, 

Or not reſtraind as wee, or not obeying, 

Hath eat'n of the fruit, and is become, 

Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth 

Endu'd with human voice and human ſenſe, 

Reaſoning to admiration, and with mee 

Perſwaſively hath ſo prevaild, that I 

Have alſo taſted, and have alſo found 

Th' effedts tocorreſpond, opener mine Eyes, 

Dimm erſt, dilated Spirits, ampler Heart, 

And growingup to Godhead 3 which for thee 

Mis IL ſought, without thee can deſpiſe. 
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For bliſs, as thou haſt part, to me is bliſs, 
'Tedious, unſhar'd with thee, and odious ſoon. 
| Thou therfore alſo taſte, that equal Lot 
| May joyne us, equal Joy, as equal Love; 
| Leaſt thou not taſting , different degree 
Disjoyhe us, and I then too Jate renounce 
Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permit. 
Thus Eve with Countnance blithe her ſtorie told; 
Butin her Cheek diſtemper fluſhing glowd. 
On th' other fide, 4daw, ſoon as he heard 
The fatal Treſpaſs don by Eve, amaz'd, 
Aſtonied ſtood and Blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his vgins, and all his joynts relax'd ; 
From his flack hand the Garland wreath'd for Eve 
Down drop'd, and all the faded Roſesſhed : 
Speechleſs he ſtood and pale, till thus at length 
Firſt to himſelf he inward filence broke. 
O faireſt of Creation, laſt and beſt 
Of all Gods Works, Creature in whom excell'd 
W hatever canto ſight or thought be formd, | 
Holy, divine, —_ amiable, or ſweet ! 
How art thou loſt, how on a ſudden loſt, 
Defac't, deflourd, and now to Death devote? 
Rather how haſt thou yeelded to tranſgreſs 
The ſtrict forbiddance, how to violate 
The ſacred Fruit forbidd'n! ſom curſed fraud 
Of Encmie hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown, 


And mee with thee hath ruind, for with thee 

Certain my reſolution is to Die; | 
How can I live without thee, how' forgoe | 
Thy ſweet Converſe and Love fo dearly joyn'd , | 
Tolive again inthefe'wilde Woods forlorn ? '| 


Should 


— 
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Should God create another Eve, and | 
Another Ribafford, yet luls of thee 

Would never from my heart 3 no no, I feel 
The Link of Nature draw me : Fleſh of Fleſh, 
Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy State 
| Mine never ſhall be parted, bliſs or woe. 

So having ſaid, as one from ſad diſmay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts diſturbd 
Submitting to what ſeemd remedilels , 

Thus in calme mood his Words to Eve heturnd. | 920 

Bold deed thou haſt preſum'd, adventrous Eve, 
And peril great preovok't, who thus haſt dard 
Had it bin onely coveting to Eye 
That ſacred Fruit, ſacred to abſtinence, 

Much more to taſte it under banne to tuuch. | 
But paſt whocan recal}, or don undoe ? 
Not God Omnipotent, not Fate, yet ſo 
Perhaps thou thalt not Die, perhaps the Fact | 
Is not ſo hainous now, forctaſted Fruit, 


Profan'd firſt-by the Serpent, by him firlt 

Made common and unhallowd ere our taſte; 

Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives, 

Lives, as thou faid(ſt, and gaines to live as Man | 

Higher degree of Life, inducement ſtrong | 

To us, as likely taſting to attaine | 

Proportional aſcent, which cannot be | 

But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods, | 

Nor.can I think that God, Creator wile, 

Though threatnivng, will in earneſt ſo deſtroy | 

Us his prime Creatures, dignifi' fo high, | 940" 

Set over all his Works, which in our Fall, He 

For us created, needs with us muſt faite; © - | | 
Dependent! 
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Dependent made; ſo God {hall uncreate, 

Be fruſtrate, do, undo, and labour looſe, 

Not well conceav'd of Gud,who though his Power 

Creation could repeate, yet would be loath 

Us to abulifh, leaſt the Adverſary 

Triumph and fay ; Fickle their State whom God 

Moſt Favors, who can pleaſe him long? Mee firſt 

He ruind,now Mankind ; whom will he next ? 

| Matter of ſcorne, not to be given the Foe, 

However I with thee have fixt my Lot, 

Certain to undergoe like doom, it Death 

Conſort with thee, Death is to mee as Life ; 

So forcible within my heart I feel 

The Bond of Nature draw me to my owne, 

My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; 

|Our State'cannot be ſeverd, weare one, 

One Fleſh; to looſe thee were to looſe my ſelf. 
So Adam, and thus Eve to him repli'd, 

O glorious trial of exceeding Love, 

[lluſtriqus evidence, example high ! 

[ogaging me to emulate, but ſhort 

Of thy perfection, how ſhall I attaine, 

Adam, from whoſe deare (ide I boaſt me ſprung, 

And gladly of our Union heare thee ſpeak, 

One Heart, one Soul in bothz ns prooff 

This day affords, declaring thee reſolvd, 

Rather thenDeath or aught thenDeath more dread 

Shall ſeparate us, linkt 1n Love ſo deare, 

[To undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime, 

If any be, of taſting this fair Fruit, 

Whoſe vertue, tor of good (till good proceeds, 

Direct, or by occaſion hath preſented 

| This 
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This happie trial of thy, Love, which:olſe'+ 
So eminently never had bia-known.// | 
Were it I thought Death menac't would enſue 
This my attempt, I would ſuſtain alone 

The warlt, and not perſwadetbee, rat ber dic 
Deſerted, then oblige thee withia- fact: | 
Pernicious to thy Peace,! chiefly aflur'd''- *; 
Remarkably ſo late of thy: ſo-true; | 

So faithful Love unequald 3 but'T feel 

Farr otherwiſe th' event, not: Death, but-Life 
Taſte ſo Divine, that what of ſweet before. 

On my experience, Adam, freely taſte, 

And fear of Death deljver to the Windes. , 

| So ſaying, ſhe embrac'd him, 'and for joy | 
[Tender] y wept, much, won that he his Love 

Had ſo enobl'd, as of choice to incurr 

Divine diſpleaſure for her ſake, or Death. 

In recompence- (for ſuch compliance bad: 

Such recompence beſt merits) from the bough 
She gave him of that fair enticing Fruit | 

[With liberal hand ; he ſcrupl'd not tocat 
Againſt his better knowledge, nbt deceay'd, 

But fondly overcome: with Femal charm.” V; 


In pangs, and Nature; gave 2 ſecond groan, 
Skie lowr'd,and muttering Thurider,ſom ſad drops 
Wept at compleating of the mortalSin 

Original 3; while "4dewvtook, no thought, L 
Eating his Gil, non,Eve to iterate | 


| 
, 


[-:; 
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Her former treſpaſs fear'd, the more t9-ſoothe 
I 1 Him 


Hath toucht my ſenſe, flat ſeems to this,and harſh, 


—» a> nt Eyes, new Hopes, ! new. Joes, | 


| 


' 


| 


| 


' 


| 
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| 
Earth trembl'd from her enttails, as again.” - '/\'// 10c0 


| 
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Him with her'lov'd ſoojetis, that 'now 
As with new Wineinmoxicated both 
They (wimin-mirth, and fanſie thap they feel 


10:0 | Divinifte within them breeding _ 
W herewith toiſcortvthe Earth; but that falſe Fruit 


{ Farr other operation firſt: difplaid, 

Carnal deſire eoflaniing;- hoo on:Bve 

Began to caſt Jaſcivioux Eyes, ſhe him 

As wantonly repaid! in Laſtthey burne - 

Till Ad avs chius ?gan Bve ta dalliance-move. 
Eve, now 1 fee chouwart exatt of taſte, 

And elegant, of-Supienceino ſmall pare, 

Since to each moaning ſavourwe apply, 

>| And Palate call judicious y' Fthe-praiſe 

Yeild thee, ſo-well this day thou- Halt purvey'd. 


True reliſh, taſting ; i6fuch pleaſure be 

[n things to us forbidden, it might be wiſh'd,. 
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten. 
But come, ſo well vefreſtr; row letius play, 
As meet is, after ſuch delicious Fare; 

For never did thy Beautie (ince the day 


1030] 1 ſaw theefirſt and wedded thee, adorn'd 


With all perfeGtions; fo:enftame my ſenſe 

With ardorto enjoy thee, fairer riow 

Then ever, bountic of this vertuous Tree. 
So ſaid he, and forborg net glance or toy 

Of amorous intent, well underſtood 

Of Eve, whoſpBye darted contagious Fire, 

Her hand he ſcis'd, and'to a ſhadie bank 

Thick overhead wit verdant roof imbdwr'd 


Much pleaſure we have loſt, white:we abſtain'd 
From this delightful Fruit, ' nor known til now 


He 


— 
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He led her nethmgloarhsF lots were the Conch, 
Panſies, and Vioters, and Afphodel, 
And Hyacinth, Earths Froſhieſ foftet = 
ge anos thir fifl of Love and Loves difport 
Took largely,of thirmntuzl guilt'tke Seate, 
The ſolece of thir fin, rM'dewitfiedp.- /5' 
Oppreſs'd them, wearted with thir *rhatous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacions Fruit, 
That with Cob Tot r bland + | 
About thir ſpirits - bn + meet 
Made erre; | inning. oo Wand gtefler 
Bred'of unkindly fames cla comfeions Giddes' 
Encumberd; now hed left ther, p thi roſe 
As from unreſt;ard rach th& Ot 

wh t mis 


tow dung yh tar ye 


How dark” 
Hadſhadow's themF Lon Know int was gon, 
Juſt confidence, nid trarlve Hghtecatſhels, 

And honour from abowt them, naked lefr 

To guiltic ſhame hee cover” d, bur his Robe 
Uncover'd niore/-So'rolt the Punite ſtrovg 
Herculean Swanſon from the Harlot- 
Of rhiliflearn Dalikeh, arid wak'd 
Sborn of his Rirength, They deſtirute and bare 
 Ofdllthir verrue :- flen,  and'in face 
'Confounded long they Cate: avſtruck'n wiite, 
Till Adaw, though not lefs "ther Foe »boſhe, * 
Atlength-gave ntteranceto thefe words conſtraind. 

O For, mevilkour then diet give cere 

To thie fille Warm, if v (gevet taught 
| To counterFet Mirs voice: tric in'obr Fall, 


ian in our promis'd Riſing 5 fince out Eyes 
Ii 2 O7nc 
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Op ad we fas d, and find we know : /..,; 
and Evil, Good loſt, and Evil got , 
7 Fruit of Knowled | if this] be to know, 


Which leaves us na thus, of Honour void, 
'Of lac e, at, Faith, of Pauritie, 
| Ourw wonted Ornaments now ſoild and ſtaind, 
Andi Faces evident the ſignes 
' Of foul concupiſcence 3 whence evil ſtore 5 
Even ſhame, t} lfiok evils; of the firſt 
w {hall I behold the face 
jpmry ny 4 or & Lt bh jon 
y ſhapes 


| Wil Garin ah Foal To thi blaze 
aÞiy ar [A 


| taſullerahl 


rg mbere ig] ods ampenetrable 

| To Starr or, iperemigh lt We thir pod arc broad, 
[And browa as Krening: Cayer me ye. Pines, 

[Ye Cedars, with innumerable yt aL 


90 Hide me, where Lomay 


But Ict ws naw, as in bad pge, dev Bet, 
| What beſt may fur the preſent ſerve to kide 
;The Parts of each from other,that ſeem moſt 
To ſhame obnoxions, , aft nleemlicſt ſeen, , 
Some ky ree whole; broad lmaoth Leaves together 
'And p our loyns, may coves round. (lowd, 
[Bhole le Parth that.this new commer, Shame, 
_— & wot okay % as unclean. | 
So counle) A together Wont © / ) 
6 Wood, therc [ovonthey; ol: | 
[The Figtree, not that war ey __ | 
'But ſuch as at this day to Jntany | 
In 
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In Malabar or Decan ſpreds her Armes 
Braunching ſo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended Twigs take root, and Daughters grow 
About the Mother Tree, a Pillard ſhade 

High overarch't, and echoing Walks between 3 
There oft the Indian Herdiman — 
Shelters in coole, and tends his paſturing Herds 
At Loopholes cut through thickeſt ſhade : Thoſe 
They gatherd; broad as Amazonian Targe,(Leaves 
And with what skill they had, together ſowd, 

To gird thir waſte, vain Covering if to hide 
Thir guilt and dreaded (ſhame 3; O how unlike 
To that firſt naked Glorie, Such of late 
Columbus found th' 4werican lo girt 
With featherd Cindture, naked elſe and wilde 
Among the Trees on lles and woodie Shores. 
Thus Rack, and as they thought, thir ſhame in part 
Coverd, but not at reſt or caſe of Mind, 

| They ſatethem downto weep, nor onely Teares 
|Raind at thir Eyes, bur high Winds worſe within 
(Began to riſe} high Paſſions, Anger, Hate; 
'Miſtruſt, Suſpicion, Diſcord, and thook fore 

Thir inward State of Mmd, calme Region once 
And full of Peace, now toſt and turbulent ; 
'For Underſtariding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore,” both in fubjeftion now 

To ſenſual Appetite, who from beneathe 
[iſurping over fovran Reaſon claimd 

Superior {way : From thus diſterperd breſt , 

ad am, c\trang'd in look and alterd ſtile; 


Speech intermitted thus to Foe renewd. 
| Wouldthou had(t heark'nd to my words, & ſtai'd 
| With 
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| (With ine, as I beſought thee, when that ſtrange 
| \Delireof wandring this unhappic Morn, 
I know not whence poſleſsd theez we had then 
[Remaind ſtil happic, not 2s now, deſpoild 
Of all our good, ſham'd, naked, miſerable. 

140 | Let none henceforth ſeek needleſs cauſe to approve 
The Faith they owe 3 whea earneſtly they ſeek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to faile. 

To whom ſoon mov'd with touch af blame thus 
What words have paſt thy Lips, Adam ſevere, (Eve. 
Impur'it thou that to my default, or will 
Of wandering, as thou call'ſt it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happ'nd thou being by, 
Or to thy ſelf perhaps : hadſt rhou  _ 
Or here th' attempt,thou couldſt not have diſcernd 
150; Fraud in the Serpent, ſpeaking as heſpake 5 
No ground of enmitic between us known, 
Why hee ſhould mean meill, or ſeek to harme. 
Was I to have never parted from thy fide? 
| As good have grown there ſtill a liveleſs Rib. 
Being as I am, why didſt not thou the Head 
Command re abſolutely not to go, 
Going into ſuch danger as thou Git ? 
Too Fecil thenthoudidſt not much gainſay, 
| Nay, didſt permit, approve, and fair dilmils, 

1fo Hadit thou bin firm and fixt in thy diſſent, 

| Neither had Itranſgre(s'd, nor thou with mee. 

To whom then firſt incenſt 4daw repli'd. 
[s this the Love, 1s this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, expreſt 
| Immutable when thou wert loſt, not L, 


Who might have liv'd and joyd immortat bliſs. 


: 


|| Yet | 


| 
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And am I now upbraided, as the caule 
Ofthy tranſgreſtiang? not enough ſevere, 


The danger, and the lurking Enenite 


But confidence then bore thee on, ſecure 
Either to meet no Cn_ or to hnde 
Matter of glorious trial; and perhaps 

[ alſo err'd in overmuch admiring 


No evil durſt attempt thee, but I rue 


And thou. th' accuſer. Thus it ſhall befall 
Him who to worth in Women overtruſting 


And left to her ſelf, if evil thence enſue, 
Shee firſt his weak indulgence will accuſe. 
Thus they in mutual accufation ſpent 


And of thir vain conteſt appeer'd no end. 


The end of the Eighth Book. 


Yet willingly choſe rather Death with thee : 
ſt ſeems, in thy reftraint : what could 1 more ? 
[ warn'd thee, Iadmoniſh'd thee, foretold 


Thatlsy iwwait ; beyond this had bin force, 
And force upon free Will hath here no place, 


W hat ſeemd in theeſd perfer, that I thought 


Thaterrour now, which is become my crime, 


Lets her Will rule 5 reſtraint ſhe will not brook, 


The fruitle(s bours, but neither ſelf-condemning. 
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BOOK IX. 
Eanwhile the hainous and deſpight- 
full a&t 
Of Satan done in Paradiſe, and 
how 
_— Hee in the Serpent had perverted 
Fve, 


Her Husband ſhee, to taſte the fatall fruit, 
Was knownin Heav'nz for what can ſcape the Eye 
Of God All-ſeeing, or deceave his Heart 
Ommictent, who in all things wiſe and juſt, 
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the minde 

Of Man, with ſtrength entire, and free Will arm'd, 
Completeto have diſcover'd and repulſt 
Whatever wiles of Foc or ſeeming Friend. 

For ſtill they knew,and ought to have ſtil! remem- 
The high InjunGtion not to taſte that Fruit, (ber'd 
Whoever tempted 3 which they not obeying, 


Incurr'd 


— — 
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Incurr'd, what could they lels, rhe 
And manifold in fin, deſerv'd to fall. 
Up into Heav'n from Paradiſe in haſt 

Ch Angelic Guards aſcended, mute and ſad 
For Man, for of his ſtate by thisthey knew, 
Much wondring how the ſuttle Fiend had ſtola | 20 
Entrance unſeen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, diſpleas'd 
All were who heard, dim fadnefs did not ſpare 
That time Celeſtial viſages, yet mixt 

With pitic, violated nor thir bliſs. 

About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 

TH' ethereal People ran, to bear and know 

How all befell : they towards the Throne Supream 


Accountable made haſte to make appear 
With righteous plea, thir utmoſt vigilance, 30 
And ealily approv'd z when the High 


Eternal Father from his ſecret Cloud, 
Amidſt in Thunder utter'd thus his voice. 
Aſlembl'd ls, and ye Powers return'd 
From unſuccefstul charge, be not diſmaid, 


Or touch with lighteſt moment of impulſe 


Nor troubl'd at theſe tidings from the Earth, 

Which your fincereſt care could not prevent, 

Foretold (o lately what would come to paſs, | 
When firſt this Tempter croſs'd theGult Hom Hell. 

| told ye then he ſhould prevail and ſpeed | 40 
On his bad Errand, Man ſhould be ſeduc't | 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies | 
Againlt his Maker; no Decree of mine 

Concurring to geceſhirate his Fall, 


w—_ 


His free Will, co her own = _ le 
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—Jincern ſcale. But fall'n he is, 4nd now 


What reſts, but that the mortal Sentence paſs 
On his tranſgreſſion, Death denounc't that day, 
Which he preſumes already vain and void, 
Becauſe not yet inflicted, as he fear'd, . 
By ſome immediate (troak ; bue ſoon ſhall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere dayend.., - 
_ ſhall not return as bountie fcorn'd. 

ut whom ſend I to judge them ? whom but thee 
Vicegerent Son, to thee | have transferr'd 
All | -— mnfaw ny whether ww Heay'n, or Earth, or! 
Eafie it maybe (cen that | intend | 
Mercie collegue with Juſtice, ſending thee | 
| Mans Friend, his Mediator, his deſign'd 
Both Ranſom and Redeemer voluntarie, | 
And deſtin's Man himſelf trojudge Man fall'n. | 

So ſpake the Father, and unfoulding bright 

Toward the right hand his Glorie, oa the Son 
Blaz'd forth uaclouded Deitic 3 be full 
Reſplendentall his Father manifeſt 
Expreſs'd, and thus divinely anſwer'd milde. 
Father Eternal, thine # to decree, 
Mine both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 
Supream, that thou in mee thy Son belov'd 
Mayſt ever reſt well pleas'd. I goto jndge 
On Earth theſe thy tranſgreſlors, but thou knowſ?, 
Whoever judg'd, the worſt on mee muſt lighe, 
When time ſhall be, for ſo I undertook 
Before thee z and not repenting, thisobtaine 
Of right, that I may mitigate this 
On me- deriv'd, yet I (hall temper {6 


Juſtice with Mercie, as may illuſtrate moſt 
| Them 


I 


- 
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Them fully farisbed , and thee G—_ 
Attendance none {h1llnced, nor T rain, where none 
Are to behuld the Judgement, but the judg'd, 
Thoſe two z the third beſt abſent is condemn'd, 
Convid by flight; and Rebel to all Law 
Conviction to the Serpent none belongs. 


Thus ſaying, froovhis radiant Seat he roſe 
Of high collateral im T hrones and Powers, 
Princedoas, and nations miniſtrant 


Accompanied to Heaven Gate, from whence 
Edew and all the Coaſt in proſpett lay, 
Down he deſcended z the ſpeed of Gods 


Now was the Sun in Weſterncadence low (wing'd. 
{Frum Noon, and gentle Aires due at thir hour 

[To fan the Earth now wak'd, aud uſher in 

[The Eevning :coole when he from wrauth more 
Came the mild Judge and Interceſſr both (coole 
To fentence Man :the voice of God they heard 
'Now wakkingriz the Garden, by loft windes 

| Brought to thirKEary, white day declin'd,they beard. 
'And Wo his preſence hid themſelves a 

The thickeſt Trees, both Man and Wife, till God 
' Approaching, thus to 4demcall'd aloud. | 
' Where art thou Adeaw, wont with joy to meet 
'My coming ſeenfar off ? I miſs thee here, 

\Not pleas'd, thusentertaind with folirude, 

Where obvious dutie erewhile appear'd unſaught: 
'Or come I leſs conſpicuous, or what change 
Abſents thee,or what chance detains ? Come forth. 


—- 


Time counts not, though with ſwiftcſt minutes | 


| 


| 
He came,and wicth/him Eve,more loth, though firſt + 
'To offend, diſcovnt 'nanc't both,and dilcompos'd; F 1} 

K k 2 Love| | 


| 
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140; Thatfrom her hand I could ſuſpett noill, 


Love was _ thir looks, cither — Gud:' 

Or torcactr other, but a nt guile, 

And ſhame, and reucbatdan, Ln deſpaire, 

Anger, and obſtinacie, and hate, and guile. 

W hence Adam faultring long, thus an{wer'd brief. 
| heard thee inthe Garden, and of thy voice /| 

Afraid, being naked, hid my 1clf To whom | 

The gracious Judge' without revile repli'd, 
My voice thou oft haſt heard,and haſt not fear'd, 

But ſtill rejoyc't, how is it now 

So dreadful tp thee? thatthouart.caked, who. 

Hath told thee ?- haft thouicatemefithe Tree - - | 

Whereof I gave thee charge thou ſhouldſt not cat? 
To whom thus 4daw fore beſet repli'd. 

O Heav'n! in evil ſtrait this day Iitand 

Before my Judge, cither ctoundergoe 

My ſelf the total Crime, ortoaccuſe::.' 

My other ſelf, the partner of my life z 

W hofe failing, while her Faith to me remaines, 

I ſhould conceal, and not expoſe to blame 

By my complaint. z but ſtrict neceſhtie 

Subdues me, and calamitous conſtraint, 

Leaſt on my head both ſin and puniſhment, 

[However inſupportable,. be all 

| Devolv'd; though ſhould hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouldſteaftly detect what Iconceale. © 1 / 

This Woman whom thou mad'ſt to be my help, 

; And gav'{t me as thy perfet gift, ſo good, 

'$o fit, ſoacceptable, ſo Divine, 


And what ſhe did, whateverin it ſelf, 
Her dojng ſeem'd to juſtific the deed 5. 


Shee 


' 


F- Paradiſe eſs, Bookgl 


mn Ot. 


Sheg gave me of aghe Trec,and 4did-eatoy11y 1 
To whom the lovres Preſence thus regli'd. 

Was ſhee thy God, that her thou djd(t 

Before his voice, or was ſhee made. thy guide, 

Superior, ox, byt ep at ak wh | | 

anhoog, apgabe Place | 


T hou did Ly 5EVL 
Whereio God fet thee above.her Erexce thee, 
And for thee, whoſe preg arr —_ 'd 


Hers in all rea\dignitig;; Ad 
She was lodecd,.. ro prey org 
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[Thy Love; not thy Go gon, .and gp Gifts 14] 
Were ſuch as amy — wellleenſd, | 


Unſeem! = beare rule, which. was thy part 
And pe had'ſt thou kgowa thy ne aright, 


So having ud, he th iQ 
Sa what is cy which thou haſt done 2 
{on whom hom fad Eve With nigh overwhelm &, 
Confeſing ſogn, yet not before her Judge 


Bold or np thus F repli'd, 
| LL a we equi d 1.did, "— C 
, Whic x <Lyaul the d heard, withaut delay 


= Judgement hey proceeded on.th' accus'd 
pent though brute, unable to transferre 
The 'G oa P him who, made him iaſtrument 
m6 and polluted frourthe end, | 
Gf, Cretan ; HATE then accyrit, 


Az vitiated in Nature: moreto know 


= 


Concern'd not Man (Gace be,no further knew ) 
Nog altcr'd his offeace z yet God at laſt 
TogSatan luſt in fin bis doom apply'd, 
Trough in myſteriqus terms, jugdg;d as then. beſt : 
And on the Serpent thus his curſe let fall, 

Becauſe 
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| Becauſethor haſt done this, thou art accurſt 
Above alt Cartel, each Beaſtb{'the Ficld 3 


| Upon thy Belly groveling thou th1lt goe, 
| And duſt ſhake A all the days of thy Lite. 


180 


[Between Thee and the WomanT w £ 


Enmitie, and'/berween thine and her ; | 

Her Seed ſhalt bruiſe thy head, thou bruiſe his heel. 
So ſpakethis Oracle, ther verifi'd 

When Jeſws lon of Mary ſecond Eve, | 

Saw Satan fall like Lig ig down from Heav o, 

Prince of the frire; then rifing from his Grave 

Spoild Principatittes and Powers, triumpht . 

In open ſhew, and with wrap 7 

Captivity led captive through the Afre, 

The Realmeit (elf of Satan long uſurpt, 


190} Whom he ſhaFteread' artiſt under ofr feet 5 


2CC 


Nee — 


By thy Conception 3 


Eevn hee who now forerold his fatal bruiſe, 


' And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn'd, 


Thy forrow I will greatly multiplic 
Ehildern ep haſt bring ' 

In forrow forth, ind to thy Hotbands will 

Thine ſhall ſubmit, hee over thee ſhall role. 

On Adam laſt 'thus judgement he pronounc'd, 
Becauſe thou- haſt heark nd to the voice of thy 
And catenof the Tree concerning which (Wife 
[ charg'd thee, ſaying : Thou ſhile not eaterhereof, 
Curs'd is the ground for thy'(ake, thon in ſorrow 
Shalt eate thereof all the days of thy Life 


Thornes alſo and Thiſtles it ſhall briog thee forth 
Unbid, and thou ſhalr'eate th' Herb of rh* Field, 
In the fweat ofthy Face ſhalt thou care Bread, 


Till chou return untothe ground, forthou 
Out | 
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Out of the ground waſt taken, know thy Birth, . | 
For duſt thou art, and ſhalt to duſt returne. | 
So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour ſent, | 
And th' inſtant ſtroke of Dearth denounc't that day! 210 
Remov'd farr off; then pittying how they (tood | 
Befors him naked to the aire, that now | 
Muſt fuffer change, diſdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the forme-of fervant to aſhume, 
As when he waſh'd his ſervants feer, {© now 
As Father of his Familie he clad | 
Thir nakednefſs with Skins of Beaſts, or ſhin, 
Or as the Snake with yourhful Coate repaid 3 
And thought not much to cluath his Encwucs : | 
Nor hee thir outward onely with the Skins | 22O,] 
Of Beaſts, but inward nakedoets, much mare 
Opprobrious, with his Robe of rightevalneſs, | 
Araying cover'd from his Fathers tight. 
To him with ſwift aſcent he up returad, 
Inta his bliſsful bofoum reaſlum'd 
In glory as of old, to him appen'd 
All, though all-knowing, what had paſt with Man | 
Recounted, mixing iatercefſian {weer. | 
Meanwhile ere thus was fin'd and judg'd on Earth, | 
| Within the Gates of Hell fate Sin and Death, '2gO 
In counterview within the Gates, that riow 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame _ 
Farr into Chas, lince the Fiend pals'd through, * | 
Sin opening, who thus now to Dedth began. | | 
O Son, why fit we here each other viewing | 
Idlely, while Sarah our great Author thrives 
In other Worlds, and happier Seat. provides | 
For us his ofspring deare ? It cannot be 


= * 
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{Bur that: fucceſs attends him. if miſhap, 
Ere this be had return'd, with fury driv'n 
By his Avenger, fince no place like this 
Car fit his puniſhment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new ſtrength withur me riſe, 
Wings growing, and Dominion'giv'n me large 
Beyond this Deeps whatever drawes me On, 
Or ſympathie, or ſom connatural force 
Powertulat greateſt diſtance to unite 
250| With ſecret amity things of like kinde 
By ſeereteſt canveyance; Thou my Shade 
Inſepatable muſt with mee along : 
For Death from Sin no power can ſeparate. 
But leaſtthe. difficultic of paſhiog back 
Stay bis. retarae; perhaps over this Gulte 
[mpaſlable, impervious, let us try | 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World 
260, Where Satan ridw prevailes, a Monument 

Of /mierit high' eo all 'th' nferaal Hoſt, 

Eaſing thir paſlage hence, for intercourſe, 

'Or tranſmigration, as thir Jot ſhall lead. 

Nor can miſs the way, fo ſtrongly drawn 

'By this new felt attraQion and inſtinct. 

| Whomithus the-meager Shadow anfwerd ſoon, 

Goe whither Fare and ioclination ſtrong 

Leads thee, 1 ſhall not lag behinde, nor erre 

The way, thou leading; ſuch' a ſent I draw 
270 Of carnage; prey imumerable, and taſte '* » 

' The ſayour ofDeath fromal! things there that live; 

Nor ſhall I cothe work thou enterpriſeſt 

Be 


_— 


” 


Be ws nting, but afford thee equal aid. 
So ſaying, with delight he ſnuft'd the ſmell 
Of mortal change ou Earth. As whea a flock 


Of ravenous F ow), thuugh many a League remote, 


Againſt the day of Batte), to a Field, 

W here Armies lie encampt, come flying, lur'd 
With ſent of living Carcaſles defign'd 

For death, the following day,in bloodie fight. 
So ſented the grim Feature, and upturn'd 

His Noſtril wide into the murkie Air, 
Sagacious of his Qnarrey from ſo farr. 

Then Both from out Hell Gates into the waſte 
Wide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark 


Flew divers,& with Power (thir Power was great) 


Hovering uponthe Waters z what they met *' 
Solid or flimie, as in raging Sea 


Toſt up and down, together crowded drove - |: 
From each {ide ſhoaling towards the mouth of Hell. 


As when two Polar Winds blowing adverſe 
Upon the Cronian Sea, together drive 
Mountains of Ice, that ſtop th' imagin'd way 
Beyond Petſora Eaſtward, tothe rich 
Cathaian Coalt. The aggregated Soyle 
Death with his Mace petrific, cold and dry, 
As witha Trident ſmote, and fix't as firm 
As Delos floating once; the reſt his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigor not to move, 
And with 4/pbatticlime ; broad as the Gate, 
Deeptothe Rooty of Hell the gather'd beach 


290 


They faſten'd, and the Mole immenſe wraught on! 200 


Over the foaming deep high Archt, a Bridge 
Of length prodigious joyning to the Wall 
L | 


| 
' 


Im-! 
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[mmovyeable of this now fenceleſs world 
Forteit to Death z from hence a paſſage broad, 


Smooth, calie, inoffenſive down to Hell. 
| So, if great things to ſinall may be compar'd, 


Xerxes, the Libertie of Greece to yoke, 

From S#ſ4 his Mciynoniun Palace bigh 

Came to the Sea, and over HeZeſpont 

Bridging his way, Farepe with 4f#4 joyn'd, (waves. 
And ſcourg'd with many a (troak th' 'indignant 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous Art 
Pontifical, . a ridge of pendent R 

Over the vext Abyſs, following the track 

Of Satan, to the ſelf ſame place where hee 

Firſt lighted from his Wing, and landed ſafe 

From out of Chad; to the outſide bare 

Of this round World ? with Pinhts of Adamant 
And Chains they made all faſt, too faſt they made 
And durable; and now in little ſpace 

The Confines met of Empyrean Heav'n 

And of this World, and onthe left hand Hell 
With long reach interpos'd 3 three fev'ral wayes 
[n fight, to each of theſe three places led. 

And no\ thir way tv Earth they had deſcri'd, 

To Paradiſe firſt tending, when behold 

Satan in likeneſs of an Angel bright 

Betwixt the Centanre and the Seorpion [tearing 

His Zenith, while the Sun in Aries roſe : 

Diſguis'd he came, but thoſe his Childern dear 
Thir Parent ſoon diſcern'd, though in diſguiſe. 
Hee, afrer Eve fednc't, unminded flunk 

Into the Wood faſt by, and changing ſhape 

To obſerve the ſeque), ſaw his guileful act 
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By Eve, ehongh all —— ſeconded 


Upon her Husbang, ſaw thir ſhame that ſought 
Vain covertures ; but when he ſaw deſcend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrih'd 

Hee fled, not hoping to eſcape, but ſhun 

The preſent, fearing guiltie what his wrauth 
Might ſuddenly iofli& z that paſt, return'd 
By Night, and liſtning where the hapleſs Paire 
Sate in thir ſad diſcourſe, and various plainr, 
Thence gatherd his own doom, which underſtood 
Not inſtant, but of future time. With joy 

And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return'd, 
And at the brink of Chaos, neer the foot 
Of this new wondrous Pontifice, unhop't 

Met who to meet him came, his Ofspring dear. 
Great joy was atthir meeting, and at ſight 
Of that ſtupendious Bridge his joy encreas'd. 
Long hee admiring ſtood, till Sin, his faire 
Inchanting Daughter, thus the ſilence broke, 
O Parent, theſe are thy magnific deeds, 

Thy Trophies, which thou view'ſt as not thine 
Thou artthir Author and prime Architect : (own, 
Forl no ſooner in my Heart divin'd, 
My Heart, which by a ſecret harmonie 

Still moves with thine, joyn'd in connexion ſweet, 
That thou on Earth had(ſt profper'd, which thy 
' Now alſo evidence, but ſtraight felt (looks 
| Though diſtant from thee Worlds between, yet! 
That I mnſt after thee with this thy Sonz (telt 
Such fatal confequence unues us three : 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 


2 Detain 
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Nor this unvoyageable Gulf” obſcure | 
| L 
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Detain from tollowing thy illuſtrious track. 
Thou haſt atchiev'd our libertie, confin'd 
| | Within Hell Gates till now, thou us impow'rd 
370: To fortifie thus farr, and overlay 
| With this portentous ->- the dark Abyſs. 
Thine now is all t his World, thy vertue hath won 
W hat thy hands builded not, thy Wiſdom gain'd 
With odds what Warr hath loſt, and fully aveng'd 
' Our foilein Heav'nzhere thou ſhalt Monarch reign, 
There did(t not 3 there let him ſtill, Victor ſway, 
As Battel hath adjudg'd, from this new World 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated, 
' And henceforth Monarchie with thee divide 
330 Of all things, parted by th' Empyreal bounds, 
His Quadrature, from thy Orbicular World, 
'Ortrie thee now more dang'rous to his Throne. 
| Whomthus thePrince of Darkneſs anſwed glad. 
Fair Daughter,and thou Son and Grandchild both, 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the Race 
Of Satan (for I glorie in the name, 
[Antagoniſt of Heav'ns Almightie King ) 
' Amply have merited of me, of all | 
'Th' Infernal Empire, that fo neer Heav'ns dore | 
390 Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 
' Mine with this glorious Work, & made one Realm : 
'Hell and this World, one Realm, one Continent | 
of ealie thorough-fare. Therefore while I | 
'Deſcend throughDarkneſs,on your Rode with eaſe 
[Tomy aflociate Powers, them to acquaint | 
With theſe ſucceſles, and with them r<oyce, | 
You two this way, among thoſe numerous Orbs ©! 
All yours, right dowato Paradiſe deſcend ; | 
There | 
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There dwell & Reign in bliſs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exerciſe and in the Aire, 

Chiefly on Man, fole Lord of all declar'd, 

Him firſt make ſure your thrall, and laſtly kill, 
My Subſtitutes I ſend ye, and Create 
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchleſs might 
Iſſuing from mee : on your joynt vigor now 

My hold of this new Kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd by my exploit. 
If your joynt power prevaile, th' affaires of Hell 
No detriment need feare, goe and be ſtrong. 

So ſaying he diſmiſs'd them, they with ſpeed 
Thir courſe through thickeſt Conſtellations held 
Spreading thir bane ; the blaſted Starrs lookt wan, 
And Planets, PJanet-ſtrook, real Eclips 
Then ſufferd. Th' other way Satan went down 
The Cauſey to Hell Gate; oneither (ide 
Diſparted Chaos over built exclaimd, 

And with rebounding ſurge the barrs aſlaild, 

That ſcorn'd his indignation : through the Gate, 

Wide open and unguarded, Satanpals'd, 

And all about found deſolate; for thoſe 

Appointed to fit there, had left thir charge, 

Flown to the upper World ; the reſt were all 

Farr to the in land retir'd, about the walls 

Of Pandemoninm, Citie and proud ſeate 

OF Lucifer, 1o by alluftion calld, 

'Of that bright Starr to Sat4x paragond, 

There kept thir Watch the Legions, white the 

In Council fate, follicitous what chance (Grand 

Might intercept thir Emperour ſenf, ſo hee 
Departing gave command, and they obſerv'd. 
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'As when the Tartar from his Ra{ſzax Foe 
By Afracan over the Snowic Plaines 


440 | 
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| 


| 


Retires, or BaFrian Sopti trom the hornes 

Of Twrkiſh Creſcent, leaves all waſte beyond 

The Realme of Aladule, in his retreate 

To Tawrjs or Casbeex. $0 thele the late 
Heav'n-baniſhe Hoſt, left deſert utmoſt Hell 
Many a dark League, reduc't in careful Watch 
Round thir Metropolis, and now expeſting 

Each hour their great adventurer from the ſearch 
Of Forrein Worlds:he through the mid(t unmarkt, 
In ſhew plebeian Angel militant 

Of loweſt order, paſt 3 and from the dore 

Of that Plutorian Hall, inviſible 

Aicended his high Throne, which under (tate 
Of richeſt texture ſpred, at th* upper end 

Was plac't in regal luſtre. Down a while 

He ſate, and round about him ſaw unſeen : 

At Jaſt as from a Cloud his fulgent head 

And ſhape _— appeer'd, or brighter, clad 
With what permiſive glory fince his fall 

Was left him, or falſe glitter : All amaz'd 

At that ſo ſudden blaze the $8tygian throng 

Bent thir aſpe&t, and whom they wilh'd beheld, 
Thir mighty Chief returnd: loud was th' acclaime: 
Forth ruſh'd in haſte the great conſulting Peers, 
Rais'd from thir dark Diver, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand 


Silence, and with theſe words attention won. 
Thrones. Dommations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
| For in puſleſiitn ſuch, not onely of right, (ers, 
| L call ye and declare ye now, returnd 
| | Succels- 


_—_ 
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Your wonder, with an Apple ; he thereat 
Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 


— 


Succeſsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this interna] Pit 
Abominable, accurft, the hunſe of woe, 
And Dungeon of our Tyrant : Now pollels, 
As Lords, a ſpacious World,to our native Heaver, 
Little inferiour, by my adventure hard 

With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell 
W hat I have dun, what ſufferd, with what paine 
Voyag'd th' unreal, vaſt, unbounded dee 

Of horrible contuſton, over which | 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav d 

To expedite your glorious march but] 

Toild out my uncouth paſſage, forc't to ride 
Th' untraCtable Abyſle, plung'd inthe womb 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wilde, 

That jealous of thir ſecrets fiercely oppos'd 
My journey ſtrange, with clamorous uproare 
Proteſting Fate ſupreame z thence how I found 
The new created World, which fame in Heav'n 
Long had foretold, a Fabrick wonderful 

Of abſolure perfection, therein Man 

Plac't in a Paradiſe, by our exile . 

Made happie: Him by fraud I have ſeduc'd 


From his Creator , and the more to increaſe 
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Both his beloved Man and all his World, 


To Sin and Death a prey, and (o to ns, 
Without our hazard, labour, or allarme, | 
To range in, and to dwell, and over M an 
To rule, as over all he ſhould have rul'd, 


True is, mceallo he th judg'dy or rather | 
: 2 Mee 
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| Mee not, but the brute Serpent in whoſe thape 


2 NN . 
'Is enmity, which he will put between 


Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th' account 


Man I deceay'd : that which to mee belongs, 


Mee and Mankinde 3 I am to bruiſe his heel ; 
His Seed, when is not ſet, ſhall bruiſe my head : 
A World who would not purchaſe with a bruiſe, 


Of my performance : What remaines, ye Gods, 

But up and enter now into full bliſs. y 
So having ſaid, a while he ſtood, expeQing 

Thir univerſal ſhout and high applauſe 

To fill his eare, when contrary he hears 

On all ſides, from innumerable tongues 

A diſmal univerſal hiſs, the ſound 

Of public ſcorn; he wonderd, but not long 

Had leaſure, wondring at himſelf now more 3 

His Viſage drawn he fele to ſharp and ſpare, 

His Armes clung to his Ribs, his Leggs entwining 

Each other, till ſupplanted down he fel! 

A monſtrous Serpent on his Belly prone, 

Reluctant, but in vaine, a greater power 

Now rul'd him, puniſhe in the ſhape he ſin'd, 


520 


According to his doom: he would have ſpoke, 
But hiſs for hiſs returnd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now were all transform'd| 
Alike, to Serpents all as acceflories 

Tohis bold Riot : dreadful was the din 

Of hiſſing through the Hall, thick ſwarming now 
With complicated monſters, head and taile, 
Scorpion and Aſp, and Amphisbene dire, 
Ceraſter hornd, Hydrws, and Elops drear, 


And Dipſas (Nov-ſo thick Fyarm'd once the Soll 
| Bedropy 


| 


"1 


Turnd to exploding hiſfs,triumph to ſhame (ſtood 
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Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the l{le” 
Ophinſa) but (till greateſt hee the mid(t, 

Now Qragon-grown, larger then whom the Sun 
[ngenderd in the Pythian Vale on ſlime, 

Huge Python, and his Powerno leſs he ſeem'd 
Above the reſt ſtil} to retain 3 they all 

Him follow'd ifluing forth to th* open Field, 
Where all yetleft of that revolted Rout 
Heav'n-fa!lln, in ſtation ſtood or juſt array, 
Sublime with expectation when to ſee 

In Triumph iſſuing forth thir glorious Chief; 
They ſaw, but other ſight inſtead, a crowd 

Of ugly Serpents; horror on them fell, 

And horrid tympathic tor what they ſaw, 

They felt themſelvs now ghanging;zdown thir arms, 
Down fell both Spear and Shield,dowa they as faſt, 
And the dire hiſs renew'd, and the dire form 
Catcht by Contagion, like in puniſhment, 

As in thir crime. Thus wasth' applauſethey meant, 


Caſt on themſelves from thir own'mouths, There 
A Grove hard by, ſprung up with this thir change, 
His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Thir penance, laden with fair Fruit, like that 
VVhich in Paradiſe, the bait of #ve « 
Us'd by the Tempter : on that proſpedt ſtrange | 
Thir earneſt eyes they fix'd, imagining 

For one forbidden Tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them furder woe or ſhame ; 
Yet parcht with ſcalding thurſt and hunger fierce, 


| 


Though to delude them ſent, could not abſtain, 


But on they rould.in heaps, and-up the Trees 


M m Climbing, 
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© Climbing, fat thicker thenthe ſnakie locks 
560 |T hat curld Megera: greedily they pluck'd 
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The Frutage fair to fight, like that which grew 
Neer that bituminous Lake where Sodom flaurd ; 
T his more delufive, not the touch, but taſte 
Deceav'd z; they fondly thinking to allay 

Thir appetite with gult, inſtead of Fruit 
Chewd = Aſhes, which th' offended taſte 
VVith ſpattering noiſe rejected : oft they aſlayd, 
Hunger and thirlt conſtraining, drugd as oft, 
VVith hatefulleſt diſreliſh writh'd thir jaws 


580 | And Fabl'd how the Serpent, whom they calld 


VVith foot and cinders fill'd ; ſo.oft they fell 
Into the ſame illuſton, not as Man (plagu'd | 
Whom they triumph'd once lapſt. Thus were they 
And worn with Famin, long and ceaſleſs hiſs, 

Till thir loſt ſhape, permitted, they reſum'd, 
This enjoynd, ſome ſay, to undergo 


This annual humbling certain number'd days, 
To daſh thir pride, and joy for Man ſeduc't. 
However ſome tradition they diſpers'd 
Among the Heathen of chir purc ot, | 
Ophion with Exrynome, the wide- 
Encroaching Fe perhaps, had firſt the rule 

Of high 0lympws, thence by Saturn driv'n 

And Opr, ene yet Di&ean | fn was born. 

Mean while in Paradiſe the hellifh pair 
Tooſoon arriv'd, 8 there in power before, 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant 3 behind her Death 

Cloſe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 


On his pale Horſe - to whom $2 thus began. 
| Second, 
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Second of Stax {prung, all conquering Death, 
W hat thinkſt thou of our Empire now, though 
With travail difficult, not better farr (earnd 
Then ſtil at Hels-dark threſhold to have ſate watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thy ſelf half ftary'd ? 
Whomthus the Sin-bora Monſter anſwerd ſoon. 
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradiſe, or Heaven, 
[There beſt, where molt with ravinI may meet ; 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little ſeems 
To ſtuff this Maw, this vaſt unhide-bound Corps. 
To whom th' inceſtuous Mother thus replid. 
Thou therefore on theſeHerbs,and Fruits, & Flours 
Feed fult, on each Beaft next, and Fifth, and Fowle, 
{No homgly.mgricls, and whatever thing 
The Sithr of Time mowes down,devour unſpar'd, 
Tilll in Man'refiding through the Race, 
His thoughts, his looks, — actions all infect, 
An on bim thy laſt and ſweeteſt . 
his ſaid, they both betook thomfeveral wayes, 
Both/to deſtroy, for unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deſtruction to'mature 
Sooner or laterz which th' Almightie ſeeing, 
'From his tranſcendent Seat thei Saints-among, 
To thoſe bright Orders utterd thus his voice. 
| See with what heat theſe Dogs of Hell advance 
[To waſte and havoc'yunder VVorld, which I 
'So fair and good created; and had ſtill 
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\Kept in that ſtate, had aot the folly of Man 
'Let in theſe waſtfal Furies,' who impute 
Folly to mee, ſo doth the Prince of Hell 
'And his Adherents, that with ſo much eaſe 
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I ſuffer them to enter and poſlefs 

A place ſo heav'nly, and conniving ſeem 

To gratifie my ſcornful Enemies, 

T hat laugh, as if tranſported with ſome fit 

Ot Paſſiun, Ito them had quitted all, 

At random yeilded up to their miſrule ; 

And know not that I call'd and drew them thither 

My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 

Which mans polluting Sin with taint hath ſhed 

On what was pure, till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh 

Withſuckt and glutted offal ,'at onefling (burſt 

Of thy victorious Arm, well-pleaſing Son, 

Both $7, and Death, and yawning Grave at laſt 

Through Chaos hurld, obſtruct the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and {ealup his ravenous Jawes. 

Then Heav'nand Earth renewd ſhall be made pure 

To ſanctitie that ſhall receive no ſtaine : © 

Till then the Curle pronounc't on both precedes. 
Hee ended, and the heav'nly Audience loud-- 

Sung Hallelvia,; as the found of Seas, - '-! ci: * 

Through multitude that ſurg + Juſt are thy ways, 

Righteous are-thy Decrees on all thy Works; 

Who can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son; 

Deſtin'd reſtorer of Mankind, by whom as 

New Heay'n atnd-Earth ſhalltothe Ages rife, ! - | 


|Or down fram Heav'n defcend.Such wis'thir fong, 


While the Creator calling forth by name 
His mightie Angels gave them ſeveral charge, 
As ſorted beſt with preſent things. The Sun 


Had firſt his-precept ſo to move, ſo ſhine, 

As might affe& the Earth with cold and/hear 

Scarce tollcrable,.and from the North to call 
Decrepit 
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Decrepit Winter, from the South to bring 
Solftittal ſummers heat. To the blanc Moone 
Her office they preſcrib'd, to th' other five 
Thir planetarie motions and aſpects 
In Sextile, Square, and Trine, and Oppoſite, 
Of noxious efficacie, and when to joyne 
In Synod unbenigne, and taught the fixt 
Thir influence malignant when to ſhowre, 
Which of them riſing with the Sun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeſtuous : To the Winds they ſet 
Thir corners, when with bluſter to confoun 
Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when to rowle 
With terror through the dark Aereal Hall. 
Some fay he bid his Angels turne aſcanſe 
The Poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more 
From.the Suns Axle 3 they with labour puſh'd 
Oblique the Centric Globe : Som ſay the Sun 
Was bid tnrn Reines from th' Equinoctial Rode 
Like diſtant breadth to Tawrw with' the Seav'n 
Atlantick Siſters,and the Spartan Twins 
Up ta the Tropic: Crab 3 thence down amaine 
By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorpe, to bring in chan 
Of Seaſons 80-cach Clime; elſe had the Spring 
Perpetual fail'd;on. Earth with yernant-Flours, 
Equalin Days and Nights, except:to thoſe 
Beyond the Polar Circles; ty them Day 
Had; unbenighted ſhan, wile the low Sun 

o recompenee his diltance, inthir (1ght- 
Had rotinded (till eb” Hori$0n,and not known 
Or Eaſt or Weſt, which had forbid the Snow 
From cold Eſtotzland, and South as farr 


Beneath 
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| 

| 

| beneath AMage//an. Atthat taſted Fruit 

| | T he Sun, as trom Thyeſtean Banquet, turn'd 
| |Hiscourſe intended; elſe how had the World 

| £90) Inhabited , though ſinleſs, more then now, 

| Avoided pinching cold and ſcorching heate ? 
Theſc changes intheHeav'ns,though flow,produc'd 
\Like change on Sea and Land, (ideral blaſt, 
Vapour, and Miſt, and Exhalation hot, 

Corrupt and Peſtilent : Now from the North 

Of Nerwmbega, and the Sawoed ſhoar 177 | 
Burſting thir brazen Dungeon, armd wirtvice 
And ſnow and haile and ftormie guſt and flaw, 
Boress.and Cecias and Argeſtes loud 

700|And Thraſcias rend the Woods and Seas upturn 
With adverſe blaſt up-turns them fromthe South' 
Notus and Afer black with 'thundrous Clouds 
From Serralions ; thwart of theſe as fierce 

Forth ruth the Levant and the Poment V Vindes 
Fnrns and Zephirwith thit lateral noiſe, 
Sirocco, and LZibeechts.' Thus begaw: if 75 
Outrage from-liveleſ- things 3/-bur-Diſcord firſt | 
|Daughter of Sin, among th* irrational, 
Death introduc'd throughHerce: antipathie : 

7 10|Beaſt now with Beaſt gan war;be FowlewichFowle, 
And Fiſh wich Fiſh 5; to graze the Herball leaving;' 
Devourd each:other's norſtood- much in awe: - 
Of Man, but fled him, or with count'nance griin 
Glar'd on him paſling + theſe were from without - 
The growing'miſeries., which 4dar taw p 
Alreadie in part; though hid in glootnieſtthade, |) 
To ſorrow abandond, butworſe felt within, | 
[And ina troubl'd Sea of paſſion toſt, 
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Thus to disburd'n ſought with ſad complaint, 
O miſerable of happie! is this the end 720 

Of this new glorious World, and mee lo late 

The Glory of that Glory, whonow becom 

Accurſt of blefled, hide me from the face 

Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 

Of happineſs: yet well, if here would en 

The milcrie, I deſerv'd it, and would beare 

My own — 3 but this will not ſerve; 

All that I eate or drink, or fhall beger, 

Is propagated curſe, O voice once heard 

Delighttully, Encreaſe and multiply, : 730 

| Now death to heare ! for what can I encreaſe 

Or multiplie, but curſes on my head? 

Who of all Ages to ſucceed, but feeling 

The evil on him brought by me, will curſe 

My Head, Ill fare our Anceſtor impure, 

For this we may thank Adaw; but his thanks 

Shall bethe execration; ſo beſides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee 

Shall with a fierce reflux on mee redound, 

On mee as on thir natural center light 740 

Heavie, though inthir place. O fleeting joyes 

Of Paradiſe, deare bought with laſting woes 

Did I requeſt thee, Maker, from my Clay 

To mould me Man, did1 follicite thee 

From darkneſs to promote me, or here place 

In this delicious Garden? as my Will 

Concurd not to my being, it were butright 

| And equalto redute me to my duſt, 

| Defirousto refigne, and render back 

' AIlI receav'd, unable to performe '759 


Thy| | 


| 760 


770 


780 


— ——— 
———— — 


Book 9. Paradiſe loft. 
Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I ſought not. To the loſs of that, 
Sufficient penaltic, why haſt thou added 

The ſenſe of endleſs woes? inexplicable 

I hy Juſtice ſeems z yet to ſay truth, too late, 

I thus conteſt 5 then ſhould have been refuſd 
Thoſe terms whatever, when they were propos'd: 
IT hou did(t accept them; wile thou enjoy the good 
Thencavil the conditions? and though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son 
Prove difobedient , and reprov'd, retort, 
Wherefore did(t thou oat me? I ſought it not : 
Wouldſt thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuſe? yet him not thy eleCtion, 

But Natural neceſſity begot. 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To ſerve him, thy reward was of his grace, 

Thy puniſhment then juſtly is at his Will, 

Beit y for I ſubmit, his doom is fair , 

That duſt Lam, and ſhall to dult returne - 

O welcom hour whenever ! why delayes 

His hand to execute what his Decree 

Fixd onthis day ? why dol overlive, 

Whyam I wages with death, and length'nd out 
To deachleſs pain ? bow gladly would I mect 
Mortalitie my ſentence, and be Earth 


And ſleep ſecure ; his dreadful voice no more 
'Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worſe 
'To mee and to my ofspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation, Yet one duubt 
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Inſeniible, how glad would lay me down 
As in my Mothers lap? there I ſhould reſt 
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VVith other echi61are Ftaught your Shades 
To anſwer, and refound farr other Song, 
VVhom thus aflifted when ſad Eve beheld, 
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And trefles all diſorderd, at his feet _, _...._... 
Fell kamble, and. imbracing them, belaught. 
His peace, and thus proceeded ia her plaint, . 

| Forſake me not thus, Adam, witnels Heay'n 
What love ſincere, and reverence in my heart 

[ beace thee, and ynweeting have offended, 
Unhappilie deceav'd; thy ſuppliant 

[ beg, and claſp thy knees 3 bereave me not, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 

Thy counſel in oy ” pongy! diſtre bo 

My onel and ſtay : forjorn of thee, 
Whit Nl R FRerke me, oo ſubfiſt ? 

While yet we live, ſcarſe one ſhort hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace, both joyning, 
As joyn'd in injuries, one enmitie . 

Againſt a Foe by doom expreſs ofge'd us, 

T hat cruel Serpent : On me exerciſe not 

Thy hatred for this miſeric befall'n, 

On me already loſt, mee then thy ſelf 

More miſerable z both have fin'd, but thou 
Againſt God onely, 1 againſt God and thee, 
And tothe place of judgement will return, 
There with my cries importune Heaven, that all 
The ſentence from thy head remoy'd may light 
On me, fole cauſe to thee of all this: woe, .. 
Mee mee _onely jyſt objet of his ire... |, 


Y 


"Wh erided weeping, and her lowlie pi by... X 
[mmoveable till peace obtain'd from fauk : 

Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in 4daw wraught . 
Commiſeration 3 foon his heart telented .* bo 
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Creature ſo faire his reconcilement feeki 
His counſel whom ſhe had difpleas'd, his arde ; 
As one diſarn'd, his anger all he loſt, 
And'thus with peaceful words uprais'd her ſoon. 
Unwarie, and roo defirons, as befote, 
So now of whar thou knowſt not, who delſir'ſt 
The puniſhment all on thy elf ; alas, 
Beare thine owa firſt, ill able to ſuſtaine 
His full wrauth whoſe thou feelſt as yet leſt part, 
And my diſpleaſure bearft ſo ill. If feayers 
Could alter high Decrees, Fro thatplace 
Would ſpeed before thee, and belouder heard, 
That'on my head all mighe be viſited, 
Thy ftrailtie and infirmer Sex forgiv'n 
To me committed and by ine expox'd. 
'But riſe, let vs no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blani'd enough elſewhere, bur ſtrive 
[n ofſhcesof Love, how we may light'n 
Each others burden'in our ſhare of woe ; 
Since this days Death denounc't, if oughtl ſee, 
Will prove no ſudden, but a flow-pac't evill, 
Along days dying to augment vur paine, 
Andro our $ (O hapleſs Seed !) deriv'd. 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, repli'd. 
Adam, by ſad experiment. I know 
How little weight my words with thee can fiade, 
Found ſo erroneous, thence by juſt event 


970 [Found ſo unfortunate ; nevertheleſs 


Reftor'd by thee, vile as 1 ain, to place 


f new, acceptance, hopeful tp regples A 
Thy Love, the fale contentment of my heart, 
iving or eying from theel willnot hide i 
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| What thoughts in my unquiet breft are ris'a, 
Tending to fom relief of our extremes, 
Or end, though ſharp and fad, yet tolerable, 
As inonrevils, and of eaſter choice. 
Tf care of -our deſcent perplex us moſt, 
Which muſt be bornto certain woe, devourd 
By Death at laſt, and miſerable it is 
To be te others cauſe of miſery, 
Our own begotten, and of our Loines to bring 
nto this carſed World a woful Race, 
hat after wretched Life muſt be at laſt 
Food for ſo foule a Monſter, inthy power 
It hes, yer ere ion to 
The Race unbleft, cobeing yet unbegor. 
Childleſs thon art, Childleſs'remaine : 
$0 Death ſhall be deceav'd his glut,and with us tw 
Be forc'd to ſatifie his Rav'nous Maw. 
But if thuu judge it bard and difficult, 
Converſing, looking, loving, te abſtain 
From Loves due Rites, Nuptialembraces (weer, 
And withdefire to tangaiſh without hope, 
Before the preſent. objed languiſhing 
With like defire, whicl: would be miſerie 
And torment leſs then none of what we dread, 
Then both our {ſeiwes and Serd at once 20 free 
rom whit wo fear for buth, ler us make ſhort," 
us feck Death, or hee not faund, ſupp!y 
With cut ewn hands his Office on our lelves; 
hy ſtand we longer ſhiveringunderfeares, * | 
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Deſtruttion 
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That ſhew no end but Death, and have the power, 


| 
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| Deſtruction with deſtruction to deſtroy, 

' She ended heer, or vehement defpaire 
Broke off the reſt ; ſo much of Death her t 
Had entertaind, as di'd her Cheeks with pale. 
1012,But Adam with ſuch counſel nothing fway'd, 
To beter hopes his more attentive minde 

Labouring had rais'd, and thus to Eve repli'd. 


To argue in thee fomthing more tublime 
But ſelf-deſtruſtion therefore ſbught,; refutes 


Not thy contempt, but anguiſh and regret 
For loſs of hfe and: pleaſurcoverlov'd. 

1026! Or if thou goyet- death, as utmoſt end 

- JOftmiſcrie, -fo thioking to evade 
T he penaltic pronounc't, doubt not but God 
_ wiſeljet:arm'd his vengefulire then fo 


So ſnatcht will hot exempt” us fron the paine 
We areby doom to pay 4/ rather fuch acts 
Of contumacie will provoke the higheſt 

| |To makedeathiouslive: Then let us ſeek 
m ſafer-refolutioo. which methinks 

I havein view,calhng to minde with heed 


| The s heads piteous amends, unleſs 
Be whom. gs I conjeCture, our grand Foe 
| 


$ :tan, who in the Serpent hath comtriv'd 
Againſt us this deceit : «ocrulkihizvbead » - | 
Would be revenge indeed y which will be loft 


— 


Eve, thy conteropt of life and pleaſure ſeems 
| And excellent then what thy minde comemnes 5 | 


That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 


0 be foreſtall 'ds auch more 1 fear leaſt Death 


m_ Part of our. Sentence, that thy:Seed ſhall bruiſe | 


" 


| 


| 


By 


bes: 
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laſtcad ſha)l double ours upon 

No more be mention'd then of violence 
Againſt our (elves, and wilful barrennefs, 

T hat cuts us off from hope, and favours onely 
Rancor and pride, impatience and deſpite, 
ReluQance againſt and his juſt yoke 

Laid on our Necks. 

And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrauthor revilingz wee expected 
Immediate diſſolution, which we though 

Was meant by Death that day, when lo, tothee 
Pains onely.in Child-bearing were foretold, 

And bringing forth, ſoon recompenc't with joy, 
Fruit of thy Womb: On meet « Curſe allope 
Glanc'd on the ground, with labour muſt carne 
My bread.z what harm ? Idleneſs had bin worſe; 
My labour will ſuſtain me 4 and leaſt Cold 

Or Heat ſhould injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbeſaught provided, and his hands 

_ \Cloath'd us unworthie, pitying while he judg\d 5 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
'Beopen, and his heart to pitie incline, 

And teach us fuither by what means to ſhun 

Th inclement Seaſons, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, 
W hich now the Skie with various Face" begins 
To ſhew us in this Mountain, while the Winds 


Remember with what mild! 
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Blow moiſt-and kern, (bh tteriong the graceful locks 
Of theſe fair ſpreading T rees 4 which bids us ſeek 
O © 


Some 


OO CS _— > — a—_— _—— - 


Book ' 9. ; Paradiſe loft. mY 


IIS 


1070 


Som better ſhroud, ſom better warmth to cheriſh 
Our Limbs benumm'd , ere this diurnal Starr 
Leave cold the Night, how we his gather'd beams 
Refleted, may with matter fere foment, 


 |Orby collifionof rwo bodies griade 


The Air attrite to Fire, as late the Clouds 
Juſtling or puſhe with Winds rude in thir ſhock 
[ine the flantLightning,w hoſe thwart flame driv'n 
Kindles the gummie bark of Firr or Pine, (down 
Andſends a comfortable heat from farr, 

Which might ſupply the Sun : ſuch Fire to uſe, 


And what mayelfe be remedie or cure 


To evils which our own miſdeeds have wrought, 
Hee will inſtru us praying, and of Grace 
Beſeeching him, fo as we need not fear 

To paſs commodioully this life, ſuſtain'd 

By him with many comforts, till we end 


1090 


In duſt, our hnal reſt and native home, 

What better can we do, then to the place 
Repairing where he judgrd as, proſtrate fall 
Before him reverent, and there confeſs 
| Humblyour faults, and pardon beg,with tears 
VVatering the ground, and with our fighs the Air 
Frequenting, ſeat from hearts contrite, in ſign 
Of ſorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 
From his diſpleaſure; in whoſe look ſerene, 
VVhen angry moſt he ſeem'd and moſt ſevere, 
V'Vhat elſe but favor, grace, and mercie ſhon > 

$0 ſpake our Father yum nor Eve 

Felt leſs remorſe : they forthwith to the plac» 
Re- 


_— 
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Repairing where he judg'd them proſtrate fell 
Betore him reverent, and both confets'd 
Humbly thir faults, and pardon beg'd, with tears 
VVantng che ground, and with thir fi Shs ir 
6 enting, ſent from hearts contrite, * ſign 
Of orrow unfeign' d, and humiliation meck. 


The Exd of the Ninth Book. 
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Unutterable, 


Hus they in lowlieſt plight repentant 
f ſtood 


[The ſtonie from thir hearts, and made new fleſh 
\Regenerat grow inſtead, that ſighs now breath'd 
which the Spirit of prayer 

| ird,and wing d for Hear'n with 

| Then ICS loudeſt Oratorie : yet thir port 

Not of mean ſuiters, nor important leſs 

Seem'd thir Petition, then _ th' - — Pair | 
I Idjleſs angic then theſe, 

os L732, chaſter O [7 to reſtore 

The Race of Mankind rk 

Of Themis ſtood devout. To Heav'othir prayers 


Praying, for from the WO 


wnd, before the Shrine 


— 


Flew 


— 


— 
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Flew up, nor miſsd the way, by envious windes | 
Blow'a vagabond or fruſtrate : in they paſsd | 
| Dimentionlefs through Heav'aly dores z then clid | 
With incenſe, where the Golden Altar fum'd, 
By thir great Interceflor, came inſight | 
Before the Fathers T brone : Them the glad Son | 20 
Preſenting, thus tg intercede began. | 
See Father, what firſt fruits on Earth are {prung | 
From thy-implanted Grace in Mn, theſe Sig 
And Prayers, which in this Getden Cenſer, mixt | 
Wirth Inceofe, |-thy Prieſt before thee bring, | 
[Fruits of more pleaſing, ſavour from thy ſeed | 
Sow'n with contrition in his heart, then thoſe | 
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees | 
Of Paradiſe coyld- have produc'r, ere falln | 
| 
| 


{From innocence. . Now,thetefore bend thine: care 

To ſupplication, heare his (ighs though ware; 
Unskilfal with what words to pray,let mee 
[nterpret for him, mee his Advecate 


And iriatiqn, ll his works on.mee | | 
| Creed graft, my Merit thoſe | 


Shall perfet,'and for theſe my Dewh ſhall pay. 
A me, and in mee from theſe teceave fo 
The ſmell of peace toward Mankinde, let him live 
Before thee reconcil'd, atleaſt his oy 
Numberd,tbough fad,till Death, his doomnG(which I | 45 
To mitigate thus plead, not ta ceverte) © 
To better. lite ſhall yeeld bim, where wieh mee 
All. my .redeemd way dwell in joy and blifs, 
Made opp yich ies 1 with thee am ones 
To, whom the Father, withont-Clond,ferene. : 
All thy requeſt for Man, accepted Su, .. 


- | * Sn ? . Obtain D508 


—— 


| 
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Obtain, all thy requeſt was my Decree: 
But longer in that Paradiſe to dwell, 
The Law I gave tv Nature him forbids : 
Thoſe pure immortal Elements that know 
No groſs, no unharmoneous mixture foule, 
Eje@ him tainted now, and/purge himotf 
As a diſtemper;, groſs to aire as grols, 
And mortal food, as may diſpoſe him belt 
For difſolution wrought by Sin, that firſt 
Diſtemperd- a)l-things, and of incor 
Corrupted. - Fat firſt with two fair 
Created him endowd, with Hdppineſs 
And Immortalitie : that fondly lolt, 

T his other ferv'd but to eternize woes 
Till I provided Death 3 ſo Death becomes 
His final remedic, and after Life | 
Tri'din tribulation; and refin'd 


| By Faith and fairhful works, to ſecond Life, 


Wak't in the renovation of the juſt, 
But let ns call to Synod all the Bleſt'”?: * 


As how with peccant A late faw3 
And in thir ſtaze,though fir ped | 
He ended , andthe Son gave figna! bigh 
To the bright Miniſter that watchd, hee blew 

His Trumpet, heard in Oreb fince perhaps 
When God deſcended, and perhaps once more 


|Filld all the Regiotis : from thir blj 


To ſound at general-doom., Tir Hlaſt 
Of Amarantin Shade, Fountain or Spring, 


ThroughHeav as wide boundsfrom them 1 will not 
My judgments, how with Mankind I proceed, (hide 


Re him up with 'Heav'n ahd Earth renewd. 


By 
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By the watersof Life, where cre wy en 

| In fellowſhips of joy : the Sons of Light 

| Haſted, reſorting to the Summons high, 

And took thir Seats 5 till from his Throne ſfupream 

Th' Almighty thus pronounc'd his fovran WAI. 
O Sons, like one of us Man is become 

To know both Good and Evil; fnce his taſte 

Of that defended Fruit 4 bur let him boaſt 

His knowledge of Good loſt, and Evil got, 

Happier, had it ſuffic'd him to Have known 

Good by it ſelf, and Eviinor at all. 

He ſorrows now, repents, and prayes contrite, 

My motions in him, longer then they move, 

H1s heart I know,” how variable and vain 

Self-left. Leaſt therefore his now bolder hand 

Reach alſo of the Tree of Life, and-ecar, | 

And live for ever, dream atleaſttolive 

For ever, to remove him 1 decree, 

And ſend him from the Garden forth to Till 

The Ground whence he was tiken, firter ſoile. 
Michael, this my beheſt have ve =>r0 charge, 


Thy choice of flaming warriours, lealt the Fiend | 
Or in behalf of Man, or toinvade, - | 
| Vacant poſſeſſion ſor new trouble raiſe } 

Haſt thee, and fromthe Paradiſe of Gbd | 
| Without remorſe drive out the finful Pair, | 
| From hallowd ground th' unholie, abd denounce 
| To them and to thir Progenie from thence ' | 
Perpetual banifbnſent, Yet leaſt they faine 

At the ſad Sentence rigorouſly 'urg'd, 

For I behold thein oft nd and with tears 


Bewail- 


| 
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Take to thee from among the Cherubim ! 100 


TIO 


| 


Book IO. 


Paradiſe bt. 


120} 


130} 
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| Bewailing this excels, all terror hide. 


if patiently thy bidding they obey, ' 

Diſmiſs them not dilconſolate ; reveale 

To Adam what ſhall come in future dayes, 

As I thall thee enlighten, intermix 

My Cov'nant inthe Womans ſeed renewd; 

So ſend them forth,though ſorrowing, yet 1a peace: 

And on the'Eaſt fide of the Garden _ 

Where entrance up from Edew eaftelt climbes, 

Cherubic watch, and.of a Sword the flame 

Wide waving, all approach farr off to fright, 

And guard all paſſage tothe Tree of Lite : 

Leaſt Paradiſe a xeceptacle prove 

To Spirits foule, and all my Trees thir prey, 

With whoſe ſtol'a Fruit Man once more to delude. 
He ceas'd; and th' Archangelic Power prepar'd 

For ſwift deſcent,with him the Cohort bright 

Of watchful Cherubim z four faces each 

Had, ltke a double Jer, all thir ſhape 

Spangl'd with cxes pore,numerous then thoſe 

Of Argus, and more waketulthen to drouze, 

Chira'd with 4rcadiawPipe, the Paſtoral Reed 

Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while 

To refalute the World: with ſacred Light 


| Lexcothea wak'd, and with freſh dews imbalmd 


Che Earth, wheu Adew and firſt Matron Eve 
Had ended now thir Oriſons,and found, 


'Stren th added from above, new hope to ſpring 


Out of deſpaire, joy, but with fear yet link 

Which thus to.&ve his welcome words renewd, 
Eve, ealily may Faith admit, that all 

The good which we enjoy, from Heav'a deſcends 


But 
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But that from us vught ſhuuld aſcend to Heav'n 
So prevalent as to concerne the mind 
Of God high-bleſt, or to incline his will, 
Hard to belict may ſecr? ; yct this will Prayer, ! 
Or one ſhort ſigh of 1umarc breath, up-borne 
Ev'nto the Seat of God. Fir tiice I ſaught 
By Prayer th' offended Deitic co appeale, 150 
Kneel'd and before him humbl'd all ny heart, { 
Metbought I faw him placable and mild, 
Bending hi: earcs perfwaſton in me grew 
That was heard with favour z peace recurnd 
Home to my breſt, and to my memorie 
His promiſe, that thy Seed ſhall bruiſe our Foe 3 
Whichthen not minded in diſmay, yet now 
Aſſures me that the bitterneſs of death 
Is paſt, and we ſhall live. Whence Haile to thee, 
Eve rightly call d, Mother of all Mankind, 160 
Mother of all things living, ſince by thee 
Man is to live, and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with ſad demeanour meek. 
Il worthie I ſuchtitle ſhould belong 
To me tranſgreſſour, who for thee ordaind 
A help, became thy ſaare ; to mee reproach 
Rather belongs, diſtruſt and all diſpraiſe : | 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, | 
That 1 who firſt brought Death on all, am grac't | 
The ſourſe of life; next fayourable thou, 
Who highly thus to entitle me vourſat it, 
Farr other name deſerving. But the Field 
Tolabour calls us now with ſweat impos'd, 
Though after {leepleſs Night ; for ſee the Morn, | 
All unconcern'd with our unreſt, begins | 


Mi Pp Her 
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Her rolie progreſs ſmiling 3 let us forth, 


[| never from thy {ide henceforth to tray, 
Wherere our days work lies, though now enjoind 
Laborious, till day droopz while here we dwell, 
What can be toilſom in theſe pleaf.int Walkes ? 
Here let us live, though in tall'a ſtate, content, 

So ſpake, ſo wiſh'd much-humbl'a Eve, but Fate 
Subſcrib'd not 3 Nature firſt gave Signs, impreſt 
On Bird,Beaſt, Aire, Aire ſuddenly eclips'd 

After ſhort bluſh of Morn : nigh in her ſight 

The Bird of Jove, ſtoopt from his aerie tour, 

Two Birds of gaye't plume before him drove : 
Down from a Hill the Beaſt that reigns in Woods, 
Firſt Hunter then, purſu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlieſt of all the Forreſt, Hart and Hinde 
DireCt toth' Eaſtern Gate was bent thir flight. 

| 4dam obſerv'd, and with his Eye the chaſe 
Purſuing, not unmov'd to Fve thus ſpake. 

O Eve, ſome furder change awaits us nigh, 
Which Heav'n by theſe mute figns in Nature ſhews 
Forerunners of his purpoſe, or to warn 
Us haply too ſecure of our diſcharge 
From penaltie, becauſe from death releaſt 
Swe days 4. how long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows, or more then this, that we are duſt, 
And thither muſt return and be no more, 

VVhy elſe this double object in our fight 

Of flight purſu'd in th* Air and ore the ground 
Ore way the felt-ſame hour? why n the Eaſt 
Darkneſs ere Dayes mid-courte,and Morning light 
More orient in yon VVeltern Cloud that draws 
O're the blew Firmament a radiant white, 
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And {low Ceſcends,with ſomthing heav'aly fraught. 
He err'd not, for by this the heav'nly Bands 

Dowa from a Skie of Jaſper lighted now 

[n Paradiſe,an:! ona Hill made alt, 

A glorious Apparition, had not doubt 

And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adazzs eye. 

Not that more glorivus, when the Angels met 

Jacob in Maibanaim, where he ſaw 

[ be field Pavilion'd with his Guardians bright ; 

Nor that which on the flaming Mount appeerd 

In Dothan, cover'd with a Camp of Fire, 

Againſt the $5rian King,who to ſurprize 

One man, Allaflin-like had levied Warr, 

Warr unproclam'd. The Priacely Hierarch 

[ln thir bright ſtand, there !ett his Powers to ſ(eife 

Poſi:ſſion of the Gardcn; hee alone, 

To finile where 44amlheiterd, took his way , 

Not unperceav'd of 4d4im, who to Foe, 

While the great Vilitant approachd,thus ſpake. 
'Fve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 

Of us will ſoon determin, or imp-fe 

New Laws to be obſerv'd ; for I deſcrie 

From yonder blazing Cloud t hat veils the Hill 

One of the heav'nly Hoſt, and by his Gate 

None of the meanelt, ſome great Potentate 

Or of the Thrones above, ſuch Majeſtic 

'Inveſts him coming z yet not terrible, 

| That I ſhould fear, nor ſociably mild, 

| As Raphael, that 1 ſhould much confide, 

But ſolemn and ſublime, whom not to offend, 

With reverence | muſt meet, and thou retire. 
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He ended 3 and th' Arch-Angel ſoon drew nigh, | 
Pp 2 Not 
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| Not in his ſhape Celeſtial, but as Man 
240 Clad to meet Man; over his lucid Armes 
A militarie Veſt of purple flowd 
Livelier then Mclibean, or the graine 
Of Sarra, worn by Kings and Hero's old 
In time of Truce; 7ris had dipt the woof; 
His ſtarrie Helme unbuckl'd ſhew'd him prime 
'In Manhood where Youth ended ; by his ſide 
Asina omg Zodiac hung the Sword, 
Satans dire dread, and in his hand the Spear. 
| Adam bowd low, hee Kingly from his State 
25 ©, Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd. 

Adam, Heavens high beheſt no Preface needs : 
Sufticient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by ſentence when thou did(t tranſgreſs, 
Defeated of his ſeiſfure many dayes 
Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein thou may'lt repent, 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayſt cover : well may then thy Lord appeas'd 
Redeem thee quite from Deaths rapacious claime ! 
But longer in this Paradiſe to dwell 
260 Permits not 3 toremove theeI am come, 

And ſend thee from the Garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou walſt tak'n, fitter Soile. 
He added not, for Adam: at the newes | 
Heart-ſtrook with chilling gripe of ſorrow ſtood, 
That all his ſenſes bound 5 Eve, who unſeen | 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament | 
Diſcover'd ſoon the place of her retire. | 
O unexſpected ſtroke, worſe then of Death! | 
Muſt I thus leave thee Paradiſe? thus leave | 
270. Thee Native Soile, theſe happie Walks and Shades, 
1 Fit 
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Fit haunt of Gods? where I had hope to ſpend, 

Quiet though ſad, the reſpit of that day 

That muſt be mortal to us both. O flours, 

That never will in other Climate grow, 

My early viſitation, and my laſt 

At Eev'n, which I bred up with tender hand 

From the firſt op'ning bud, and gave ye Names, 

Who now ſhall reare ye to the Sun, or ranke 

[Your Tribes, and water from th' ambroſial Fount ? 

Thee laſtly nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd 

With what to fight or ſmell was ſweet 3 from thee 

How ſhall I part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower World, to this obſcure 

And wilde , how ſhall! we breath in other Aire 

Leſs puzxe, accuſtumd to immortal Fruits ? 
Whomthus the Angel interrupted milde, 

Lament not Eve, but patiently reſigne 

What juſtly thou haſt loſt ; nor ſet, thy heart, 

T hus over tond, on that which is not thine ; 

Thy ;going is not lonely, with thee goes 

Thy Husband, him to tollow thou art bound ; 

Where he abides, think there thy native ſoile. 
Adam by this trom the cold ſudden damp 

Recovering, and his ſcatterd ſpirits returnd, 

To Michael thus his humble words addrefGd. 
Celeſtia!, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd 

Of them the Higheſt , for ſuch of ſhape may ſeem 

'Prince above Princes, gently haſt thou tould 

[Thy meſſage, which might elſe in telling wound, 

[And in performing end us 3 what beſides 

Of ſorrow and dejection and deſpair 

Our frailtie can luſtain, thy tidings bring, 


En Depar- 
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Departure from this happy place, our ſweet 
|Recels, and onely conſolation left 


Familiar to our eyes, all places elſe 
Inhoſpitable appeer and delſvlate, 

Nor knowing us nor known : aud if by prayer 
[ncefſant I could hope to change the will 

Of him who all things can, I would not ceaſe 
To wearie him with my aſt:duous cries : 

But prayer againſt his abſolute Decree 

No more availes then breath againſt the winde, 
Blown ſtifling back on him that breaths it forth - 
Therefore to his great bidding I ſubmit. 

This moſt athicts re, that departing hence, 

As from his face | ſhall be hid, deprivd 

His blefled count'nancez here I could frequent, 
With worſhip, place by place where he vourſaf'd 
Preſence Divine, and to my Sons relate ; 

On this Mount he appeerd, under this Tree 
Stood viſible, among theſe Pines his voice 

[ heard, here with him at this Fountain talk'd : 
So many grateful Altars I would reare 

Of graſſie Terfe, and pile up every Stone 

Of luſtre from the brook, in memorie, 

Or monument to Ages, and thereon 

Offer ſweet ſmelling Gumms & Fruits and Flours: 
In yonder nether Workd where ſhall I ſeek 
His bright appearances, or footltep trace ? 
For though I fled him angrie, yet recall'd 
To life prolongd and promisd Race, I now 
Gladly bebold though but his utmoſt skirts 
Of glory, and farr off his ſteps adore. 


] To whom thus Michael with regard benigne. 
Adam, 
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Adam, thou know'ſt Heav'n his, and all the Earth. | 
Not this Rock anely ; his Omnipreſence f1)!s 
Land, Sea, and Aire, and every kinde that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual power and warmd : 

All th' Earth he gave thee to poſle(s and rule, 
No deſpicable gitt 3 ſurmiſc not then 

His preſence to theſe narrow bounds confhn'd | 
Of Paradiſe or Eden : this had been | 
Perhaps thy Capital Seate, from whence had ſpred | 
All generations, and had hither come | 
From all the ends of th' Earth, to celebrate | 


And reverence thee thir great Progenitor. 
But this prxeminence thou haſt loſt, brought dow! | 
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To dwell vn eeven ground now with thy Sons : 
Yet doubt not but in V allie and in Plaine 

God is as here, and will be found alike 35 
Preſent, and of his preſence many a iigne | 
Still following thee, ſtiil compaſſing thee round | 
With goodneſs and paternal Love, his Face | 
Expreſs, and of his '_ the track Divine. | 
Which that thou mayſ[t'beleeve, and be confirmd, | 
Ere thou from hence depart, know I am ſent 
To ſhew thee what ſhall come in future dayes | 
[o tieeand tothy Ofspring ; good with bad | 
Expect to hear, ſuperna] Grace contending | 
With ſinfulneſs of Men; thereby to learn 360 | 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear | 
And pious ſorrow, equally enur'd | 
By moderatiun either (tate to beare, 4 
Proſperous or adverſe : ſo ſbalt thou lead | 
Safeſt thy life, and beſt prepar'd endure 

Thy mortal paſſage whenit comes. Aſcend 
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[THis Hitt , let Eve (forl have drencht her eyes) | 


| Here ſleep telow while thon to foreſight wak'(t, 


' As once 1,1. 44 fJepit, while Shee to life was formd. 
270! 
- 7 


| _Towlum Hu: Adam gratefully repli'd. 
{lcend, I folio'y thee, ſafe Guide, the path 


ilion ict me, androthe hand of Heav'n ſubmit, 


Powever chiftnirig, to the evil turne 
My obvious breaſt, arming to overcom 
By ſuffering, andearne reſt from labour won, 
[tf ſo I mov attain, So buth aſcend 

In the Viſions of God : It was a Hill 

O! Paradiſe the higheſt, from whoſe top 
The Hemiſphere of Earth in cleereſt Ken 
Stretcht out to ampleſt reach of proſpet lay. 
Not l:igher that Hill nor wider looking round, 
Whereon for different cauſe the Tempter ſet 
Our ſccond Adam in the Wilderneſs, 


His Eye might there command wherever ſtood 
City of old or modern Fame, the Seat 

Of mightieſt Empire, from the deſtind Walls 
Of Cambalu, ſeat of Cathaian Can 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temirs Throne, 
To Pagxin of Sinean Kings, and thence 
To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul 

Down tothe golden Cherſoneſe, or where 
The Perſian in Ecbatan late, or ſince 

In Hiſpahan, or where the Ruſſzan Kſar 

In Moſco, or the Sultan in Bizance, 
Turcheſtan-born 3 nor could his eye not ken 
Th' Empire of Neg#s to his utmoſt Port 
Ercoco and the leſs Maritine Kings 


— — — _—— 


| 


Tothew himall Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory, 


Mombata 


© Paradiſe bf. 
Mombazs; and Heiſp, aid Melind, 7 
0 * 1,400 


Book''r 


And Sofala thou - tothe Realthe 
Of Congo, and Angola fardeſt South 5 ' __ 
Or thence from Niger Flbod to Athar Mount ' 


| 


The Kingdoms of 4lmanſer, Fez and 8we, ' 4 '' 
| Mardi6s'ati# Algiers; and Triaiſex'3 all, 
On Ewrope thetice, and'where Rome was to fway 
The V Vorld : ib'Spirit perhaps he alſo faw* - | 
Rich Afexico"the feat of Moreznme, + 
And- Cieſto in Fers, the richer: ſeat ' _- 
Of Atabatipa, ind yet waſpoil'd © 
Guiana, whoſe great” Citic Geryorxre Sons © | 
Call El! Dorado: but to nobler fights 
Michael from Adams eyes the Filme remov'd 
V'Vhich that faKe Fruit that | ww me d clearer ſight 
Had byediz therpurg'd wit Euphraſic and Rite 
The viſual Nerve, ' tor-he had miſch toſeey''- 
And frodi'the V Vell of Life three drops inſtill'd, 
So deep the werot theſe Ingredients pierc'd, 
Eevn to-the moſt ſeat of mental ſight, 
That A4daw how enfor@t to cloſe his eyes, ' - 
Sunk down and alt his/Spirits became ihtranſt : 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand e | 
Soon rais'd; and his attention thus recall'd. - - 
Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firſt behold 
Th' effe&ts which thy'oripinal crime-hath wrought 
In ſome to ſprihgfromthee, who never tonch'd | 
Th' excepted Tree, nor'with the Snake confpir'd; 
Norlinn'd thy fin, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bting forth more'violent deeds. 
His eyes he oP'tid, 'atid beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilthywhereon were Sheaves 
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A ſweatie- | hed from his Tillage brag 
Firſt Fruits, the greep Kare, .and the y6l Sheaf, 
Uncull'd, as game 4@-hand z a $hepberd, next. 
Moje week, came. withthe Fuſtlings of; his F lock 
Choiceſt.and, beſt 5 then ſacrificing, lajd 

The Inwards and tbir-Fat, with Incenſe ſtrew'd, 
On the cleft Wood, .and all dye Rites perform'd. 


[His Offring ſoon propitious; Fire from _ Ad 


|Conſum'd with njmble-.glance,and grateful ſkea 


*| The others not. for his was not hipcere ; 


Whereat hee zalie rag 'd, and as they talk' d, 
Smote him into the Mjdrifi A eaſy a ſtone 
That heat. out lifez he fell, and devdhy-pole. 
Groand out his Sul with guſhing blou effus' 4: 
Muoh-at that fight was Adam in is heart | | 
Diſmai'd;and thus in haſte toth' Angel cri'd, 

O Teacher, ſome great miſchief hath befall'n 
To that meek man, who,well _ lacaike'ds : - 


S ## &4+*®- 


|F Los one je that. bis ieien Orig found. 
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Buch have] now ſeen Neath ?, Is thisthe-way 
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I muſt return.co ative-8ifſt>'O fight” | 

Of terrour; fouLand u lyto| behold, 

Horrid to think, how le to feel! 
To whom thus Michel, Death thou haſt OT | 

In his firſt ſhape on man'; bit-may ſhapes) | 

Of Death, and many arethe waycs"that lead. | 

To his grim Cave, all diſmal; yet to ſenſe | 

More terrible at elf entrance thenwithin, 470 

Some, as thouſaw'ſt, by violent ſtroke ſhall-die, : 

By Fire, Flood, Famin, by Intemperance more ' - 

[n Meats and Driaks,which on'the Earthſhal bring 

Diſeaſes dire, of which a monſtrous crew 

Before thee ſhall appear 5 that rhou mayſt know 

What miſerie th' 1nabſtinence of Eve 

Shall bring on men. Tmwmediately a place 

Before his eyes-appeard, ſad, nvyſom, dark, 

A Lazar-houſe it ſeemd; wherein wereBig”! 


— —_—_ 


Of cakily of all diſeas'd, "all maladies © | | [480 
__— orracki torture, qualmes | 
off hea Agonis,all teavorbus kinds, 


Convulions, B kept ies, EG. bs 
Inteſtin Stone and Uleer;! Colic at bavin 
Dropſies,and'Aſthma and ole —_— 
Dire was the toſfing, deep'the Gents The 
Tended efick bt om | 
And over them triatphane Deaths IeDice” IF a6 
Shook, but\delaill t6 Htke;t tinvok'e | 
With vows, as thir-chieFp 54; | Ke final h 90 
'D fnochrou ing 4 

et 'd HENS eauld, 
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A ſpace, till fixmerthoyghts reſtraind exceſs, 


And ſcarce recovering words' his 'plaint renew'd. 


O miſerable Manking, towhat fall 
Degraded, to what wretched: ſtate'referv'd | 
Better end heexuobarn; Why is life givin 
To he, thus wrelted frotn-us ? rathdr-why 
Obtraded on us thus > who if we knew 


| | What we receive, would ether not accept 


Life:offer's, or ſogn beg/ta lay it down, 
Gladto beſo diſmaſtip peace. Can thus 


| Th'Image.of God in,mah created.once 


$& goodly.and ere, though faultie lince, 
To ſuch unſightly ſufferings be debav't 


| Under inhuman; pains? Why ſhotld not Man, 


Rctaining,ſtill Divige ſimjlieude 3:11 cc 1 

in part, = Tuch deformities befree, !- TE 

And for his Makers Iniage'ſake'exeoipt ? + - 
Thir Makers, Image, anſwerd Aftcbael; then - 

Forſook them, when themſelvesthey villif'd | 

To ſerve ungover nd. 5124 andtook-- © 

' His Image whom they.{etv'd,: '@ brutiſtyvice, - 19. 


InduQtive maialy to thewvinof Boe. - >: 


ns abje(t-zs chis puniſhment, - +. 
Or FH ore pes likeneſs, but thir ny 
eſs, byyhemſtives defagp::': lr 


While the the gone \N 
To lgath ne 


F; fihde they! ,- 


|Gods. meas jd not revenevayinhamlelves. | 


£ild xt. juſt; ſaid dam, andfubmit.. . . - 
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There is, ſaid Michael, if thou well obſerve 
The rule of not too much, by temperance taught 
in what thou eatſt and drink(t,ſeeking from thence 
Cue nouriſhment, nct gluttenocus delight, 530 

Ti many years over thy head returh: 
So maiſt thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop 
Into thy Mothers Jap, or be with eaſe 
Gatlierd, not harſhly ptucke, for death mature : 
Thisis old age; but thenthou muſt outlive 
Thy youth, - thy ſtrength, thy beauty, which will 
To witherd weak & grayzthy Senfes'then {change 
Qazule, all taſte of vleaſ ure muſt forgoe, | 
fro what thou haſt, and for the Aire of youth 
Hopeful and -cheerful, in thy blood will reigne [540 
A melanchally damp of cold and dry 
To whigh thy fpirits down, and laſt conſume 
The Balme of Life. To whom our Anceſtor. 
) Henceforth I flie not Death, nor would prolong | 
Life much, bent rather. how I may be quit 
Faireſt and eaneſt of- this combrous charge, 
Which 1 muſt keep till my appointed day 
Of rendring: up. Michael to himreplid, | 
Nor lovethy Life, nor hatez but what thon livſt| 
Live well, how long or ſhort permit to Heay'na: [550 
And now prepare thee for another ſight. | 
| He lookd-and ſaw.a ſpacious Plaine, whereon - | 
Were Tents of. various hue ; by ſome were herds| 
Of Cattel/ grazing : others, whence the ſound | 
f Inſtruments that made melodious chime' ; 
as heard, of Harþ and Organ ; and who moovd | 
hir ſtops and chords was feen : his- volant touch | 
Inftin&through all proportions low and high : 
Fled' 
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Fled and purſu'd tranſverſe the reſonanc fugue. 
In other part ſtood one who at the Forge 
Labouring, two maſhe clods of Tron and Braſs 
Had melted (whether found where caſual fire 

Had waſted woods on Mountaia or in Vale, 
Down to the veins of Earth, thence gliding hot 
To {cm Caves mouth, or whether waſht by ftream 
From underground) the liquid Ore he drciad 

Into fit moulds prepar'd 3; trom which he ford 
Firſt his own Toolcsz then, what might elſe be 
Fuſil or grav'a jo mettle. After theſe, (wrought 
But on the hether fide a different ſort _ 


From the high neighbouring Hills, which was thir 


Down tothe Plain d-icended : by thirguiſe (Scat, 
Juſt men they ſcemd, and all thir ſtudy bent 


To worſhip God aright, and know his works 
Net id, nor thoſe things loſt whicli mighepreſerve 
Freecom and Peace to men : they on the Plain 
Long had not walkt, when from the Tents behold 
A Beavie of fair Women, richly gay 

In Gems and wanton dreſs; to the Harp they ſung! 
Soft amorous Dirtics, arid in dance came on : "1 
The Meo though grave,cy'd them, and leethir eyes 
Rove without rein, tillin the amorous Net 

Faſt caught, they lik'd, and each his liking choſe 5; 
And now of love they treat ti} th" Eevning Star 
Loves Harbinger appeerd'; then a} in heat 4 
They light the Nuptial Torch, and big invoke ( / 
Hymen, then firſt to marriage Rites invok'ts 

ith Feaſt and Muſick all the Terits! xcſound.- > // 
Such happy interview aadfairbvent >: 16 


Of love & youth not lolt; Songs, Garlands; Flours 


nd 


— —— 
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Of 4dazs, ſoon enclin'd to admit delight, 

The bent of Nature; which he thus expreſs'd, 
True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleſt,-. 
Much better ſeems this Viſion, and more hope | 
Of peaceful dayes portends, thenthole two paſt ; 
Thoſe were of hate and death, or pain much worſe, 

Here Nature ſeems falfilld in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judg not what is beſt 
By pleaſure, though to Nature ſeeming meet, 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holie and pure, conformitie divine. 

Thoſe Tents thou ſawſt ſo pleaſant,were the Tents 
Of wickedneſs, wherein ſhall dwell his Race 
Who few his Brother 3 ſtudious they appere 

Of Arts that poliſh Life, Inventers rare, 
Unmindful of thir Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them,but they his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Yet they a beauteous ofspring ſhall beget ; 

For that fair femal Troop thou ſawſt, that ſeemd 
Of Goddeſlcs, fo blithe, fo ſmooth, ſo gay, 

Yet empty of all good wherein confilts 

Womans domeſtic honour and chief praiſe ; 

Bred onely and completed to the raſh 


To drefs,and troule the Tongue,and roule the Eye 
To theſe that ſober Race of Men, whoſe lives | 
Religious titl'd themthe Sons of God, 

Shall yeild up all thir vertue, all thir fame 
Iznobly, to the vraines and to the ſmiles 


And charming Symphonies attach'd the heart 


c | 


Ofluſtful appetence, to ſing, to dance, | 


Of theſe fair Atheiſts, and cow ſwinv in joy, 
(Erelong to ſwim at larg,) and laugh for _ 
F e 
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The world erclong a world of tears muſt weepe. 
To whom thus Adaw of ſhort joy bereft, 

O pittie and ſhame, that they who to live well 

Faterd (o faire, ſhould turn alide to tread 

Paths indireCt, or inthe mid way faint ! 
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But (H11 I fee the tenor of Mans woe 


| Holds on the ſame, from Woman to begin. 


From Mans effeminate ſlackneſs it begins, 

Said th' Angel, who ſhould better hold his place 
By wiſdome, and ſuperiour gifts receavd. 
But now prepare thee for another Scene. 

He lookd and ſaw wide Territorie ſpred ' 
Before him, Towns, and rural works between, 
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs, 
Concourſ in Arms, fierce Faces Crnnpting Warr, 
Giants of mightie Bone, and bould etnpriſe 5 
Part wield thir Arms,part courb the foaming Steed, 


With Dart'and Jav'lin, Stones and ſulfurous Fire 3 


Single vor in Array of Battel rang'd 

(Both Horſe and Foot, nor idely muſtring ſtood ; 
One way a Band ſelect from forage drives 

A berd of Beeves, faire Oxen atid faire Kine 
From a fat Meddow ground ;z or fleecy Flock, 
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plaine, 
Thir Bootie 3 ſcarce with Lite the Shepherds flye, 
But call :n aide, which tacks a bloody Fray; | 
Withcruel Tournament the Squadrons joine 3 
Where Cattel paſtur'd late, nuw ſcatterd lies 
With Carcaſles and Arms th' enſanguind Field 
Deſerted.; Others toa Citie ſtrong 

= Siege, eacamptz by Batterie, Scale, and Mine, 
Afſlaulting 5i others from ehe Wall defend 


On 
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On each hand ſlaughter and gigantic deeds. 
la other part the ſcepter'd Haralds call 

To Council in the Citie Gates : anon 
Grey-headed men and grave, withWarriours mixt, 
Atllemble, and Harangues are heard, but ſoon 
[n factious oppoſition, till at laſt 

Ot middle Age one rifing, eminent 

[n wiſe deport, ſpake much of Right and Wrong, 
pad gwen of Religion, Truth and Peace, 

And Judgement from above : him old and young 
Exploded, and had ſeiz'd with violent hands, 

Had not 2 Cloud deſcending ſnatch'd him thence 
Unſeen amid the _—_ lo violence 

| Proceeded, and Oppreſſion, and Sword-Law 
Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found, 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting turnd full ſad 3 O what are theſe, 
Deaths Miniſters, not Men, who thus deal Death 
Inbumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten houked fould the fin of him who flew 

His Brother 3-for of whom ſuch maſlacher 

Make they but of thir Brethren, men of men? 
But who was that Juſt Man, whom had not Heav'n 
Reſcu'd, had in his Righteouſneſs bin loſt? 

| To whom thus Michael; Theſe arethe produtt 
Of thoſe ill- mated Marriages thou faw'ſt; 

| Where good with bad were matcht, who of them- 


| Abhorto joyns and by imprudence mixt, (lelves} 


' Produce prudigious Births of bodie or mind. 
Such were thele Giants, men of Bed renown 3 
For in thoſe dayes-Might onely ſhall be admir's; 
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And Valour and Heruzc Vertu call'd ; 
| Rr To 
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To overcome in Batrtel, and ſubdue 
| Nations, and bring home ſpoils with infinite 
'Man-ſlaughter, ſhall be held the higheſt pitch 
690 Of human Glorie, and for Glorie done 
; Of triumph, to be ſtyl'd great Conquerours, 
Patrons uf Mankind, Gods,and Sons of Gods, 
Deſtroyers rightlier call'd and Plagues of men. 
'T hus Fame ſhall be achicv'd, renown on Earth, 
And what moſt merits fame in filence hid. 
But hee the ſeventh from thee, whom thou beheld(t 
| The onely righteous in a World perverſe, 
And therefore hated, therefore ſo beſet 
With Foes for daring ſingle to be juſt, | 
700 And utter odious Truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints: Him che moſt High! 
Rapt in a balmie Cloud with winged Stceds - 
Did, as thou ſawſt, receave, to-walk with God 
High in Salvation and the Climes of bliſs, 
Exempt from Death ; to ſhew thee what reward | 
Awaits the good, the reſt what puniſhment 5 | 
Which now direct thine eyes and ſoon behold. 
| He look'd,& ſaw the face of things quite chang'dy 
The brazen Throat of Warr had ceaſt to roar, 
710: All now wasturn'd to jollitie and game, 
To luxuricand riot, feaſt and dance, 
Marrying or proſticuting, as befell', 
Rapeor Adulteric, where paſhng faire 
Allurd them thence from Cups to civil Broiles; 
At length a Reverend Sire among them came, | 
And of thar, doings = diſlike declar'd, 
| And reſtifi'd againſt thir wayesz hee oft 
Frequented thir Aſſemblies, whereſo met,,. | 
| Triumphs 


n 
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[Triumphs or Feſtivals, and to them preachd 
(Converſion and R ance, as to Souls | 
ln priſon under Judgements imminent : | 
'But all in vain : which when he ſaw, he ceas'd | 
| 


720 


/Contendivg, and remov'd his Tents farr off ; 
[Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall, 
Began to build a Veſlel of huge bulk, | 

Meaſur'd by Cubit,length, & breadth, and highth, 
'Smeard round with Pitch, and in the fide a dore 
(Contriv'd, and of proviſions laid in large 
[For Man and Beaſt : when Joe a wonder ſtrange ! 

Of everie Beaſt, and Bird, and Inſet ſmall 730 
Came ſeavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught | 
Thir orders laſt the Sire, and his three Sons 
With thir four Wives;zand God made faſt the dore. 
Meanwhile theSoutkwind roſe,& with black wings! 
Wide hovering,all the Clouds together drove | 
From under Heav'n 3 the Hills to their ſupplie 
Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moiſt, 

Sent up amain 3 and now the -thick'nd Skie 

Like a dark Ceeling ſtood ; down ruſh'd the Rain; 
Impetuous, and continu'd till the-Earth 1740 
No more was ſeen; the floating Veſſel fvuum | 
Uplifted 5 and ſecure with beaked prow | 
Rode ti'ting o're the Waves, all dwellings elle | 
Flood oyverwhelmd,and them with all thir pomp | 
Deep under water rould , Seacover'd Sea, | 
Sea without ſhoarz and inthir Palaces | 
Where luxurie late reign'd, Sea-monſters whelp'd | 
And ſtabl'd ; of Mankind, fo numerous late, | 
All left, in une ſmall bottom ſwumimbark't. 

How did{tthou grievethen, Adazr, to behold \750 
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The end of all thy Ofepring, end ſo ſad, 
Depopulation 3 thee another Floud, 


Of tears and ſorrow a Floud thee alſo drown'd, 

And ſunk thee as thy Sons 4 till gently reard 

By th' Angel, on thy feet thou at laſt 

Though comfortleſs, as when a Father mourns 

His Childern, all in view deſtroyd at once 5 

And ſcarce to th' Angel utterd(t thus thy plaint. 
O Viſions ill forefeen ! better had I 

Liv'd ignorant of future, fo had borne 

My part of evil onely, each dayes lot 

Anough to bear 3 thoſe now, that were diſpenſt 

The burdh of many Ages, on me li — 


At once, by my foreknowledge ga 
Abortive, to torment me ere thir X 

With thought that they muſt be. Let no man ſeek 
Henceforth to be foretold what ſhall befall 

Him a his —_ evil he may be ſure, 

Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 

And hee the future evil ſhall no leſs 

[n apprehenfion then in ſabſtance feel 

Grievous to bear : but that care now is paſt, 

Man is not whom to warne : thoſe few eſcap't 
Famin and anguiſh will at laſt conſume 
Wandring that watric Deſert : I had 

When violence was ceas't, and Warr on Earth, 

All would have then gon well, peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of manz(crownd 
But I was farr deceav'd; for now I fee 

Peace to corrupt no leſs then Warr to waſte, 

How comes it thus ? unfould, Celeſtial Guide, 
And whether here the Race of man will cad. 


| To 
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To whom thus Aficbael. T hoſe whom laſt thou ſawſlt 
[n triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firſt ſeen in alts of proweſs eminent 

And great _—_ , but of true vertu void 5 
Who —_ pilt much blood,and don much walte 
Subduing Natiuns, and achievd thereby 

Fame in the World, high ticles, and rich prey, 
Shall change thir courſe to pleaſure,caſe, and ſloth, 
Surfet, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 

Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtil deeds 1n Peace, 
The uerd alſo, and enſlay'd by Warr 

Shall with thir freedomlolt all vertu looſe 

And feare of God, from whom thir pietie feign'd 
In ſharp conteſt of Battel found no aide 

A inſt invaders ; therefore covuld in zeale 
Thenceforth ſhall pratice how to live ſecure, 
Worldlie or difſolute, on what thir Lords 

Shall leave them tq enjoy ; for th' Earth ſhall bear 
More then anuvugh, that temperance may be tri'd: 
So all ſhall curn degenerate, all deprav'd, 

Juſtice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot ; 
One Man except, the onely Son of light 

ln a dark Age, againſt example good, 

Againſt allurement, cuſtom, and a World 
Offended ;, fearleſs of reproach and ſcorn, 

Or violence, hee of thir wicked wayes 

Shall them admoniſh, and before them ſet 


| 
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The paths of righteouſneſs, how much more ſafe, 

Aad tull of peace, denouncing wrauth to come 

On thir impenitence 3 and (hall returne 

Of them derided, but of God obfervd 

The one juſt Man alive; by his command 
Shall 
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| Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheld(t, 

\ To ſave himſelf and houſhold from amidſt 

| A World devote to univerſal rack. 

| No ſooner hee with them of Man and Beaſt 

'Sele@ for life ſhall in the Ark be lodg'd, 

320. And ſhelterd round, but all the Cataratts 

- {Of Heav'n ſet open on the Earth ſball powre 

| \Raineday and night, all fountaines of the Deep 
Broke up, ſhall heave the Oceanto uſurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 

Above the higheſt Hills : -then ſhall this Mount 

Of Paradiſe by might of Waves be moovd 

Out of his place, puſhd by the horned floud, 

| With all his verdure {poil'd, and Trees adrift 

Down the great Riverto the op'ning Gulf, 

3360] And there take root an Iland ſalt and bare, 

The haunt of Seales and Orcs, and Sea-mews clang. 

To teach thee that God attributes to place 

No ſanctitie, if none be thither brought 

By Men who there frequent, or therein dwell, 

And now what further thall enſue, behold. 

He lookd, and ſaw the Ark hull on the floud, 
Which now abated, for the Clouds were fled, 
Drivn by a keen North-winde, that blowing drie 
Wrinkl'd the face of Deluge, as decai'd 5 
1845 [And the cleerSunon his wide watrie Glaſs 
Gaz'd hot, and of the freſh Wave largely drew, 

As after thirſt, which made thir flowing ſhrink 
From ſtanding lake to tripping ebbe, that ſtole 
With ſoft foot rowards the deep, who now had 
The Arkws the Heav'n his windows ſhut. (ſtopt 


he Ark no more now flotes, but ſeems on ground 
Falt] 


— 
—— 


A 


Paradiſe off. Book 10. 


[Faſt on the top of ſom high mountain hxt, 

And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer 3 

With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive 

Towercs the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 

Forthwith from out the Arke a Raven flies, 

And after him, the ſurer me flenger, 

A Dove ſent forth once and agen to fpiec 

Green Tree or ground whereon his foot may light z 

The ſecond time returning, in his Bill 

An Olive leafe he brings, pacihc ligne : 

Anon drie ground appeers, and from his Arke 

The ancient Sire deſcends with all his Train ; 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devour, 

Grateful ro — over his head beholds 

A dewie Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow 

Conſpicuous with three liſted colours gay, 

Betok'ning peace from God, and Cov'nant new, 

Whereat the heart of 4dam erſt fo fad 

Greatly rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth, 
O thou that future thi cank repreſent 

As preſent, Heav'nly inſtructer, I revive 

At this laſt ſight, affur'd that-Man ſhall live 

With all the | and thir ſeed preſerve, 

Farr leſs I now lament tor one whole World 

Ot wicked Sons deſtroyd, then Irejoyce 

For one Man found fo perfet and ſo juſt, 

That God voutſafes to raiſe another World 


— —  <_———___ 


850 


6c 


| Bookio. Paradiſe loft 


{ To whomth' Archangel, Dextrouſly thou ain/lts 


330 So willingly doth God remit his Ire, 


[Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd, 
\Griey'd at his heart, when looking down hg ſaw 
-\The whole Earth I'd with violence, and all fleſh 
'Corrupting each thirway z yet thole remoov'd, 
Such grace ſhall one juſt Man find in his fight, 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, 

And makes a Covenant never to deſtroy 

The Earth again by flood, gor let the Sea 

Surpaſs his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World 


3850| With Man therein or Beaſt 3 but when he brings 


Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein ſet 

His triple-colour'd Bow, whereon to look 

And callto mind his Cov'nant : Day and Night, 
Seed timeand Harveſt, Heat and hoary Froſt 

Shall hold thir courſe, till fire purge all things new, 
Both Heav'n and Earth,wherein the juſt ſhall dwell. 
Thus thou haſt ſeen one World begin and end 5 
And Man as from a ſecond ſtock proceed. 

Much thou haſt yetro ſee, but I perceave 


h—_ 


g00| Thy mortal fight to faile z objeGts divine 


Muſt needs impaire and wearie human ſenſe : 
Henceforth what is to com I will relate, 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. * 
This ſecond ſourt of Men, white yet but few; 
And while the dread of judgement paſt remains 
Freſh in thir mindes, fearing the Deitie, 

With ſome regard to what 1s juſt and right 

Shall lead thir lives, and aukiplie apace, 


Labouring the foile, and reaping plenteous crop, 
g m Corn wine and oyle 3 and from the herd or 


ia 


flock, 
_Oft 
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Ott ſacrificing Bullock, Lamb, or Kid, 


Under paternal rule 4 till one ſhall riſe 


Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 


With fair equalitie, fraternal ſtate, 
Will arrogate Dominion undeſery'd 


With 
SubjeCtion to his Empire t yrannous : 


And from Rebellion ſhall derive his na 


With himor under him to tyrannize, 


In foraign Lands thir memorie be loſt, 
Regardleſs whether 
Bur Gud who oft 
Unſcen, and throxdgh 
To mark thir doings, them be 


to viſit men 


Ee. __— 


Over his brethren, and quite diſpoſſeſs 

Concord and law of Nature from the Earth z 

m——_——— Men not Beaſts ſhall be his game) 
arr and hoſtile ſnare ſuch as refule 


A mightie Huater thence fe thall be (tyl'd 
Before the Lord, as in deſpite of Heav'n, 
Or from Heav'n claming Sovrantie 3 


Though of Rebellion others he accule. 
Hee with a crew, whom like Ambition joyns 


or evil fame. 


ethir habirations walks 


holding ſoon, 
Come: dowa to fee thir Citie, ere the Tower 
Sf Obſtrut 


With large Wine-offerings pour'd,and ſacred Feaſt 
'Shal ſpend thir dayes in joy unblam'd, and dwell 
Long time in peace by Families and Tribes 


Marching frum Fdexz towards the Weſt, ſhall fnde 

The Plain, wherein a black bituminous e 

Boiles.out from under ground, the mouth of Hell; 
Of Brick, and of that they caſt to build 

[A Citie & Towre,wheſetop may reach to Heay'n : 
And get themſelves aname, leaſt far diſperſt 
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Obſtrut Heav'n Towrs, and in derifion ſety 
Upon thir Tongues a various Spirit to raſe 
Quite out thir Native Language, and inſtead 
To ſow a jangling noiſe of words unknown : 
Forthwith a hideous gabble riſes loud 
Among the Builders ; each to other calls 
Not underſtood, till hoarſe, and all in 
350| As mockt they ſtorm; ——_—— hter was 1n Heay' 
Andrlooking down, to fee the hubbub 
And hear the din; thus was the building le 
Ridiculous, and the work Confuſion nam'd. 
Whereto thus Adam fatherly diſpleas'd. 
© execrable Son ſo to. aſpire 
Above his Brethren, t6 himſelf aſſuming 
Authoritie uſurpt, from God not gir'n : 
He gave us onely over Beaſt, Fiſh, Fowl 
Dominion abſolute z that right we bold 
960 |By his donation 35 but Man aver men 
He made not Lord; ſuch title to himſelf 
Reſerving, human left from human free, 
But this Ulurper his encroachment proud 
Stayes not on Man ; to God: his Tower intends 
Si e and defiance : Wretched man! what food 
'Will he convey up thither to ſuſtain 
Himſelf and his raſh Armie, where thin Aire 
Above the Glouds will pine bis entrails grols, 
' And famiſh bim of Breath, if not of Bread ? 
970 | To whom thus Michael, Juſtly thou abhorr'ſt 
[That Son, whoon the quiet ſtate of men 
Such tzxouble brought, affeCing to fubdue 
 \RationalLibertie 5 yet know withall, 
| Since thy original lapſe, true Libertic 


— 
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[s loſt, which alwayes with right Reaſon dwells 
Twing'd, and from her hath no dividual betng : 
Reaſon in man obſcur'd, vr not obeyd, 
[mmediately inordinate defires 
And gona Paſſions carch the Government 
From Reaſon, 'and to fervitude reduce ; [= 
Man till then free. Therefore fince hee permits 
Within himſelf unworthie Powers to my 
Over free Reaſon, God in Judgement ju 
Subjedts bim from without to violent Lords 3 
Who oft as undeſervedly enthrall 
His outward freedom : Tyrannie muſt be, 
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excuſe, 
Yet {omtimes Nations will decline fo low 
From vertue, which is reaſon, that tio wrong, 
But Juſtice, and ſome fatal curſe annext 

es them of thir outward libertie, 
Thar inward loſt: Witneſs th' irreverent Son 
Of him who buile the Ark, who for the ſhame 
Don to his Father, heard this beavie curſe, 
- rs þ Servants, on his vitious Race, 
Thus will this latter, as the former World, 
Still tend from bad to worſe, till God at laſt 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw | 
His from among them, and avert | 
His Eyes; reſolving from theaceforth | 000 
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To leave them to thir own polluted wayes; 

And one peculiar Nation to ſelect 

From all the reſt, of whom to be invok'd, 

A Nation from ore faithful man to ſpring : 

Him on this fide Expbrates yet refiding, 

Bred up in [dol-worſhip z O that men 

$ ( 2 CCanſt 


” —_— 


| 


1oio | To worſhip thir own work in Wood and Stone 


1020! He leaves tits Gods, his Friends, and native Soile 
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|(Canlt thou believe ?) ſhould be fo _— own, 
While yet the Patriark liv'd,who fſcap'd the , 
As to forſake the living God, and fall 


For Gods ! yet him God the moſt High voutſafes 

To call by Viſion from hisFathers houſe, 

His kindsed and falſe Gods, into a Land 

Which he will ſhew him, and from him wHl raiſe 

A mightie Nation, and upon him ſhowre 
is benediction fo, that in his Seed 

þ Nations ſhall be bleſt ; hee ſtraight L 
ot knowihbg to what Land, yet firmy believes : 

I ſee him, but thuu canſt not, with what Faith 


Ur of Chalder, patung now the Ford 
To Haran, after bim a cumbrous Train 
Of Herds and Flocks, and aumerous ſervitude ; | 
Not wandring poor, but truſting all his wealth 
With God, whocall'd him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains, I fee his Tents 
Pitcht about Sechems, and the neighbouring Plaine 
Of Aoreh ; there by promiſe he receaves 
| Gift to his Pr ic of all that Land ; 
£30] From Hawath hward to the Defert South 
| (Things by thir names 1 call,though yeturnam'd)! 
From Herewwon Eaſt to the great Weſtern Sea, 
Mount Hermon, yonder Sea, cach place behvld 
In profpþet;, as1 pointthem 3 on the ſhoare 
| Mount Caravel; the douþle-founted ſtream 
or dan, rrac limit Eaſtward ; but his Sons 
Shall dwell to Sentir, that long ridge of Hills, 
[This ponder, that all Natzonsof the Earth 
| Shall 
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Shall in his Seed be bleſſed ; by that Seed 

[s meant thy great deliverer, who ſhall bruiſe 
The Serpents head 3 whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier (ball be reveald. This Patriarch bleſt, 
Whom faithful Abraham due time ſhall call, 

A Son, and of his Son a Grand-childe leaves, 
Like him in faith, in wiſdom, and renown 5 

The Grandchilde with twelve Sons increaſt,departs 
From Canaan, toa Land hereafter call'd 

Feypt, divided by the River Nie; ' 

See where it flows, diſgorging at ſeaven mouthes 
Into the Sea : to ſojourn in that Land 

He comes invited by a yonger Son 

[ntime of dearth, a Son whoſe worthy deeds 
Raiſe him to be the ſecond in that Realme 

Of Pharas : there he dies, and leaves his Race 
Growing into a Nation, andnow grown | 
Suſpetted to a ſequent King, who ſeeks 

To ſtop thir overgrowth, as inmate gueſts 

Too numerous 3; whence of gueſts he makes them 
[Talby evo and kills thir infant Males : (ſlaves | 


Moſ! two brethren (thole two brethren call {1060 


Moſer and Aaron) lent from God to claime 
His people from enthralment, they return 
[With glory and ſpoile back tothir promis'd Land. | 
'But firſt the lawleſs Tyrant, who denies | 
To know thir God, or mellage to regard, | 
Muſt be compelld by Signes and Judgements dire ; 
'To blood unſhed the Rivers muſt be turnd, | 
Frog:, Lice and Flies mult all his Palace fill | 
With loath'd imtrafion, and fill all the land ; 4 


His Catte] mult of Rorand Murren die, * 1070 
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Botches and blaines mult all his fleſh imboſs, 
And all his people; T hunder mixt with Haile, 
Haile mixt with fire mult rend th' Egyptian Skie 
And wheel on th' Earth, devouring where it rouls; 
What it devours not, Herb, or Fruit, or Graine, 
A dark(om Cloud of Locuſts ſwarming down 
Muſt cat, and on the ground leave nothing green: 

| Darkneſs mult overſhadow all his bounds, 
1080 Palpable darkneſs, and blot out three dayes ; 

Laff with one midnight ſtroke all the firſt-bora 
Of Egypt mult lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
T his River-dragon tam'd at length ſubmits 
To let his {ojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his ſtubborn heart, but (till as Ice 
More hard'ad after thaw, till in his rage 
Purſuing whom he late diſmiſsd , the Sea 

[Swallows him with his Hoſt, but them lers paſs 

'As on drie land between two chriſtal walls, 

Aw'd by the rod of Moſer lo to ſtand 
1090 Divided,,till his reſcu'd gain thir ſhoar : 

'Such wondrous power God to his Saint will lend, 

[Though preſent in bis Angel, who ſhall goe 

Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 

'By daya Cloud, by night a pillar of Fire, 

To guide them in thir journey, and remove 

Behinde them, while th' obdurat King purſues : 
All night he will purſue, but his approach * 
Darkneſs defends between till morning Watch ; 
[Then through the Firey Pillar and the Cloud 
11co, God looking forth willtrouble all his Hoſt 
{And craze thir Chariot wheels : when by command 
_— ence more his potent Rod extends 


Over 
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ver the Sea z the Sea his Rod obeys 
n thir imbattclld ranks the Waves return, 
And overwhelm thir Warr : the Race elect 
Safe tuwards Canaan from the ſhoar advance 
Through the wilde Deſert, not the readieſt way, 
Leaſt entring 6n the Canaanite allarmd 
Warr terrifie them inexpert, and feare 
Return them back to Egypt, chooſing rather (109 
[Inglorivus life with ſervitudez for life 
To noble and ignoble is more ſweet 
Untraiod in Armes, where raſhneſs leads not on. 
This alſo ſhall they gain by thir delay 
In the wide Wilderneſs, there they ſhall found 
hir government, and thir great Senate chooſe 
Puoysh the twelveTribes,torulebyLaws ordaind: 
m the Mount of Sizi, whoſe gray top 
Shall tremble, he deſcending, will himſelf 
In Thunder Lightning and loud Trumpets ſound |; 0 
Ordaine them Lawes; part ſuch as appertaine 
To cl fates, part religious Rites 
TOffacri , informing them, by types 
And ſbadowes, of that deſtind Secd to bruiſe 
The Serpent, by what meanes he ſhall achieve 
'Mankinds deliverance. But the voice of God | 
To mortal care. is dreadful; they beſcech 
That AMaſes report to them his will, | 
And terror ceaſe ; he grants them thir deſire, | 
Inſtructed that to God is no acceſs 1139 
Without Mediator, whoſe high Office now | 
Moſes m figure beares, to introduce 
One greater, of whoſe day he ſhall foretell, 
of 
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Ot great Meſſzab (hall ſmg. Thus Laws and Rites 

Eſtabliſhr, ſuch delight hath God in Meti 

| Obedient to his will, that he voutſafes 

Among them to ſet up his Tabernacle, 

[The holy One with mortal Men to dwell : 
1140 By hispreſcript a Sanuaty is fram'd 

Ot Ceiles, overlaid with Gold, therein 
* |An Ark, and inthe Ark his Teſtimony, 
The Records of His Cov'nant, over theſe 
A Mercie-ſcat of Gold between the wings 
Of two bright Cherubim, before him burn 
Seaven Lamps as in'a Zodiac repreſenting 
The Heav'aly fires 3 over the Tent a Cloud ' 
Shall reſt by Day, a ferie gleame by Night, 
Save when they jotirnie, and at length they come, 
1150} Condutted by his Angel to'the Lat 
Promisd to Abraham and his Seed : the reſt 
Were long to tell, how many Battels fought, 
How many Kings deſtroyd, and Kingdoms won, 
Or how the Sun ſhall in mid Heav'n ſtang till 
A day entire, and Nights due courſe adjourne, 
Mans voice commanding, Sun in Gibeor\tand, 
And thou- Moon inthe vale of Aialor, 
Till -1fraeÞ overcome 3; 1o call the third 
From Abrthaw, Son of 1ſtac, and from him 
1160) His whole deſcent, who thus ſhall Canaan win. 
Here Adam interpos'd. O ſent from Heav'n, 
Enlightner of my darkneſs, gracious things 
Thou haſtveveald, thoſe chiefly which concerne '* 
Juſt Abraham and his Seed :- rrow firft Thinde - .- 
Mine eyes tre opning,” and my heart much eas'd, 
| Erwhile perplext with thoughts what would becom 
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Of mee and all Mankind ; but now I ſee 

His day, in whom all Nations ſhall be bleſt, 

Favour unmerited by me, who ſought 

Forbidd'n knowledge by forbidd'n means. 

This yet I apprehend not, why to thoſe | 

Among whom God will deigne to dwell on Earth' 

So many and ſo various Laws are giv'n; 

So many Laws argue ſo many fins 

Among them 3 how can God with ſuch refide ? 
To whom thus A7zchaet. Doubt not but that ſin! 

Will reign among them, as of thee begot 3 

And therefore was Law given them to evince 

Thir natural pravitie, by ſtirring up 

Sin againſt Law to fight 3 that whenthey ſee 

Law can diſcoverſin, but not remove, 

Save by thoſe ſhadowie expiations weak, 

The bloud of Bulls and Goats, they may conclude! 

Some bloud more precious muſt be paid for Man, 

Juſt for unjuſt, that in ſuch righteouſneſs 

To them by Faith imputed, they may finde 

Juſtification towards God, and peace 

Of Conſcience, which the Law by Ceremonies 

Cannot appeaſe, nor Man the moral part | 

Perform, and not performing cannot live. 

So Law appears imperfet, and but giv'n 

With purpoſe to reſign them in full time 

Up toa better Cov'nant, diſciplin'd 

From ſhadowie Types to Truth,from Fleſhto Spirit, 

From impoſition of ſtrict Laws, to free 

Acceptance of large Grace, from ſervil fear 

To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. 


And therefore ſhall not Moſes, though of God | 
Tt 
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| Highly belov'd, being but the Miniſter 

Of Law, his people into Canaan lead 3 

But Joſbne whom the Gentiles Jeſws call, 

His Name and Office bearing, who ſhall quell 
The adverſarie Serpent, and bring back 
Through the worlds wilderneſs long wanderd man 
Safe to eternal Paradiſe of reſt. 
Meanwhyethey io thir earthly Canaee plac't 
Long time ſhall dwell and proſper, but when fins 
National interrupt thir public peace, 

Provoking God to raiſe themzenemies ; 

From whom as oft he ſaves them penitent 

By Judges firſt, then under Kings 3 of whom 
The'ſecond, both for pietie renownd 

And puiſſant deeds, a promiſe ſhall receive 
[rrevocable, that his Regal Fhrone 

For ever ſhall endure; thelike ſhall fing 

All Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock 

Of David (ſol namethis King) ſhall riſe 

AS$0n, the Womans Seed to thee foretold, 
Foretold to Abraham, as in whom ſhall truſt 

All Nations, and to Kings foretold, of Kings 
Thelaſt, for of his Reign ſhall be no end. 

But firſt a long ſucceſſion mult enſue, 

And his next Son for Wealth and Wiſdom fam'd. 
The clouded Ark of God till then in Tents 
Wandring, ſhall in a glorious Temple enſhrine. 
Such follow him, as ſhall be regiſterd 

Part good, part bad, of bad the longer ſcrowle, 
Whole foul Idolatries, and other faults 

Heapt tothe popular ſumme, will ſo incenſe 
God, as toleave them, and expoſe thir Land, 


Thir 
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Thir Citie, his Temple, and his hoty Ark 
With all his facred things, a {corn and prey 


Left in confuſion, Babylon thence call'd. 
There in captivitie he lets them dwell 


Remembring mercie, and his Cov'nant ſworn 
To David, (tabliſht as the dayes of Heay'n. 
Returnd from Babylon by leave of Kings 


They firſt re-edifie, and fora while 

In meaneſtate live moderate, till grown 

ln wealth and multitude, factious they grow 3 
But firſt among the Prieſts diflenſion ſprings, 
Men who attend the Altar, and ſhould moſt 
Endeavour Peace : thir ſtrife pollation brings 
_ the Temple it ſelf : at laſt they feiſe 

The $cepter, and regard not Davids Sons, 
Then looſe it to a{tranger, that thetrue 
Anointed King Aeſſeab might be born 

Barr'd of his right ; yet at his Birth a Starr. 
Unſeen before in Heay'n proclaims him com, 
And guides the Eaſtern Sages, who enquire 
His place, to offer Incenſe, Myrrh, and Gold ; 
His place of birth a ſolemn Angel tells 

To fimple Shepherds, keeping watch by night 3 
They gladly thither haſte, and by a Quire 

Of ſquadrond Angels hear his Carol ſung. 

A Virgin is bis Mother, but his Sire 

[The Power of the moſt High; he thall aſcend 
The Throne hereditarie, and bound his Reign 


Ter 2 


To that proud Citie, whoſe high Walls thou ſaw'ſt 


T he {pace of ſeventie years,then brings them back, 


Thir Lords, whom God diſpos'd, the houſe of God | 1240 


Withearths wide bounds, his glory withtheHeav'ns. 
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-  -- [So onelycan' high Juſtice reſt appaid. 


| He ceas'd, diſcerning Adan with ſuch j joy 

|Surcharg'd, as kad like grief bin dew'din fears, 

Without thevent of words,which theſe he breathd. 
O Prophet-of glad tidings, finiſher 

Of utmoſt hope ! now clearlI underftand 

What oft my ſteddieſt thoughts have ſearcht i in 

; Why our great expeQation ſhould becall'd (yain, 


High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my Loynes 
|Thou ſhalt proceed, and from thy Womb the Son 
Of God molt High 3 So God with man unites. 
—_ maſt the Serpent now his capital bruiſe 
pet with mortal paine : ſay where and when 

This fght,what iroke ſhall bruiſe the ViRors heel. 
| - Towhom thus Michaet. Dreamnot of thirfight, 
'As of a Duel, or the local wounds | 
'Of head or heel + not therefore j joynes the Son 

1280 Manhoad to God-head, with more. ſtrength to roll 

[Thy enemie ; nor ſo is overcome 

Satan, Whole fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruiſe, 

[Difabl d not to give thee thy deaths wound : 

' Which hee, who comes thy Saviour, ſhall recure, 

Not by deſtroying Satan, but his works 

In thee andiin thy Seed : nor car this be, 

| But by fulhllingthat which thou did(ſt _ 

| Obedience to the Law of God, impos'd 

[On penaltie of death, and ſuffering death, 

1290; T he penaltie to thy tranſgreffion due, 

| And due to theirs which out of thine will grow 


The Law of God exact he ſhall fulfill - 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
| Alone | 
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MAlone fulfill the Law 3 thy puniſhment 

He ſhall endure by coming in the Fleſh 

To ax reproachful lite and curſed death, 
Proclaming Life to all who ſhall believe 

[n his redemption, and that his obedience 
|Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, bis merits 

|To ſave them; not thir own, though legal works. 
\|For this he ſhall live hated, be blaſphem'd, 

Seis'd on by force, judg'd, and to death cundemnd 
A ſhameful and accurlt, naild+ to the Croſs 

By his own Nation, {laine for bringing Life ; 

But to the Croſs he nailes thy Enemies, 

The Law that is againſt thee, and the fins 

|Ofall mankinde, with him there crucifi'd, 

. [Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt 

In tbis his ſatisfation ; ſo he dies, 

But ſoon revives, Death over him no power 

Shall long uſurp; ere the third dawning light 
'|Returne, the Starres of Morn ſhall ſee him riſe 
Out of his grave, freſh as the dawning light , 
Thy ranſom paid,which Man from death redeems, 
His death for Man, as many as offerd Life 
Negle&tnot, and the benefit imbrace 

By Faith not void of workes : this God-like act 
Annulsthydoomgthedeath thou ſhouldſt havedy'd, 
In fin for ever loſt front life; this act 

{Shall bruiſe the head of $4tay, cruth his ſtrength 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two maine armes, 
And fix farr deeper in his head thir ſtings 

Then temporal Feath ſhall bruiſe the Viftors heel, 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like ſleep, * 
A gentle wafting to immortal Life. 


Nor 
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Nor after refurreGion (hall he ſtay 
Longer on Earth then certaine times to appeer 
| To his Diſciples, Men who in his Life 
1330 Still follow'd him to them ſhall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they learn'd 
And his Salvation, them who ſhall beleeve 
| Baptizing in the profluent ſtreame, the figne 
Ot waſhing them from guilt of fin to Life 
Pure, and in mind prepar'd, it fo befall, 
For death, like that which the redeemer dy'd. 
All Nations they thall teach ; for from that day 
Nor onely to the Sonsof Abrabams Loines 
Salvation ſhall be Preacht, but to the Sons 
1349 Of Abrahams Faith wherever through the world ; 
So in his ſeed all Nations ſhall be bleſt. | 
Then to the Heay'n of Heav'os he ſhall aſcend 
With victory, triumphing through the aire 
Over his foes and thine 3 there ſhall ſurpriſe 
The Serpeat, Prince of aire, and drag in Chaines 
Through all his realme,& there confounded leave; 
Then enter into glory, and reſume 
His Seat at Gods right hand, exalted high 
| Aboveall namesin Heav'n; and thence ſhall come, 
13509, Whenthis worlds diſtolution ſhall be ripe, - | 
[Wirh glory and power to judge both quick & dead, 
To judge th' unfaithful dead, but toreward 
His faithful, and receave them into bliſs , 
| Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
Shall all be Paradilſe, far happier place- 
Thenthis of Edew, and far happier daies. 
So ſpake th' Archangel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the Worlds great period ; and our Sire 
Replete 
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| Paradiſe loft. 
' | Replete with joy and wonder thus replrd. 
O goodneſs infinite, govdnefs immenſe |! 
That all this good of ev1l ſhall produce, 
And evilturnto good 3 more wonderful 
Then that which by creation firſt brought forth 
Light out of darkneſs! full of doubt ſtand, 
Whether I ſhould repent me now of (in 
By mee done and occaliond, or rejoyce 
Much more, that much more good thereof ſhal] 
To God more glory,more good will toMen(ſpring, 
From God, and over wrauth grace ſhallabound. 
But ſay, if our deliverer up to Heav'n 
Muſt reaſcend, what will betide the tew 
His faithful, left among th'- unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth 3 who then ſhall guide 
His people, who defend ? will they not deale 
Worſ with his followers then with him.they dealt ? 
Be ſure they will, faid th' Angel; but from Heav'n 
Hee to his own a Comforter will ſend, 
The promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith 
Working through love,upon thir hearts ſhall write. 
To guide them. in all truth, andalſo arme 
With ſpiritual Armour, able to reſiſt 
Satars aſlaults, and quench his fierie darts , 
What Man can do againſt them, not affraid, 
Though to the death, againſt ſuch cruelties 
With inward conſolations recompenc't, 
And oft ſupported ſo as ſhall amaze 
Thir —_ pexſecuters : for the Spirit , 
Powrd firſt on his Apoſtles, whom he ſends 
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To evangelize the Nations, then on all 
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Baptiz'd, | 
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Baptiz'd, ſhall them with wondrous gifts endue 
To ſpeak all Tongues, nnd do all Miracles, 

As did thir Lord befure thein. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each Nation to receave 

With joy thetidings brought fromHeav'n:at length 
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Thir Miniſtry perform'd, and race well run, 

| T tir doctrine and thir ſtory written left, 

| They die; but inthir room, as they forewarne, 
Wolves ſhall ſucceed for teachers,grievousWolves, 
W ho all the ſacred myſteries of Heav'a 

To thir own vile advantages ſhall turne 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With ſuperſtitions and traditions taint, 

Left onely in thoſe written Records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit underſtood. 

Then ſhallthey ſeek to avail themſelves of names, 
Places and titles, and with theſe to joine 

Secular power, though feigaing ſtill to at 

By ſpiritual, to themſelves appropriating 

The Spirit of God, promisd alike and giv'a 

To all Beleevers ; and from that pretenſe, 
Spiritual Lawes by carnal power ſhall force 

On every conſcience 3 Laws which none ſhall finde 
Left them inrould, or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it (elf, and binde 

His conſort Libertiez what, but unbuild 

His living Temples, built by Faith to ſtand, 

Thir own Faith not anothers : for on Earth 

Who againſt Faith and Conſcience can be heard 
Infallible 2 yet many will preſume : 

Whence heavie perſecution ſhall ariſe 


On | 
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| On all who in the worthip perſevere | 
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Of Spirit and Truth; therreſt, farr greater part, 
Will deem in outward Rites and ſpecious formes 
Religion fſatisfi'd 5 Truthſhall retire 

Beſtuck with ſlandrous darts, and works of Faith 
Rarely be found : ſo ſhall the World goe on, 

To good malignant, to bad men benigne, 

Under her own waight groaning, till the day 
Appeer of reſpiration to the juſt, 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 

Of him ſo lately promilſs'd to thy aid, 

The Womans ſeed, obſcurely then foretold, 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Laſt in the Clouds from Heav'n to be reveald 

In glory of the Father, to diſſolve 

Satan with his perverted World, then raiſe 
From the conflagrant maſs, purg'd and refin'd, 
New Heav'ns, new Earth, Ages of endleſs date 
Founded in righteouſneſs and peace and love, 
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Bliſs, 

He ended; and thus Adam laſt reply'd. 

How ſoon hath thy prediction, Seer bleſt, 


*\Meaſur'd this tranfient World, the Race of time, 


Tilltime ſtand fixt : beyond is all abyſs, 
Eternitie, whoſe end noeye can reach, 
Greatly inſtructed I ſhall hence depart, 


Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
'Of knowledge, what this veſlel can containe ; | 
Beyond which was my folly to aſpire. 
Henceforth I leartie, that tv obey is beſt, * 
And love with feare the onely God, to walk 
As inhis preſence, ever to obſerve, 
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His providence, and on him ſole depend, 


| |Subverting worldly ſtrong, and worldly wiſe 


| And-to the faithful Death the Gate of Lite ; 


1Of all the reſt : then wilt thou not be loath 


Merciful over all bis works, with 
Still overcoming evil, and by fmall vw? it 
Accompliſhing great things, by things deemd weak 


By ſimply meek 3 that ſuffering for Truths ſake 
Is fortitude to higheſt vidtorie, 


Taught this by his example whom Lnow « 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſt. 

To whom thus alſo th' Angel laſt repli'd : 
This having learnt, thou haſt attaind the ſumme 
Of wiſdom hope no higher, though all the Starrs 
Thou knewſt by name, and all th' ethereal Powers, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Natures works, 
Or works of God in Heav'n, Air, Earth, or Sea, 
And all the riches of this World enjoydlt, 
And all the rule, one Empire $ onely add 
Deeds tothy knowledge anſwerable, add Faith, 
Add Vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 
By name to comecall'd Charitie, the ſoul 


To leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poflefs 
A Paradiſe within thee, happier farr. 

Let us deſcend now therefore from this top 
Of Speculation 3; for the hour preciſe 
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Exacts our parting hencez and ſee the Gnards, 
By mee encampt on yonder Hill, expect $34) 
Thir motion, at whoſe Front a flaming Sword, 

In fignel of remove, waves fiercely round 3 

We may no longer ſtay : go, waken Eve 

Her alſo I with gentle Dreams have calm'd 
Portending. 
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Portenditig good, and all her fpirits compoY'd 
To meek ſubmifhon : thou! at Sax 
Let her withthiee partake whit thou haſt heard; 
Chiefly what tnay ern her Faith to'know, 
T he great deliverance by her Seed tocome 
(For by the Wotnans Seed) on all _—_— 
T hat ye tay hve, which willbe ma — wh; 

, 


Both in one Faith unanimous though | 
With cauſe for evils paſt, yet much more cheer! 
With meditation an the happie end. ' 
He ended, and they both deſcend the Hill; 

Deſcended, Adam to the Bowre where Eve 
Lay ſleeping ran before, 'but found her wak't; 
And thus with words not ſad ſhe him receav'd, 

Whence thou returnſt,8& whither wentſ(t,l know 
For Gods alſo infleep, and Dreams adviſ 
Which'he hath ſent propitious, ſome great good ' 
Preſaging, fince with forrow and heaters diftreſs 
VVearied I fell aſkeep: but nowlead on; 
In mee s no delay ; with thee to goe 
[sto ſtay herez without thee here to 
Is to go hence unwilling'z thou to mice 
Art all things under Heav'n, all places thou, 
V'Vhofor my wilful crime art baniſht hence. 
[This further conſolation yet ſecure 
Tcarry hence though all by mee is loſt, 
'Such favour I unworthie am voutſaft, 
By mee the Promis'd Seed ſhall yan 
; So ſpake onr Mother *Eve, ad Adam heard 
'VVell pleas'd, but anſwer'd not; fox nuw too nigh 
TH Archangel ſtood, and from the other Hill 
Fo thir fixt Station, all in bright array 
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—TThe Cherubim deſcended, on the ground 
1520 Glidi Miſt 
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meteorous, 2s Ev.'ning 
Ris'n froma River ore the mariſh glides, 
And gathers ground, faſt at the Labourers heel 
Homeward returning. High uo Front advanc't, 
The brandiſht; Sword of God before them blaz'd 


{Fierce as a Cometz which with torrid heat, 


And vapour asthe Libyaz Air aduſt, | 
to k that temperate Clime z whereat 

In either hand the haſtning Angel caught 

Our lingring Parents, and to th' Eaſtern Gate 

Led them direQ, and down the Cliff as faſt 

To the ſubjected Plaine z,;then diſappeer'd. 

They Jooking ack, allth” Eaſtern. {ide beheld 

OfParadile, 1o late thir happie ſeat, 

Way'd. over, by that flaming Brand, the Cate 

With dreadful Faces, 'd and fierie Armes : 

Som nai altean they-drop but wip'd them ſoon; 

The World was all before them,"where to chooſe 

Thir place of reſt, and, Providence thir guide : 

They hand in hand with wandring ſteps and flow, 

Through £dex took thir ſolitaric way. 
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-THE END. 


